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MINUTES  OF  THE  MEETING 
OF  THE  PROVISIONAL  COMMITTEE 
OF  THE  WORLD  COUNCIL  OF  CHURCHES 

held  from  April  22nd  to  25th,  1947 
at  Buck  Hill  Falls,  Pennsylvania. 

I.  Opening  Address 

The  meeting  opened  with  a  service  of  prayer  and  devotion, 
led  by  Dr.  Bcegner. 

Dr.  Bcegner  recalled  that  this  was  the  third  time  that  the 
full  Provisional  Committee  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
had  met  in  preliminary  session  since  it  was  set  up  by  the  Utrecht 
Conference  in  1938.  At  the  meeting  in  St.  Germain  in  1939, 
under  the  Chairmanship  of  Archbishop  Temple,  it  had  been 
decided  that  the  first  General  Assembly  of  the  World  Council 
should  take  place  in  the  United  States  in  1941.  The  World 
War  compelled  the  Council  to  postpone  this  decision  and  to 
remain  for  an  unlimited  time  “  in  process  of  formation  ”.  All 
the  greater  was  the  satisfaction,  therefore,  when,  at  the  Pro¬ 
visional  Committee  meeting  in  Geneva  in  1946,  it  was  resolved 
to  convene  this  present  session  in  the  United  States.  On 
behalf  of  all  the  foreign  members  of  the  Committee  Dr.  Bcegner 
expressed  very  cordial  thanks  to  the  American  members  for 
their  brotherly  welcome. 

Last  year  in  Geneva  the  Council  members  knew  the  deep 
joy  of  meeting  again  after  the  dreadful  years  of  war.  Thanks 
to  God  ecumenical  fellowship  had  been  preserved  during  the 
war.  Dr.  Bcegner  voiced  the  profound  gratitude  of  all  to  the 
General  Secretary  and  his  collaborators  for  having  made  it 
possible  for  persons  of  various  nations,  though  without  having 
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seen  each  other  and  often  without  having  been  able  to  write 
to  each  other,  nevertheless  to  continue  to  know  the  reality 
of  their  fellowship  in  Christ. 

Dr.  Bcegner  expressed  regret  at  the  absence  of  some  of  his 
colleagues.  Two  presidents  of  the  Provisional  Committee,  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  and  the  Archbishop  of  Upsala, 
were  unable  to  attend,  and  Archbishop  Germanos  had  been 
delayed.  However,  six  representatives  of  the  Younger  Churches 
had  been  called  to  sit  in  at  the  Provisional  Committee  and 
Dr.  Bcegner  was  glad  to  state  that  four  of  them  were  present 
at  this  meeting. 

The  present  session,  Dr.  Bcegner  felt,  would  be  dominated 
by  the  feeling  of  the  Committee’s  responsibility.  The  First 
Assembly  of  the  World  Council,  hoped  for  for  1941  and  delayed 
because  of  the  war,  would  meet  in  Amsterdam  in  1948.  Here 
must  be  determined  all  the  essential  arrangements  concerning 
structure,  agenda,  the  ways  of  working  and  the  fundamental 
task  of  that  Assembly.  Perhaps  the  four  days  allotted  would 
not  be  sufficient  to  complete  this  work.  But  all  saw  very 
distinctly  that  what  Amsterdam,  1948,  should  be  would  depend 
in  large  measure  on  what  was  done  here. 

If  the  Assembly  was  thoroughly  prepared  it  would  meet  the 
hope  of  many  Christians  and,  in  the  same  time,  strengthen  it. 
The  definite  setting  up  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches  could 
not  but  be  an  event  in  Church  History,  something  entirely 
new  inserted  and  integrated  in  the  life  of  the  Church. 

Nevertheless,  one  fact  was  certain :  the  ecumenical  education 
of  our  churches’  members  had  only  begun,  and  Amsterdam 
should  have  to  give  it  a  decisive  impulse.  There  was  a  widespread 
thirst  for  unity.  But  they  must  be  realistic  :  what  is  talked 
about  is  very  often  an  extremely  vague  conception  of  the 
unity  of  the  Church  which  it  would  be  dangerous  to  allow 
to  spread  amongst  Christian  churches. 

The  true  unity  of  the  Church  excluded  confusion  and  com¬ 
promise.  It  was  rooted  in  a  love  inseparable  from  truth,  in  an 
obedience  to  truth  inseparable  from  love,  a  love  known  only 
by  churches  and  Christians  who  unceasingly  seek  to  receive 
the  grace  of  their  constant  rebirth  in  Christ. 

They  must  then  prepare  the  Amsterdam  Assembly  in  think¬ 
ing  and  in  acting  and  first  of  all  in  praying.  And  he  prayed 
that  God  be  so  gracious  as  to  grant  them,  for  the  coming  days, 
the  wisdom,  clear-sightedness  and  strength  of  His  Holy  Spirit. 
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II.  In  Memoriam 

Dr.  Bcegner  spoke  in  remembrance  for  two  colleagues  of 
whose  deaths  the  Committee  had  learned  with  sorrow, 
Dr.  George  Barbour  and  the  Bishop  of  Gloucester.  Dr.  Barbour 
had  given  much  time  and  energy  to  the  Faith  and  Order  and 
Life  and  Work  movements  and  later  to  the  World  Council. 
Bishop  Headlam  had  been  a  pillar  of  the  Faith  and  Order 
movement.  His  leadership  in  the  discussions  concerning  the 
doctrine  of  Grace  would  be  specially  remembered.  We  should 
thank  God  for  all  that  was  given  to  the  Universal  Church  by 
these  men. 

III.  Membership  of  the  Provisional  Committee 

Dr.  Visser  H  Eooft  pointed  out  that  at  the  meeting  in  Geneva 
it  had  been  decided  to  invite  up  to  six  members  from  the 
Younger  Churches.  The  procedure  followed  was  as  follows : 
that  at  ameeting  of  officers  of  the  International  Missionary 
Council  and  the  World  Council  nominations  were  made 
which  were  submitted  by  correspondence  to  all  Committee 
members  and  unanimously  approved.  The  nominations  were: 
Bishop  Abraham  (India),  Dr.  Baez-Camargo  (Mexico),  Dr.  T.  C. 
Chao  (China),  Dr.  Michio  Kozaki  (Japan)  and  Dr.  Fritz  Pyen 
(Korea).  The  place  for  Africa  remained  open.  Dr.  Camargo, 
Dr.  Chao  and  Dr.  Pyen  had  accepted  and  were  present.  Bishop 
Abraham  had  declined  for  reasons  of  health.  Dr.  Kozaki 
had  not  yet  been  able  to  reply  to  the  invitation.  Officers  of 
the  Life  and  Work  movement  proposed  that  Dr.  Manikam  be 
asked  to  become  a  member  in  place  of  Bishop  Abraham. 

Dr.  Visser  H  Hoop,  proposed  the  following  four  names  of 
new  members  of  the  Provisional  Committee  : 

Dr.  G.  Baez-Camargo  (Mexico). 

Dr.  T.  C.  Chao  (China). 

Dr.  Bajah  B.  Manikam  (India). 

Dr.  Fritz  Pyen  (Korea). 

To  Dr.  Horton' &  inquiry  as  to  whether  it  were  time  to 
confirm  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Kozaki,  Dr.  Visser  't  Hoop 
replied  that  no  acceptance  had  been  received  as  yet  from 
Dr.  Kozaki,  but  it  would  be  well  to  confirm  his  appointment. 

It  was  unanimously  agreed  to  confirm  these  appointments. 
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Dr.  Floyd  Tomkins  asked  the  Committee  to  consider  the 
question  of  filling  the  vacancy  on  the  Committee  of  Fourteen 
(and  on  the  Provisional  Committee)  due  to  the  death  of 
Dr.  Barbour.  Dr.  Barbour’s  alternate,  Dr.  Cockburn,  automa¬ 
tically  became  the  principal.  The  Church  of  Scotland  had 
suggested  Professor  William  Manson  of  Edinburgh  to  take 
his  place  as  alternate,  and  Faith  and  Order  desired  to 
nominate  him  as  alternate  member  of  the  Committee  of 
Fourteen.  The  Committee  approved  this  motion. 

IV.  Roll  Call 

Dr.  Visser  H  Hooft  then  indicated  the  composition  of  the 
meeting  : 

A.  Presidents  of  the  Provisional  Committee 

Dr.  Marc  Bcegner  in  the  Chair. 

Dr.  John  R.  Mott. 

Archbishop  Germanos  had  been  delayed  en  route. 

B.  Members 

Professor  S.  F.  H.  J.  Berkelbach  van  der  Sprenkel. 

Dr.  Samuel  McCrea  Cavert. 

Dr.  G.  Baez-Camargo. 

Dr.  T.  C.  Chao. 

The  Bishop  of  Chichester. 

Dr.  J.  Hutchison  Cockburn. 

Professor  Georges  Florovsky. 

Dr.  Douglas  Horton. 

Dr.  Alphons  Kcechlin. 

President  John  A.  Mackay. 

Dr.  Rajah  B.  Manikam. 

Bishop  G.  Ashton  Oldham. 

Bishop  G.  Bromley  Oxnam. 

Dr.  George  C.  Pidgeon. 

Pastor  Fritz  H.  Pyen. 

Mr.  Charles  P.  Taft. 

President  Henry  P.  Van  Dusen. 

Dr.  Bela  Vasady. 

Dr.  A.  R.  Wentz. 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee  Dr.  Visser  H  Hooft  cordially 
welcomed  the  members  who  were  attending  a  Provisional 
Committee  meeting  for  the  first  time. 
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C.  Alternates 

Bishop  Gustav  Aulen  (for  Archbishop  Eidem). 

Dr.  P.  O.  Bersell  (for  Dr.  MacCracken). 

Dr.  W.  J.  Gallagher  (Permanent  —  for  Dr.  Pidgeon). 
Pastor  Martin  Niemceller  (Permanent  —  for  Bishop 
Wurm). 

The  Rev.  E.  C.  Urwin  (for  Dr.  Flew). 

D.  Representatives  of  the  International  Missionary  Council 

Bishop  James  0.  Baker,  Chairman. 

Dr.  J.  W.  Decker,  Secretary. 

The  Rev.  Norman  Good  all,  Secretary. 

t 

E.  Invited  to  sit  with  the  Provisional  Committee 

Pastor  Nils  Ehrenstrom. 

Mr.  Kenneth  G.  Grubb. 

Dr.  Henry  Smith  Leiper. 

Mr.  Georges  Lombard. 

Dr.  O.  Frederick  Nolde. 

Dr.  Floyd  W.  Tomkins. 

The  Rev.  Oliver  S.  Tomkins. 

Dr.  W.  A.  Visser’t  Hooft. 

F.  In  addition  some  special  guests  had  been  invited  to  this 
session  of  the  Provisional  Committee  for  reasons  of  consulta¬ 
tion  on  specific  questions,  namely  : 

Archbishop  Athenagoras. 

Dr.  Roswell  P.  Barnes. 

Dr.  Robbins  W.  Barstow. 

Dr.  E.  Emmen. 

Bishop  Ivan  Lee  Holt. 

The  Rev.  W.  Keys. 

Dr.  Matthew  Spink  a. 

Dr.  Tracy  Strong. 

Metropolitan  Theophilus. 

G.  Ktajf 

Miss  Margaret  T.  Applegarth. 

Miss  Eleanor  Kent  Browne. 
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Dr.  H.  Paul  Douglass. 

Miss  Clara  Lieber. 

The  Rev.  Paul  G.  Macy. 

The  Rev.  Herman  F.  Reissig. 

V.  Minutes  of  the  last  meeting 

Dr.  Visser  H  Hooft  called  attention  to  the  single  criticism 
of  the  contents  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  which  had 
been  raised,  namely  the  error  in  the  listing  of  the  membership 
of  the  Committee  of  Fourteen,  Faith  and  Order,  appearing 
on  page  195.  The  name  of  the  last  alternate  should  be  Bishop 
G.  Ashton  Oldham,  and  not  Bishop  G.  B.  Oxnam  and 
Dr.  Visser  H  Hooft  apologized  to  both  for  this  error. 

With  this  correction  the  minutes  of  the  meeting  of  the 
Provisional  Committee  at  Geneva  in  1946  were  approved. 

VI.  Appointment  of  Sub- Committees 

Dr.  Visser  H  Hooft  referred  to  the  necessity  of  getting  a 
certain  amount  of  work  done  through  sub-committees  which 
would  prepare  material  and  bring  it  to  the  Committee  in  an 
advanced  stage  of  preparation. 

Five  different  sub -committees  on  the  following  five  subjects 
were  suggested  : 

1.  Finance. 

2.  Constitution  and  related  questions. 

3.  Membership  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches. 

4.  Programme  and  policy  of  the  World  Council. 

5.  Resolutions  and  pronouncements. 

Membership  of  the  sub -committees  is  listed  below  : 

1.  Finance 

Chairman  :  Mr.  Lombard. 

Secretary  :  Dr.  Leiper. 

Members  :  Dr.  Barstow. 

Dr.  Cavert. 

Dr.  Emmen. 

Bishop  Oxnam. 

Mr.  Taft. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Urwin. 
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Chairman  : 
Secretary  : 
Members  : 


Chairman  : 
Secretary  : 
Members  : 


Chairman  : 
Secretary  : 
Members  : 


Chairman  : 
Secretary  : 
Members  : 


2.  Constitution 

Dr.  Wentz. 

Dr.  Floyd  Tomkins. 

Dr.  Boegner. 

Mr.  Grubb. 

Bishop  Holt. 

Bishop  Oldham. 

Dr.  Pidgeon. 

Dr.  Pyen. 

Mr.  Taft. 

3.  Membership 

Dr.  Koechlin. 

The  Bev.  Oliver  Tomkins. 
Bishop  Aulen. 

Dr.  Baez-Camargo. 

Dr.  Cavert. 

Dr.  Hardy. 

Archbishop  Germanos. 

The  Bev.  Mr.  Goodall. 

Dr.  Mott. 

Dr.  Spinka. 

Programme : 

Dr.  Horton. 

Pastor  Ehrenstrom. 

Dr.  Bersell. 

Dr.  Cockburn. 

Dr.  Decker. 

Dr.  Manikam. 

Bishop  Oxnam. 

Dr.  Van  Dusen. 

Resolutions : 

The  Bishop  of  Chichester. 
Dr.  Gallagher. 

Bishop  Baker. 

Dr.  Barnes. 

Dr.  Berkelbach. 
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Dr.  Chao. 

Prof.  Florovsky. 

Dr.  Mackay. 

Pastor  Niemoeller. 

Dr.  Yasady. 

It  was  agreed  to  accept  the  proposed  composition  of  the  five 
sub  -  committees . 


VII.  Report  of  the  General  Secretary 

The  General  Secretary  read  his  report  to  the  Provisional 
Committee  (see  page  43). 

On  behalf  of  all  present,  Dr.  Bcegner  expressed  gratitude 
to  Dr.  Yisser  ’t  Hooft  for  his  report. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Grubb ,  Dr.  Visser  H  Hooft  named 
all  the  departments  of  the  World  Council  as  follows  : 

The  General  Secretariat. 

Faith  and  Order. 

The  Study  Department. 

The  Ecumenical  Press  Service. 

The  Department  of  Reconstruction  and  Inter-Church 
Aid  : 

(a)  General  Division  ; 

( b )  Material  Aid  Division  ; 

(e)  Refugee  Division. 

The  Ecumenical  Commission  for  Chaplaincy  Service  to 
Prisoners  of  War. 

The  Ecumenical  Institute. 

The  Youth  Department. 

The  Commission  of  the  Churches  on  International 
Affairs. 

Dr.  Floyd  Tomkins  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
realm  of  “  Faith  and  Order  ”  was  one  of  the  two  original 
functions  of  the  Council,  a  necessary  constituent  element  of 
the  World  Council. 

Dr.  Leiper  reported  briefly  on  Bible  distribution  in  Europe. 
This  was  now  being  carried  on  under  the  auspices  of  the  United 
Bible  Societies,  a  wholly  independent  body  which  nevertheless 
had  a  strong  relationship  to  the  World  Council  by  reason  of 
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the  fact  that  its  European  secretary,  M.  Olivier  Begum,  was  the 
head  of  the  Prisoner  of  War  Department  of  the  World  Council 
and  on  the  staff  of  the  Reconstruction  Department. 

Dr.  Bersell  moved  that  the  statement  of  the  Presiding 
Officer  and  the  report  of  the  General  Secretary  be  received 
and  the  suggestions  made  therein  be  referred  to  the  proper 
committees,  a  motion  which  was  unanimously  agreed  upon. 

Dr.  Bersell  then  referred  to  one  important  matter,  touched 
upon  by  the  General  Secretary  and  very  clearly  stated  at  the 
beginning  of  his  report.  Certain  groups  of  “  Fundamentalists  ”, 
exceedingly  active  in  this  country  and  with  a  considerable 
constituency,  were  prone  to  misinterpret  statements  of  the 
World  Council ;  a  report  from  a  recent  convention  of  the 
National  Association  of  Evangelicals  quoted  an  unnamed  World 
Council  official  to  the  effect  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
World  Council  to  become  a  super-church.  Dr.  Bersell  hoped 
that  a  clear  statement1  might  be  issued  by  this  group,  perhaps 
from  the  sub-committee  on  Resolutions,  that  would  lay  this 
ghost — a  clear  statement  of  the  honest  intention  and  purpose 
and  proposed  scope  and  activity  of  this  organisation,  coming 
as  an  official  statement  of  this  Committee. 

Mr.  Taft  spoke  of  the  importance  of  the  local  councils  of 
churches  as  channels  for  the  rapid  spreading  of  an  understanding 
of  the  ecumenical  movement.  The  separate  communions  and 
confessions  were  heavily  engaged  with  their  own  particular 
programmes.  He  suggested  that  the  World  Council  prepare 
material  in  a  form  which  might  be  readily  available  to  the  local 
councils  of  churches. 

Referring  to  the  proposal  of  Dr.  Bersell,  Bislioy  Oxnarn 
asked  that  its  real  meaning  be  carefully  considered.  In  his 
report  the  General  Secretary  had  made  it  clear  that  the  World 
Council  did  not  contemplate  becoming  a  super-church.  But 
it  did  look  forward  to  the  day  when  there  is  to  be  one  church 
of  Christ  on  earth.  It  must  not  give  away,  in  the  statement, 
the  great  goal  toward  which  we  hoped  it  would  move. 

Dr.  Mackay  thought  that  it  should  be  made  clear  that  the 
World  Council  was  not  moving  towards  a  Romanised  Protes- 

1  The  Statement  on  the  function  of  the  World  Council  appears 
on  page  90. 
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tantism,  having  before  its  eyes  the  ideal  of  a  single  ecclesias¬ 
tical  unit,  whose  chief  officers  would  ecclesiastically  and 
theologically  control  the  whole  church  structure. 

VIII.  First  Assembly  of  the  World  Council 

Dr.  C avert  presented  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Arrange¬ 
ments  for  the  First  Assembly  of  the  World  Council.  He 
explained  that  this  report  was  the  result  of  deliberations 
which  had  taken  place  in  Horsham,  England,  on  July  31st 
and  August  1st,  1946,  and  in  Buck  Hill  Falls  on  April  19th,  20th 
and  21st,  1947.  The  Assembly  would  be  a  new  and  truly  unique 
event  in  Church  History.  What  was  being  planned  was  not  simply 
another  ecumenical  conference,  not  merely  an  ad  hoc  meeting, 
but  rather  the  inauguration  of  a  continuing  association  of  the 
churches. 

Dr.  G avert  presented  the  recommendations  seriatim  (see 
page  70). 

A  very  full  discussion  took  place  concerning  the  arrange¬ 
ments  to  be  made  for  Communion  services.  It  was  pointed  out 
by  several  members  that  in  addition  to  the  Reformed,  Anglican, 
Orthodox  and  Lutheran  services,  opportunity  should  be  given 
for  the  arrangement  of  a  communion  service  according  to  the 
tradition  of  the  “  Free  Churches  ”.  Others  emphasised  that 
the  purpose  of  the  proposal  concerned  was  merely  to  make 
sure  that  every  member  of  the  Conference  could  participate 
in  a  service  of  communion.  The  recommendation  was  referred 
back  to  Dr.  Cavert  who  at  a  later  session  brought  in  a  new 
resolution  explaining  that  three  considerations  had  been  kept 
mind  : 

(a)  that  there  was  to  be  no  one  official  Communion  Service 
at  the  Assembly  ; 

(h)  that  the  other  extreme  was  to  be  avoided,  of  having  so 
many  different  services  that  there  would  be  little  sense  of 
fellowship  ; 

(c)  that  the  Communion  services  must  be  a  source  of  ecu¬ 
menical  education  as  a  result  of  all  members  sharing  spiri¬ 
tually,  if  not  physically,  in  the  service. 

This  new  resolution  was  accepted  after  it  had  been  slightly 
amended  (see  page  73). 
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With  regard  to  the  status  of  “  consultants  ”  and  “  obser¬ 
vers  ”,  it  was  agreed  that  observers  would  attend  the  Assembly 
to  observe  while  consultants  would  participate  in  the  programme 
without  voting.  Since  the  consultants  were  invited  because  of 
their  specialised  knowledge,  they  would  be  welcome  to  attend 
plenary  as  well  as  sectional  meetings. 

It  was  decided  also  that  the  recommendations  concerning 
procedure  at  the  Assembly  should  be  printed  and  sent  in 
advance  to  the  delegates  with  the  notice  that  they  would  be 
proposed  to  the  Assembly  at  an  early  session. 

A  full  discussion  took  place  concerning  the  relation  of  the 
press  to  the  Assembly.  Several  members  underlined  that  the 
message  of  the  Assembly  could  only  be  transmitted  to  the 
people  of  the  churches  by  the  use  of  the  media  of  mass-commu¬ 
nication  such  as  the  press  and  the  radio,  and  that  all  meetings, 
whether  plenary  or  sectional,  should  therefore  be  open  to  the 
press.  Other  members  emphasised  that  the  sectional  meetings 
should  meet  in  conditions  of  maximum  effectiveness  and  the  ut¬ 
most  freedom  and  frankness,  and  that  sectional  meetings  should 
therefore  be  private.  It  was  also  stressed  that  while  the  pre¬ 
sence  of  the  press  would  be  no  hindrance  to  delegates  from 
some  countries,  it  would  create  a  very  real  difficulty  for  those 
from  other  countries.  It  was  decided  to  refer  the  question 
to  a  committee  under  the  chairmanship  of  Dr.  Bersell.  This 
committee  brought  in  new  recommendations  which  were 
adopted  in  an  amended  form  with  two  dissenting  votes  (see 
page  81). 

IX.  Call  to  the  Churches  concerning  the  Assembly 

On  behalf  of  the  Sub-Committee  on  Resolutions  and  Pro¬ 
nouncements  the  Bishop  of  Chichester  presented  the  “  Call  to 
the  Churches  concerning  the  first  Assembly  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  ”.  A  number  of  suggestions  were  made. 

It  was  agreed  to  adopt  the  “  Call  ”  and  to  refer  to  the 
Bishop  of  Chichester  such  verbal  changes  as  had  been  suggested. 

(The  Call  in  its  final  form  appears  on  page  84.) 

It  was  suggested  that  the  churches  should  be  asked  to 
read  this  Call  from  the  pulpits.  It  was  also  suggested  that  a 
Day  of  Prayer  for  the  Assembly  be  fixed  for  a  Sunday  in 
May  1948. 
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X.  Constitution 

Dr.  Wentz ,  Chairman  of  the  Sub-Committee  on  Constitu¬ 
tional  Matters  presented  the  report  of  this  sub-committee. 
He  explained  that  the  sub- committee  did  not  believe  it  to 
be  its  task  to  make  a  new  constitution,  or  even  to  suggest 
all  the  changes  in  the  proposed  constitution  which  might 
seem  desirable.  The  sub-committee  desired  to  propose  only 
such  amendments  as  were  indispensable  in  the  light  of  altered 
circumstances  and  developments. 

The  proposed  changes  were  discussed  one  by  one.  Four 
recommendations  were  referred  back  to  the  sub-committee 
for  revision  and  submitted  at  a  later  session  in  revised 
form.  The  report  of  the  sub-committee  on  Constitutional 
Matters  was  finally  adopted  by  the  Provisional  Committee, 
and  appears  on  page  9. 

The  following  were  appointed  as  members  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  five  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws  : 

Mr.  Charles  Taft, 

Dr.  Marc  Boegner, 

Mr.  Kenneth  Grubb, 

Dr.  Alphons  Koechlin, 

The  Rev.  Canon  Leonard  Hodgson. 


XI.  Membership  of  the  World  Council 

The  General  Secretary  reported  on  the  relationships  with 
the  Russian  Orthodox  Church.  On  the  basis  of  the  resolution 
adopted  by  the  Provisional  Committee  at  its  meeting  in  Februa¬ 
ry  1946  the  Administrative  Committee  had  made  an  approach 
to  the  Patriarchate  of  Moscow  and  proposed  that  a  small 
World  Council  delegation  should  meet  with  a  similar  delega¬ 
tion  of  the  Patriarchate.  A  favourable  reply  had  been  received, 
but  it  had  not  yet  been  possible  to  arrange  the  meeting.  He 
proposed  that  the  Committee  should  re-affirm  its  hope  that 
the  Russian  Church  will  come  into  the  World  Council.  At  the 
same  time  an  approach — similar  to  that  which  had  been  made 
to  the  Greek-speaking  churches — should  now  be  made  to  the 
Churches  of  Bulgaria,  Yugoslavia  and  Roumania. 
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In  the  course  of  the  discussion  the  following  points  were 
made  : 

(a)  the  Church  of  Georgia  should  also  be  approached  ;  and 

(b)  contact  should  also  be  established  with  the  Baptist 
Church  in  Bussia. 

At  a  later  session  Dr.  Koechlin  presented  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Membership.  He  reminded  the  Committee  of 
the  resolution  adopted  in  February  1946  and  of  the  statement 
in  the  report  of  the  General  Secretary  (see  page  53),  and  pre¬ 
sented  new  resolutions  on  the  relations  with  the  Bussian 
Orthodox  Church  and  with  the  Churches  of  Boumania,  Bulga¬ 
ria  and  Yugoslavia.  These  resolutions  were  unanimously 
accepted. 

The  Rev.  Oliver  Tomkins  presented  the  report  of  the  delegation 
of  the  World  Council  to  the  Orthodox  Churches  of  Greece  and 
the  Near  East  (the  report  appears  on  page  104)  and  submitted 
a  resolution  on  this  subject  which  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Dr.  Koechlin  presented  the  other  recommendations  of  the 
Committee  on  Membership.  These  were  adopted. 

(The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Membership  appears  on 
page  97). 

XII.  Faith  and  Order 

The  Rev.  Oliver  Tomkins  presented  an  article  written  by 
Dr.  Hodgson  for  the  June  number  of  Christendom  as  a  report 
to  the  Provisional  Committee  on  the  Faith  and  Order  Conti¬ 
nuation  Committee. 

Dr.  Floyd  Tomkins  said  that  no  official  statement  regarding 
the  relations  of  Faith  and  Order  and  the  World  Council’s 
on-going  activities  could  be  made  until  the  meeting  of  the 
Continuation  Committee  of  Faith  and  Order  in  August.  He 
wished  to  state  his  personal  view,  however,  that  Faith  and  Order 
was  a  primary  function  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches.  The 
World  Council  in  its  public  aspect  would  be  concerned  with  Life 
and  Work  questions  rather  than  with  these  divisive  questions. 
Faith  and  Order  would  have  to  do  its  work  not  at  the  general 
meetings  but  in  a  less  public  manner.  It  should  have  the  • 
status  of  one  of  the  departments  of  the  World  Council  work 
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but  have  its  own  independent  direction.  Its  procedure  was 
different  from  the  procedure  one  had  to  adopt  in  active  work. 
It  could  only  progress  as  it  secured  agreement.  It  did  not  need 
officials  of  the  churches  at  its  deliberations,  but  especially 
those  who  had  intimate  knowledge  of  the  traditions  of  their 
churches. 

The  method  of  the  Study  Department  was  to  raise  questions 
and  get  them  as  widely  discussed  as  possible.  But  in  these 
matters  on  which  the  churches  still  stood  divided,  one  must 
get  little  groups  of  people  to  sit  down  and  try  to  see  if  they 
can  state  the  differences  that  divide  them  and  make  suggestions 
as  to  how  they  may  be  overcome.  Faith  and  Order  must  carry 
on  its  work  independently  of  the  regular  current  of  work  of 
the  Council  and  yet  fully  within  it,  reporting  at  intervals  to 
the  Council.  Dr.  Floyd  Tomkins  concluded  by  quoting  from 
the  report  of  Dr.  Hodgson  regarding  the  purpose  of  Faith  and 
Order,  which  “  is,  so  to  speak,  a  movement  created  in  order 
to  perish.  .  .  .  With  that  final  reconciliation  of  disagree¬ 
ments  for  which  we  work  and  pray,  the  Lausanne  Movement 
will  first  sing  Laus  Deo  and  then  Nunc  Dimittis.” 

Dr.  Van  Dusen  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  Faith  and 
Order  had  not  been  omitted  from  the  study  process  ;  both 
the  selection  and  the  development  of  the  first  theme  were 
made  in  order  to  take  advantage  of  the  Faith  and  Order 
studies  and  to  make  the  Assembly  aware  of  its  concerns  and 
ultimate  purpose. 


XIII.  Joint  Committee  of  the  International  Missionary  Council 
and  the  World  Council  of  Churches 

Dr.  Mott ,  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  introduced  the 
report  by  describing  the  steps  that  had  led  up  to  the  formation 
of  the  Joint  Committee.  The  first  full  meeting  of  the  Joint 
Committee  had  been  held  in  February  1946,  in  Geneva  ;  the 
second  in  April  1947,  in  Buck  Hill  Fads. 

The  recommendations  contained  in  the  report  were  then 
discussed  seriatim. 

With  regard  to  the  recommendation  concerning  Christian 
Evangelism  Dr.  Koechlin  explained  that  the  question  of  colla¬ 
boration  in  the  Christian  approach  to  the  Jews  had  been  dis- 
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cussed,  but  that  it  had  been  decided  to  postpone  action  on 
question  until  the  Assembly  could  deal  with  the  whole  question 
of  the  World  Council’s  task  in  the  field  of  evangelism.  The 
reconstruction  pro  jets  included  in  the  task  should  be  submitted 
to  the  Reconstruction  Department  which  will  consider  them 
in  the  light  of  the  total  needs  to  be  met. 

In  answer  to  a  question  of  Bishop  Oxnarn  concerning  the 
use  of  the  two  titles  in  Section  III :  3,  the  General  Secretary 
replied  that  this  matter  had  been  discussed  very  fully.  It  had 
been  agreed  that  the  use  of  these  titles  would  help  to  make 
clear  that  the  relationship  between  the  I.M.C.  and  the  World 
Council  was  a  unique  one. 

The  report  was  adopted  with  an  expression  of  gratitude 
to  Dr.  Mott  and  to  the  Committee. 

(The  report  as  adopted  appears  on  page  59.) 


XIV.  Reconstruction  Department 

Dr.  Keechlin  introduced  the  Report  of  the  Reconstruction 
Department,  saying  that  in  order  adequately  to  meet  the  needs 
of  the  world,  the  churches  would  have  to  be  much  more  alive 
to  these  needs.  He  said  that  a  heavy  burden  lay  on  the  staff 
of  the  Department  in  Geneva.  The  work  of  the  Reconstruction 
Department  had  grown  and  the  staff  had  been  increased,  but 
there  was  still  a  shortage  of  secretaries.  The  first  proposal  he 
would  make  was  to  add  to  the  staff. 

The  committee  of  the  Department  must  be  reorganised. 
The  original  Committee  of  church  leaders  contained  many 
members  who  were  not  in  a  position  to  come  to  the  committee 
meetings  as  they  might  wish  to  do.  It  was  proposed  therefore  to 
build  up  a  new  General  Committee.  For  this  we  needed  repre¬ 
sentatives  from  the  churches  who  would  come  to  Geneva  once  a 
year ;  in  addition  an  Executive  Committee  and  a  Business 
Committee  were  needed. 

Dr.  Bcegner  at  this  point  expressed  the  thanks  of  his  country 
and  of  the  group  of  churches  which  had  been  aided,  for  all 
that  Dr.  Cockburn  and  his  Department  had  done.  (Applause.) 

Dr.  Cockburn  said  that  the  good  results  shown  had  only 
been  possible  by  the  co-operation  of  many  churches  throughout 
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the  world.  The  atmosphere  within  the  Department  was  ecu¬ 
menical  and  the  relations  with  both  giving  and  receiving 
countries  were  very  happy. 

“  The  Secretariat,  however,  faces  certain  very  serious  pro¬ 
blems.  Dr.  Stewart  Herman  finds  it  advisable  to  resign  in 
order  to  return  to  the  pastorate,  despite  our  efforts  to  dissuade 
him.  Mr.  Robert  Root  also  desires  to  be  relieved  of  his  position 
on  the  staff,  as  from  September  1st.  Mr.  Wickstrom  has 
accepted  the  proposal  of  his  Church  that  he  go  to  Poland  to 
represent  Methodist  interests  there.  In  addition  to  these 
losses,  certain  of  the  staff  will  be  coming  to  the  U.S.  for 
well-earned  holidays,  so  that  the  staff  in  Geneva  will  be  over¬ 
burdened.  At  the  same  time,  new  members  of  the  staff  will 
have  to  be  trained.  All  the  secretaries  now  are  overburdened. 
No  more  than  two  countries  should  be  assigned  to  a  single 
secretary,  but  this  means  extra  travel  and  salary  costs. 

“  A  critical  situation  in  regard  to  salaries  has  arisen.  The 
cost  of  living  is  very  high  in  Geneva.  We  shall  have  to  ask  the 
Finance  Committee  to  take  into  consideration  this  very  serious 
problem. 

“  For  1946  the  total  income  of  the  Department  was  six 
and  a  half  million  Swiss  francs,  toward  expenditures  of  five 
and  a  quarter  million  francs.  The  surplus  is  unexpended  only 
temporarily  and  consists  in  funds  already  allocated. 

“  Many  churches  are  sending  funds  at  our  suggestion  direct 
to  the  countries  and  churches  to  be  helped.  This  is  in  agreement 
with  the  Swiss  exchange  situation  which  does  not  permit  too 
many  dollars  coming  in,  especially  when  large  sums  are  simply 
passing  through. 

“  The  Refugee  Commission,  under  the  guidance  of  Dr.  Freu- 
denberg,  is  operating  with  a  budget  of  480,000  Swiss  francs 
and  meeting  the  needs  of  refugees  in  many  countries.  It  has 
added  recently  two  members  :  Mr.  Alan  Braley  (Britain),  and' 
Pastor  Harald  Sandbaek,  provided  by  the  Church  of  Denmark. 
Denmark  is  already  taking  its  place  among  the  giving  countries.! 
During  the  war  it  cared  for  300,000  refugees,  and  still  has 
150,000  to  look  after.  Sweden  too,  has  a  remarkable  record 
to  date  in  dealing  with  the  refugees  ;  it  has  taken  every  one  of 
them  into  the  life  of  the  nation  and  has  given  them  work  and. 
a  place  in  the  community. 

“  An  Ecumenical  Loan  Fund,  known  as  ECLOF,  has  been 
established  for  the  purpose  of  giving  grants  to  the  countries 
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which  need  them  for  rebuilding.  This  Fund  has  received 
much  support  from  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain. 
Mr.  F.-Marc  Sauter  is  now  engaged  in  setting  up  loan  funds 
in  each  country  related  to  the  Department.  Already  the  Fund 
amounts  to  more  than  one  and  a  half  million  Swiss  francs. 

“  The  infinite  variety  and  complexity  of  the  needs  in  the 
stricken  countries  are  well  known.  Twenty  countries  and 
national  committees  with  their  representatives  from  the  various 
churches,  large  and  small,  State  and  Free,  etc.  are  related 
to  the  work  of  the  Department.  For  the  first  time  in  history 
they  are  coming  together  to  discuss  common  problems.  Count¬ 
less  institutions  for  welfare  work  which  have  been  destroyed 
or  which  had  to  be  shut  down  for  lack  of  resources  or  personnel 
need  our  help. 

“  We  have  also  had  to  take  care  of  students  who  after  six 
or  seven  years  of  isolation  need  to  be  taken  out  of  their  loneli¬ 
ness  and  have  a  breath  of  free  air  in  other  countries,  and  given 
a  chance  to  study  abroad. 

“  Provision  of  books  has  been  a  major  effort.  A  hundred 
libraries  have  been  provided  by  the  U.S.  ;  Britain  has  sent 
seventy- five ;  but  Switzerland  has  outdone  all  in  the  generous 
way  she  has  provided  books  both  in  French  and  German. 
Paper  for  printing  and  office  use  has  also  had  to  be  provided, 
in  many  hundreds  of  tons. 

“  We  have  had  to  deal  with  the  transport  shortage.  There 
is  no  interest  of  the  Christian  churches  of  Europe  that  is  not 
our  concern  and  which  we  are  not  willing  to  help. 

“We  are  already  beginning  long  term  plans  along  such 
fines  as  the  re-planning  of  churches  strategically,  evangelism, 
work  among  youth,  etc. 

“  In  spite  of  the  generally  grim  situation  there  are  signs 
of  hope  in  the  dark  picture  : 

1.  a  measure  of  co-operation  within  the  churches  and  between 
the  nations  as  never  before  ; 

2.  churches  have  been  shaken  wide  awake  and  now  see  the 
precarious  situation  to  which  Christian  culture  and  civifisa- 
tion  have  come  ; 

3.  from  country  after  country  the  report  comes  that  never 
was  there  such  a  chance  for  preaching  the  Gospel  as  there 
is  today  ;  the  churches  need  help  to  take  hold  of  this 
opportunity  ; 
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4.  the  work  of  the  Reconstruction  Department  which  binds 

together  the  greatest  effort  in  inter-church  aid  which  the 

Christian  Church  has  seen  in  its  long  history. 

“  If  Christ  is  to  be  enthroned  over  the  lives  of  men  in  Europe 
it  will  be  through  the  revival  of  the  Church  by  the  grace  of 
God  and  the  working  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  It  is  Christian  civilisa¬ 
tion  that  is  at  stake,  not  merely  in  Europe  but  also  in  Britain 
and  the  United  States.” 

Dr.  Barstow  briefly  supplemented  the  statement  of  Dr.  Cock- 
burn  and  told  the  meeting  that  20  Quonset  huts  were  on  their 
way  to  Japan  to  be  used  as  relief  and  worship  centres,  and  that 
hymnals  were  also  being  sent. 

The  new  Constitution  for  the  Reconstruction  Department 
prepared  by  the  Committee  of  the  Department  was  adopted. 

(The  Constitution  appears  on  page  126.) 

It  was  agreed  that  the  present  Business  Committee  of  the 
Department  should  have  power  to  act  until  the  new  Consti¬ 
tution  could  begin  to  operate.  It  was  also  agreed  that  the 
Committee  of  the  Department  should  have  power  to  make 
changes  in  the  organisation  of  the  Annual  Conference  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  changing  circumstances  and  financial  possibilities. 

On  the  proposal  of  Dr.  KoecJilin  the  following  were  appointed 
as  members  of  the  General  Committee  of  the  Reconstruction 
Department  with  understanding  that  the  appointment  of  repre¬ 
sentatives  concerning  which  negotiations  were  still  in  process 
would  be  confirmed  by  the  Administrative  Committee  and  that 
the  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  would  be  chosen  by 
the  General  Committee. 

The  list  is  as  follows  : 

Chairman:  Dr.  Alphons  Koeehlin. 

Secretary:  Dr.  J.  Hutchison  Cockburn. 

Members :  Professor  Hamilcar  Alivisatos,  Greece. 

Dr.  Robbins  W.  Barstow,  U.S.A. 

Professor  Frank  Bednar,  Czechoslovakia. 

M.  Ch.  Bungener,  France. 

Pastor  Guido  Comba,  Italy. 

Dr.  E.  Emmen,  Holland. 

Dr.  W.  J.  Gallagher,  Canada. 

Professor  Adolph  Keller,  Switzerland. 
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Bishop  Adolf  Kiiry,  Switzerland 

(representing  the  Old  Catholic  Churches). 
Dr.  A.  J.  Macdonald,  Great  Britain. 
Pastor  Richard  Staehelin,  Switzerland. 
Pastor  Mathieu  Schyns,  Belgium. 

Pastor  G.  Traar,  Austria. 

Representatives  of 


Norway 
Sweden 
Finland 
Denmark 
Germany 

A  Representative  of  the  Orthodox  Churches 
(after  consultation  with  Archbishop  Ger- 
manos). 


to  be  appointed 
after  consultation 
with  the  respective 
church-authorities 


XV.  Ecumenical  Commission  for  Chaplaincy  Service 

to  Prisoners  of  War 

The  General  Secretary  reported  that  no  fundamental  changes 
had  taken  place  in  the  work  of  the  Ecumenical  Commission 
for  Chaplaincy  Service  to  Prisoners  of  War  since  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Provisional  Committee.  Unfortunately  the 
number  of  war  prisoners  which  the  Commission  has  to  care  for 
was  still  very  large,  hundreds  of  thousands  still  being  in  camps 
and  work  detachments.  Only  in  the  United  States  had  the 
work  come  to  an  end.  On  behalf  of  the  World  Council  the 
General  Secretary  expressed  thanks  for  the  work  done  in  this 
country  as  well  as  for  the  continuing  support  of  the  American 
churches  of  the  work  still  being  done  in  other  countries.  In 
Britain  the  Chaplaincy  Commission  had  been  working  in  the 
closest  collaboration  with  the  Y.M.C.A.  whose  staff  had  been 
ably  led  by  Pastor  Birger  Forell.  The  Geneva  Committee  had 
been  most  directly  involved  in  the  work  in  Italy  and  in  France 
where  it  had  had  its  own  representative,  Pastor  Blum,  of 
Switzerland .  Though  the  number  of  war  prisoners  was  decreasing, 
it  is  likely  that  for  quite  some  time  to  come  there  would  be  pri¬ 
soners  of  war  in  France.  The  concern  of  the  Commission  was  with 
the  religious  and  spiritual  task,  backing  up  church  communities, 
distributing  Bibles  and  religious  literature,  and  regularly 
publishing  the  periodical  “  Lagergemeinde  ”  which  now  had  a 
large  circulation  and  which  also  went  to  refugees. 
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Steps  had  been  taken,  especially  by  the  Chairman  of  the 
Commission,  to  implement  the  resolution  on  the  prisoner  of 
war  situation  adopted  by  the  Administrative  Committee  last 
summer.  On  the  question  of  the  re-drafting  of  the  Geneva 
Convention  concerning  prisoners  of  war  now  in  process, 
attempts  were  being  made  to  get  written  nto  the  Convention 
much  more  definite  statements  about  the  privileges  which  free 
societies,  especially  the  churches  must  have  in  order  to  perform 
their  spiritual  task  among  prisoners  of  war.  In  this  matter  also 
the  Commission  was  collaborating  closely  with  the  Y.M.C.A. 

The  General  Secretary  then  asked  what  was  to  become  of 
the  Commission  when  there  no  longer  are  prisoners  of  war. 
He  felt  that  the  Council  must  not  simply  let  it  go  out  of  exist¬ 
ence  but  be  able  to  call  on  it  whenever  there  is  a  need  for  the 
same  kind  of  work  to  be  taken  up  again.  He  suggested  that  the 
Commission  be  maintained  on  the  records  as  one  of  the  commis¬ 
sions  of  the  World  Council  so  that  it  might  be  called  on 
whenever  needed. 

Dr.  Roswell  Barnes  suggested  to  the  Provisional  Committee 
that  it  should  express  appreciation  to  the  churches  which  had 
made  available  the  chaplains  for  this  very  difficult  service. 
This  involved  special  appreciation  to  the  Church  of  Sweden 
which,  at  a  time  when  it  could  with  difficulty  spare  any  men, 
released  three  of  its  most  competent  younger  pastors  for  this 
service,  Pastor  Wenngren,  Pastor  Almquist  and  Pastor  Noth- 
hacksberger,  who  had  rendered  invaluable  service  to  the  whole 
Church  of  Christ.  Expressions  of  appreciation  which  came  from 
the  prisoners,  especially  the  pastors  and  theological  students, 
ndicated  that  many  were  surprised  to  find  that  the  Church 
followed  them  with  its  ministry  to  a  foreign  country,  behind 
barbed  wires,  and  into  the  most  difficult  experiences  of  life. 
More  than  any  other  one  thing,  this  helped  to  keep  strong  their 
faith.  The  work  of  the  Commission  in  the  United  States  should 
serve  as  a  useful  lesson  for  the  World  Council  in  developing  a 
pattern  of  co-operation  between  the  churches^and  a  voluntary, 
non-ecclesiastical  lay  organisation.  Through  the  development 
of  its  co-operation  with  the  War  Prisoners’  Aid  of  the  Y.M.C.A. 
the  Commission  learned  how  appropriately  to  relate  the  pro¬ 
gramme  of  a  Christian  lay  organisation  and  an  ecclesiastical 
body. 
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Lastly,  Dr.  Barnes  reported  that  representatives  of  the 
Chaplaincy  Commission  in  this  country  had  joined  others  in 
approaching  the  United  States  army  authorities  with  regard  to 
their  responsibility  for  initiative  with  regard  to  prisoners  of 
war  still  held,  and  had  been  intervening  on  behalf  of  a  just 
and  Christian  policy  at  this  point.  He  also  suggested  that  the 
Council  might  take  advantage  of  the  experience  of  the  Chap¬ 
laincy  Commission  in  connection  with  the  problems  of  the 
deportations  of  aliens,  etc. 

Dr.  Mott ,  on  behalf  of  the  Y.M.C.A.  expressed  appreciation 
for  Dr.  Barnes’  excellent  co-operation  in  the  development  of  the 
programme  of  a  very  complex  work. 

Dr.  Gallagher,  who  had  been  entrusted  with  the  respon¬ 
sibility  of  making  arrangements  in  Canada  for  chaplaincy 
service,  added  the  appreciation  of  the  Canadian  Council  of 
Churches  for  the  service  rendered  by  the  pastors  who  came  from 
Sweden. 

The  Bishop  of  Chichester  also  expressed  thanks  to  the 
Chaplaincy  Commission  and  to  the  Y.M.C.A.,  in  which  connec¬ 
tion  he  wished  to  mention  the  name  of  John  Barwick  as  well 
as  that  of  Pastor  Forell.  Help  of  this  remedial,  educational  and 
spiritual  character  was  much  appreciated  by  the  prisoners  of 
war.  But  all  these  things  swung  into  comparatively  small  place 
in  their  minds  because  of  their  burning  concern  about  the  whole 
question  of  repatriation.  In  the  United  Kingdom  there  were  still 
some  400,000  German  prisoners  of  war,  and  at  the  present  rate 
of  repatriation,  17,500  per  month  which  would  be  raised  in  the 
summer  to  25,000  per  month,  the  last  of  the  prisoners  would 
return  home  four  years  after  the  cessation  of  hostilities. 

Mr.  Strong  said  that  the  close  co-operation  since  1939  with 
the  World  Council  in  this  work  had  meant  much  to  him  and 
his  associates.  He  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  to  the  situation  in  the  Far  East.  There  were  still  one  and  a 
quarter  million  Japanese  prisoners  of  war  not  returned  home. 
Those  held  in  Malaya  and  Burma  were  accessible  and  he  expressed 
the  hope  that  the  Council  would  extend  its  help  to  that  group 
of  people  among  whom  there  had  been  a  surprising  interest  in 
Christianity.  There  had  recently  been  a  meeting  in  Japan  of 
J apanese  who  were  taking  steps  not  only  to  receive  the  prisoners 
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back  but  also  to  serve  those  who  had  not  yet  returned.  He 
hoped  the  Council  would  let  the  Japanese  committee  know  of  its 
interest  in  this  work. 

Pastor  Niemoeller  added  his  thanks  on  behalf  of  those 
immediately  and  personally  concerned  to  the  Y.M.C.A.  and  the 
Chaplaincy  Commission  and  all  who  had  worked  to  alleviate 
the  fate  of  the  prisoners  of  war,  and  more  especially  to  President 
Bcegner.  It  might  not  be  generally  known  that  last  winter  the 
whole  of  evangelical  Christendom  in  Germany  had  issued  a 
Christmas  wish  of  the  German  people  to  get  back  the  prisoners 
of  war.  The  psychological  question  was  not  only  one  for  the 
prisoners  but  for  the  whole  country  and  added  to  the  feeling  of 
despair  and  despondency.  The  deepest  bitterness  was  expressed 
by  relatives  of  prisoners  and  the  prisoners  themselves  who  had 
been  in  America  and  had  anticipated  and  often  been  led  to 
believe  that  they  would  be  sent  directly  home  but  who  were 
instead  sent  to  other  parts  of  Europe.  Their  confidence  and 
trust  had  been  shattered,  and  Pastor  Niemoeller  urged  that 
particularly  these  people  should  now  be  sent  home. 

Dr.  Cockburn  felt  that  it  was  a  duty  to  try  to  have  the 
defects  of  the  Geneva  Convention  remedied,  especially  with 
regard  to  the  hiatus  between  surrender  and  the  signing  of  the 
peace  treaties  ;  and  he  suggested  that  the  Council  might 
consider  asking  the  Chaplaincy  Commission  to  take  counsel 
with  the  Commission  of  the  Churches  on  International  Affairs 
with  regard  to  an  approach  to  the  United  Nations  on  this 
matter. 

The  Committee  then  agreed  to  accept  the  resolution 
suggested  by  the  General  Secretary  that : 

“  The  Provisional  Committee  receives  the  report  of  the 
Ecumenical  Commission  for  Chaplaincy  Service  to  Prisoners 
of  War;  that  it  expresses  its  gratitude  to  the  churches  who 
have  made  chaplains  available  for  this  important  work  ; 
that  it  approves  the  resolution  of  the  Administrative  Com¬ 
mittee  concerning  prisoners  of  war  which  was  adopted 
last  August ;  that  it  expresses  its  conviction  that  the  Chap¬ 
laincy  Commission  should  continue  to  exist  and  that  it 
should  prepare  a  report  on  the  work  done  and  also  a  charter 
which  may  put  in  permanent  form  the  processes  which 
have  been  the  basis  of  the  Commission’s  work  during  the 
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last  years  ;  that  the  question  of  the  reconsideration  of 
the  Convention  of  Geneva  not  only  in  regard  to  relationships 
with  private  organisations  but  also  at  other  points  be 
referred  to  the  Ecumenical  Commission  for  Chaplaincy 
Service  to  Prisoners  of  War,  and  that  in  matters  which 
do  not  refer  only  to  the  relations  with  private  organisation 
it  consult  with  the  Commission  of  the  Churches  on  Inter¬ 
national  Affairs ;  and  that  the  Provisional  Committee 
of  the  Council,  having  learned  of  the  growing  interest 
of  the  Christian  Churches  and  the  Y.M.C.A.  in  Japan  in  the 
Japanese  surrendered  personnel  still  held  in  foreign  lands 
during  the  rehabilitation,  desires  to  extend  its  spiritual 
support  to  these  churches  and  requests  the  Chaplaincy 
Commission  to  extend  its  services  as  far  as  feasible  to  the 
Japanese  Prisoners  of  War  in  South  East  Asia.” 

XVI.  Study  Department 

Pastor  Ehrenstrom ,  Director,  presented  a  report  on  what  had 
been  done  by  the  Study  Department  since  the  last  meeting 
of  the  Provisional  Committee,  dealing  almost  entirely  with  the 
preparation  for  the  Assembly. 

The  work  of  the  Department  had  been  seriously  handicapped 
by  lack  of  staff.  It  was  hoped  that  the  situation  would  improve 
during  the  coming  months.  Bishop  Xeill  would  begin  his  work  in 
Geneva  in  September.  At  this  point  Pastor  Ehrenstrom  paid 
tribute  to  Union  Theological  Seminary  and  Oberlin  College 
for  their  generosity  in  lending  to  the  Council  the  services  of 
Professor  John  Bennett  and  Professor  Walter  Horton,  tem¬ 
porary  staff  members  of  the  Study  Department,  June  to 
December  1946,  and  April  to  December  1947,  respectively. 
The  staff  of  the  Department  remained  inadequate,  however, 
in  comparison  with  the  task  to  be  performed. 

In  conclusion,  Pastor  Ehrenstrom  expressed  the  belief  that 
the  Assembly  of  the  World  Council  might  signify  a  new  depar¬ 
ture  in  the  life  of  the  world,  if  it  led  to  a  new  departure  in  the 
life  of  the  Church. 

On  behalf  of  all  members  Dr.  Bcegner  thanked  Pastor 
Ehrenstrom  and  his  associates  for  all  that  they  had  done. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Study  Department  Commission, 
Dr.  Van  Dusen ,  then  gave  an  interpretation  of  the  signifi¬ 
cance  of  the  study  programme. 
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Thus  far,  he  said,  the  preparation  of  the  Study  Department 
for  the  Assembly  had  largely  consisted  in  the  redefinition  and 
clarification  of  the  main  theme  and  the  four  subsidiary  themes 
and  the  devising  of  a  general  scheme  of  preparation.  It  was 
hoped  that  the  Department  could  place  in  the  hands  of  the 
delegates  prior  to  the  Assembly  the  quintessence  of  the  vast 
amount  of  thought  and  criticism  which  had  gone  on  in  the 
study  preparation,  though  it  did  not  intend  to  print  this 
material  until  after  the  Assembly.  It  was  planned  that  the  first 
drafts  should  be  completed  so  far  as  possible  by  June  of  this 
year,  at  which  time  they  would  be  criticised  carefully  by  the 
members  of  the  four  commissions  meeting  with  the  Study 
Department  in  Geneva.  All  the  papers  would  then  be  revised 
during  the  summer  and  the  second  drafts  widely  distributed 
for  criticism  before  the  middle  of  October.  All  papers  would 
besent  to  the  members  of  the  Provisional  Committee.  It  was 
hoped  that  the  final  drafts  would  be  ready  shortly  after  the 
first  of  the  year,  1948,  and  distributed  to  the  delegates 
to  the  Assembly  in  advance  of  their  coming. 

The  whole  process,  however,  was  extremely  complicated  and 
there  was  a  real  danger  that  the  impression  made  by  the  prepara¬ 
tion  for  the  Assembly  might  be  one  of  complexity  leading  to 
confusion.  It  was  the  desire  of  the  Study  Department  not  only 
that  this  should  not  happen,  but  that  the  exact  reverse  should 
happen ;  their  desire  was  that  the  Assembly  should  make  upon  the 
delegates  an  impression  of  one,  or  at  most  two  or  three,  over¬ 
arching  problems  with  which  the  churches  have  to  wrestle 
today.  And  that  in  the  same  fashion  the  delegates  should  leave 
the  Assembly  with  a  very  clear  impression  of  one,  at  the  most 
two  or  three,  imperatives  which  it  would  be  their  responsibility 
to  transmit  to  the  churches  they  represented.  In  a  world  which 
seemed  to  become  ever  more  confused  and  complex  there  was  an 
increased  desire,  and  not  a  mistaken  one,  that  the  churches 
should  be  able  to  see  the  few  crucial  issues  with  increasing 
clarity  and  lay  their  hands  upon  them.  If  this  was  the  mind  of  the 
Provisional  Committee,  when  the  Study  Department  Commis¬ 
sion  meets  in  June  they  would  make  a  serious  effort  to  try  and 
discover  the  one  or  two  issues  which  the  Assembly  must 
confront,  and  possibly  in  anticipation  the  one  or  two  words 
which  the  Assembly  should  be  prepared  to  say,  words  not  only 
of  speech  but  of  life. 

The  theme  of  the  Assembly  was  bifocal,  presupposing  a 
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confrontation  of  the  chaos  in  contemporary  life  on  the  one 
hand,  and  on  the  other,  the  divine  purpose,  considered  not 
statically  but  dynamically.  Dr.  Van  Dusen  suggested,  as  his 
purely  personal  word,  that  the  character  of  the  two  foci  might 
change,  and  in  place  of  man’s  disorder  would  appear  the 
churches’  disorder,  and  in  place  of  God’s  design,  God’s  intention 
for  us  as  Christian  Churches  ;  that  the  reality  of  the  Church, 
with  its  strength  and  its  tragic  weakness,  and  on  the  other  hand 
the  Church  as  God  intends  it  to  be  today,  would  appear  as 
the  mediating  factor.  The  greatest  fear  for  the  Assembly  was 
that  we  should  occupy  ourselves  so  largely  with  the  diseases 
and  the  sins  of  others  that  we  should  not  allow  our  minds  to 
come  sharply  to  focus  on  our  own  diseases  and  sins.  The 
analysis  should  always  be  brought  to  focus  at  that  point  where 
we  can  do  something  about  it ;  where  we  could  take  our  places 
most  significantly  within  God’s  purpose. 

If  this  be  true,  the  thought  of  the  Assembly  still  would  be 
bifocal — the  disorder  of  the  Church  and  God’s  design  within 
the  Church  ;  and,  within  that  design,  on  the  one  hand  the 
spiritual  renewal  of  the  Church  as  an  imperative,  on  the  other 
the  unity  of  the  churches  as  an  imperative. 

Dr.  Manikam  then  made  a  brief  statement  concerning  the 
hopes  and  prayers  of  the  Younger  Churches  for  this  first 
Assembly.  He  emphasised  three  facts  of  great  significance. 
First,  one  must  thank  God  for  the  manifestation  of  the  spirit 
of  unity  in  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  the  world  over.  In  the 
last  score  of  years  among  non-Eoman  communions  there  had 
been  a  greater  manifestation  of  this  spirit  than  ever  before, 
and  this  was  particularly  true  in  the  lands  of  the  Younger  Chur¬ 
ches.  The  Younger  Churches  rejoiced  in  the  World  Council  as 
the  birth  of  an  ecumenical  movement  in  the  Christian  world. 

Second,  in  the  East  the  churches  had  come  to  the  realisation 
that  mere  co-operation  was  not  enough.  Particularly  in  India 
there  had  been  indications  of  two  further  stages,  (1)  that  of 
planning  and  action,  the  churches  of  Christ  in  India  acting  as 
if  they  were  one  Church  ;  and  (2)  that  of  experimentation  in 
organic  church  union.  As  an  illustration,  by  September  of  the 
present  year  there  would  come  into  existence  the  United  Church 
of  South  India,  composed  of  the  Congregational,  the  Episcopal, 
the  Methodist,  the  Presbyterian  and  the  Eeformed  communions. 
The  Younger  Churches  expressed  the  hope  that  the  World 


—  30  — 


Council  would  not  content  itself  with  being  an  agency  for 
co-operation,  but  would  be  led  on  to  united  planning  and  united 
action.  How  might  the  activities  of  the  Council,  they  asked, 
lead  on  to  the  answer  to  the  prayer  of  the  Lord  that  all  may  be 
one  ? 

Thirdly,  the  Younger  Churches  feared  that  while  they  were 
churches  in  their  own  lands  they  might  lose  the  sense  of  member¬ 
ship  in  the  body  of  the  Christ.  Nationalism  in  itself  was  good, 
but  it  would  be  a  great  tragedy  if  it  should  rob  the  churches 
of  the  spirit  of  ecumenicity,  of  the  sense  of  membership  in 
a  world- wide  Church.  And  so  the  Younger  Churches  rejoiced 
in  the  World  Council  and  hailed  it  as  of  the  greatest  signific¬ 
ance. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Grubb  that  the  report  of  the  Study 
Department  be  received  and  referred,  with  the  discussion  which 
followed,  to  the  Geneva  meeting  of  the  Assembly  Commissions 
for  consideration  was  agreed  upon. 

It  was  also  agreed  to  appoint  Professor  G.  L.  Hromadka, 
of  Czechoslovakia,  as  a  member  of  the  Study  Department 
Commission,  and  to  add  Dr.  M.  Rizzo,  of  Brazil,  to  the  Second 
Commission  for  the  Assembly. 

It  was  also  agreed  to  send  an  expression  of  gratitude  to 
Union  Theological  Seminary  and  Oberlin  College  for  the  loan 
of  the  services  of  Professor  John  Bennett  and  Professor 
Walter  Horton. 


XVII.  The  Ecumenical  Institute 

The  General  Secretary  reported  on  the  Ecumenical  Insti¬ 
tute.  He  underfined  the  fact  that  the  work  which  it  sought  to 
accomplish  had  no  precedent  in  ecumenical  history  and  that 
the  first  years  must  therefore  be  considered  as  years  of  experi¬ 
ment.  The  courses  which  had  been  held,  one  for  laymen  and 
one  for  theologians,  had  been  very  rewarding  in  that  young 
men  and  women  from  all  churches  and  backgrounds  had  actual¬ 
ly  lived  through  the  ecumenical  experience  of  being  brought 
into  close  fellowship  in  spite  of  their  differences.  Many  other 
courses  of  longer  or  shorter  duration  were  to  be  held  during 
the  next  months  for  the  following  groups  :  youth  leaders, 
Christian  politicians,  university  teachers,  schoolteachers,  doc¬ 
tors,  evangelists. 
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The  Institute  had  called  together  the  leaders  of  the  various 
institutes  and  organisations  for  laymen’s  work.  This  meeting 
had  sent  a  message  to  the  Provisional  Committee  announcing 
that  a  Fellowship  for  Lay-work  had  been  formed  in  order  to 
unite  such  organisations  as  sought  to  establish  direct  contact 
between  the  Church  and  the  people  of  different  professions 
and  so  to  serve  as  an  instrument  by  means  of  which  the  message 
of  the  ecumenical  movement  to  laymen  might  become  a  more 
concrete  reality.  It  was  planned  to  have  the  centre  for  this 
work  at  the  Ecumenical  Institute.  For  this  purpose  additional 
staff  would  be  required.  The  hope  was  expressed  that  the 
next  meeting  would  include  representatives  from  America, 
Asia  and  other  parts  of  the  world. 

It  was  voted  to  receive  with  gratitude  the  message  of  the 
meeting  of  lay-leaders  and  to  refer  their  proposals  to  the  Board 
of  the  Institute. 

The  General  Secretary  stressed  the  need  for  more  scholar¬ 
ships,  especially  for  laymen,  since  few  of  them  could  afford 
the  costs  involved  and  no  sufficient  funds  for  this  purpose  were 
available. 

The  Committee  adopted  the  following  resolution  : 

“  The  Provisional  Committee  rejoices  in  the  progress 
made  by  the  Ecumenical  Institute  during  its  first  year  of 
existence,  and  desires  to  express  its  deep  interest  in  its  work 
of  ecumenical  education  and  of  helping  Christian  laymen  in 
finding  a  solid  basis  for  their  Christian  task  in  the  world ; 
it  expresses  the  desire  that  the  churches  in  all  parts  of 
the  world  should  make  full  use  of  the  opportunities  afforded 
by  the  Institute  and  that  they  should  provide  scholar¬ 
ships  to  enable  students  from  their  own  and  other  chur¬ 
ches  to  attend  the  courses.” 

XVIII.  Youth  Department 

The  General  Secretary  called  attention  to  the  formation 
of  the  Youth  Department  of  the  World  Council.  The  Committee 
of  the  Youth  Department  had  been  set  up  and  had  held  two 
meetings. 

The  Committee  desired  to  propose  that  the  Bev.  William 
Keys  be  appointed  as  co-chairman  of  the  Youth  Department 
with  Mile  Madeleine  Barot.  This  proposal  was  unanimously 
accepted. 
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Mr.  Keys  reported  on  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Department 
in  Geneva  and  especially  on  the  plan  to  make  a  world  survey 
of  the  church  youth-movements  in  collaboration  with  the 
World  Sunday  School  Association. 

A  statement  of  policy  of  the  Youth  Department  had  been 
prepared  and  circulated  to  the  members  of  the  Provisional 
Committee.  It  had  already  been  approved  by  the  Administra¬ 
tive  Committee.  It  was  decided  to  approve  this  statement  of 
policy  (see  page  130).  Mr.  Keys  presented  briefly  the  immed¬ 
iate  plans  of  the  Youth  Department  and  said  that  the  Depart¬ 
ment  looks  forward  to  participating  in  the  World  Assembly  at 
Amsterdam.  He  also  reported  on  relationships  with  the  Recon¬ 
struction  Department,  especially  along  the  lines  of  adding  to 
the  Youth  Department  a  secretary  for  reconstruction,  or  vice 
versa,  a  secretary  for  youth  work  to  the  Reconstruction 
Department.  He  went  on  to  describe  the  great  joint  enterprise 
of  the  World  Conference  of  Christian  Youth  at  Oslo  in  which 
many  other  Youth  organisations  are  co-operating  and  which 
is  arousing  a  great  deal  of  interest.  He  said  that  the  outlook 
for  travel  both  financially  and  politically  had  been  bad  for  a 
time  but  had  now  greatly  improved. 

On  the  nomination  of  the  Youth  Department  Committee 
the  following  were  added  to  that  committee  : 

Mrs.  Maruja  I.  de  Lura  Villanueva,  Argentina. 

A.  B.  Dehghani,  Iran. 

R.  D.  Say,  England. 

John  W.  Sadiq,  India. 

It  was  decided  to  send  the  following  message  to  the  leaders 
of  the  Second  World  Conference  of  Christian  Youth  at  Oslo  : 

“  Provisional  Committee  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
has  heard  with  great  interest  and  gratification  of  the  progress 
of  plans  for  the  forthcoming  World  Conference  of  Christian 
Youth  at  Oslo. 

“  Keenly  alive  to  the  contributions  of  the  Christian  youth 
movements  to  recent  ecumenical  developments,  and  of  the 
vital  role  of  these  movements  in  enlisting  leadership  for  the 
ecumenical  developments  of  the  future,  the  members  of  the 
Provisional  Committee  assure  the  leaders  of  the  Oslo  Conference 
of  their  whole-hearted  and  prayerful  support.” 
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XIX.  Commission  of  the  Churches  on  International  Affairs 

Mr.  Kenneth  Grubb  reported  on  the  Commission  of  the 
Churches  on  International  Affairs. 

The  Commission  of  the  Churches  on  International  Affairs  had 
been  formed  as  the  result  of  a  conference  of  men  prominent  in 
church  affairs,  representing  17  nations,  called  at  Cambridge, 
England,  in  August,  1946.  On  that  occasion  the  World  Council 
of  Churches  and  the  International  Missionary  Council  decided 
to  set  up  a  Commission  to  act  on  their  behalf  in  the  field  of 
international  relations. 

Mr.  K.  G.  Grubb,  London,  was  appointed  Director  of  the 
Commission  and  Dr.  O.  Frederick  Nolde  of  Philadelphia, 
Associate  Director.  The  Chairmanship  was  at  present  vacant. 
Mr.  J.  Foster  Dulles  was  vice-chairman.  It  was  intended  that 
the  Commission  should  consist  of  some  30  to  60  churchmen 
representing  the  Christian  churches  all  over  the  world. 

The  Commission  had  been  declared  constituted  on  January 
1947.  Offices  had  been  opened  in  New  York  and  London.  The 
first  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  would  be  held  at 
Buck  Hill  Falls,  April  25th  and  26th.  It  was  intended  to  raise  a 
budget  of  $  50,000. 

The  main  tasks  before  the  commission  were  three. 

Firstly,  it  must  pursue  its  own  organisation.  That  involved 
the  completion  of  the  number  of  commissioners,  the  definition 
of  the  lines  on  which  the  Commission  should  work,  its  relation 
with  councils  of  churches  and  church  organisations  all  over 
the  world. 

Secondly,  it  had  certain  tasks  before  it  defined  by  the  nature 
of  the  international  scene.  It  was  concerned  to  establish  relation¬ 
ships  with  the  United  Nations  and  certain  of  its  specialised 
agencies.  Questions  in  the  field  of  trusteeship  and  human 
rights  were  of  special  concern  to  it.  The  programme  of 
U.N.E.S.C.O.  similarly  included  proposals  for  work  of  a  type 
in  which  the  churches  had  had  experience  in  many  parts  of 
the  world.  Discussions  on  the  German  Peace  Treaty  would 
probably  involve  the  perpetually  recurring  problem  of  freedom 
of  religion.  On  these  and  other  related  matters  the  Commission 
was  already  working. 

Thirdly,  the  Commission  was  to  act  as  the  fourth  of  the  four 
Study  Commissions  set  up  to  prepare  for  the  World  Assembly 
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of  the  Churches  in  Amsterdam  in  1948.  The  Commission  was 
therefore  pursuing  a  programme  of  studies  which  would  give 
special  attention  to  the  baffling  problems  raised  for  the 
Christian  conscience  by  the  accomplishments  and  policies  of  the 
XJ.S.S.R.  in  international  affairs.  It  would  also  deal  with  the 
modern  approach  of  human  rights  which  includes  the  essential 
demands  of  religious  liberty.  It  would  also  seek  to  analyse  the 
factors  which  the  churches  should  bear  in  mind  in  expressing 
the  Christian  conscience  in  regard  to  international  relations. 

The  following  resolution  was  proposed  and  adopted: 

“  That  the  Provisional  Committee,  having  heard  the 
Report  of  the  Commission  of  the  Churches  on  Foreign 
Affairs  and  having  received  the  joint  resolution  of  the 
I.M.C.  and  the  W.C.C.  on  this  subject,  confirms  the  action 
of  the  Cambridge  Conference  of  1946  in  establishing  the 
Commission,  rejoices  in  the  progress  made  in  establishing 
the  Commission  and  wishes  it  success  in  its  further  work.” 

Mr.  Goodall  voiced  his  anxiety  that  the  two  bodies  should 
take  seriously  their  responsibility  for  financial  support  for 
the  common  enterprise. 

Dr.  Van  Dusen  proposed  the  following  resolution  : 

“  That  this  Committee  express  its  concern  and  sense 
of  responsibility  for  the  advance  of  the  Commission  espe¬ 
cially  with  respect  to  leadership  and  finances  and  empowers 
its  representative  on  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Commission  to  take  appropriate  action.” 

This  resolution  was  adopted  as  an  addendum  to  the  foregoing 
resolution  confirming  the  establishment  of  the  Commission. 

In  answer  to  a  question  of  Mr.  TJrwin ,  Mr.  Grubb  said  that 
the  Commission  was  negotiating  with  national  councils  of 
churches  to  promote  the  formation  of  national  committees  on 
foreign  affairs,  as  these  would  provide  avenues  of  action  and 
education. 

Prof.  Nolde  reminded  those  present  that  the  churches  were 
now  engaged  in  a  great  enterprise  to  repair  the  damages  of  war 
while  the  Commission  would  seek  to  prevent  further  damage  of 
this  nature,  and  said  that  if  a  small  percentage  of  the  money 
now  used  to  make  repairs  could  be  used  to  prevent  the  damage, 
the  financial  problems  of  the  Commission  would  be  solved. 
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XX.  The  Ecumenical  Journal 

The  General  Secretary  reported  that  on  the  basis  of  corres¬ 
pondence  with  Bishop  Brilioth,  Chairman  of  the  Editorial 
Board,  and  other  members  of  the  Board,  it  was  now  proposed 
o  bring  out  the  first  number  on  January  1948.  Negotiations 
lad  taken  place  with  the  Board  of  the  American  Quarterly 
‘  Christendom  ”  and  a  tentative  agreement  had  been  reached 
iccording  to  which  every  other  issue  of  Christendom  would 
nclude  the  entire  material  of  the  Ecumenical  Journal  (with 
possible  additional  material  to  complete  the  usual  size  of 
Christendom).  The  duplicatory  issues  would  carry  the  joint 
itle  of  the  two  periodicals  and  joint  promotional  and  sub- 
scriptional  arrangements  would  be  made.  This  proposal  for  a 
loint  publication  was  accepted  with  the  understanding  that  it 
vould  be  reconsidered  after  the  first  experimental  period. 

A  number  of  members  expressed  the  conviction  that  the 
itle  “  Koinonia  ”  was  unsuitable,  since  it  was  unintelligible  to 
nany  whom  the  ecumenical  journal  should  attempt  to  reach. 


XXI.  The  Ecumenical  Press  Service 

The  General  Secretary  reported  that  on  the  occasion  of  the 
nerger  of  the  International  Christian  Press  and  Information 
Service  with  the  Press  Service  of  the  International  Missionary 
Council  the  combined  press  service  had  taken  the  name 
Ecumenical  Press  Service. 

It  was  now  proposed  that  two  committees  should  be  formed  : 
i  business  committee  and  an  editorial  committee. 

It  was  agreed  to  approve  reorganisation  of  the  E.P.S.  and 
to  refer  further  organisational  questions  to  the  Administrative 
Committee. 


XXII.  Committee  on  Resolutions  and  Pronouncements 

On  behalf  of  the  Sub -committee  on  Resolutions  and  Pro¬ 
nouncements  the  Bishop  of  Chichester  presented  : 

(a)  a  resolution  regarding  public  statements.  This  reso¬ 
lution  was  adopted  with  the  understanding  that  the  Commis¬ 
sion  of  the  Churches  on  International  Affairs  was  not  touched 
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by  this  provision,  since  it  would  operate  under  a  special  consti¬ 
tution  which  would  be  submitted  to  the  Provisional  Committee. 

(The  resolution  appears  on  page  87.) 

(b)  a  resolution  on  the  plight  of  displaced  persons,  refugees 
and  expellees  submitted  by  the  Ecumenical  Eefugee  Com¬ 
mission. 

The  Bishop  of  Chichester  stressed  strongly  the  tragic  plight 
of  the  displaced  millions  and  the  obligation  of  Christians  to 
intervene  on  their  behalf.  Several  other  members  spoke 
strongly  in  favour  of  the  resolution  and  it  was  unanimously 
adopted. 

(The  resolution  appears  on  page  88.) 

(c)  a  statement  concerning  the  function  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches. 

In  a  brief  discussion  as  to  the  possible  use  of  this  state¬ 
ment  it  was  suggested  that  it  represented  an  expression  of 
the  mind  of  the  Provisional  Committee  and  should  be  used  in 
order  to  counteract  wrong  conceptions  concerning  the  nature 
and  task  of  the  World  Council.  The  statement  was  adopted 
unanimously. 

(The  statement  appears  on  page  90.) 

(d)  a  memorandum  drawn  up  by  a  group  of  persons  under 
the  chairmanship  of  the  Eev.  Henry  Carter  which  presented 
a  plea  for  better  Christian- Jewish  relationships.  The  Bishop 
of  Chichester  read  the  memorandum  and  suggested  that  it 
be  referred  to  the  Study  Department  particularly  to  the 
Assembly  Commission  on  Evangelism.  This  was  agreed. 


XXIII.  Staff 

(a)  The  General  Secretary  reported  that  after  a  long  search 
the  right  man  had  been  found  to  serve  as  Assistant  General 
Secretary  (in  Geneva)  in  the  person  of  the  Eev.  Herbert  W. 
Newell,  formerly  General  Secretary  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  of  New  Zealand. 

This  appointment  was  approved. 

(b)  The  following  appointments  to  the  staff  of  the  Study 
Department  were  approved  : 
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Bishop  Stephen  C.  Neill  as  Co-director. 

Dr.  Wolfgang  Schweitzer  as  Secretary. 

Miss  Olive  Wyon  as  Secretary. 

(c)  The  appointment  of  Miss  Jean  Fraser  as  secretary 
of  the  Youth  Department  was  approved. 


XXIV.  The  Programme  of  the  World  Council 

Dr.  Douglas  Horton  presented  the  report  of  the  Sub-com¬ 
mittee  on  the  Programme  of  the  World  Council.  The  recom¬ 
mendations  were  discussed  seriatim  and  a  number  of  amend¬ 
ments  were  proposed  and  adopted. 

It  was  decided  to  receive  this  report  in  substance  but  to 
refer  it  for  more  careful  phrasing  to  the  Administrative  Com¬ 
mittee  at  its  next  meeting.  (The  report  appears  on  page  100.) 

XXV.  Finance 

Mr.  Georges  Lombard  presented  the  Consolidated  Balance 
Sheet  and  the  Consolidated  Income  and  Expense  Account 
for  1946.  (These  documents  appear  on  page  120.) 

The  accounts  of  the  Geneva  office  as  audited  for  1946 
were  approved. 

Mr.  Lombard  then  presented  the  Budget  for  1947  and  pro¬ 
posed  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  an  increase  of  staff  payments 
in  the  Geneva  office  through  a  15%  cost  of  living  adjustment 
with  the  understanding  that  this  additional  sum  was  to  be  paid 
as  long  as  the  standard  cost  of  living  (as  fixed  by  the  Swiss 
authorities)  did  not  decrease  to  more  than  10  points  under 
the  level  of  May  1,  1947.  This  proposal  was  accepted.  (The 
revised  budget  for  1947  appears  on  page  123.)  Mr.  Lombard 
stated  that  the  1948  budget  would  amount  to  approximately 
$155,000. 

The  following  seven  recommendations  of  the  Finance  Com¬ 
mittee  were  also  accepted  : 

1.  To  commend  to  the  churches  most  earnestly  the 

budget  estimate  of  $110,000.00  for  the  Assembly  expenses 
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in  1948,  pointing  out  that  a  considerable  portion  is  for 
aid  to  the  financially  weaker  and  more  distant  churches 
to  be  represented  at  the  Assembly  and  expressing  the 
hope  that  at  least  a  part  of  the  needed  funds  might  if  neces¬ 
sary  be  appropriated  from  monies  designated  as  inter¬ 
church  aid,  it  being  understood  that  the  time  schedule 
makes  it  highly  desirable  that  the  appropriations  from  the 
churches  for  the  full  amount  be  in  hand  by  the  middle 
of  1948. 

2.  To  urge  upon  the  finance  committee  the  preparation 
of  budget  statements  in  future  with  three  columns  of 
figures  showing  respectively  the  former  budget  allotment 
for  each  item,  the  amount  actually  expended,  and  the 
amount  estimated  for  the  next  year. 

3.  To  request  Church  World  Service  to  consider  making 
available  the  sum  necessary  for  the  “  cost  of  living  adjust¬ 
ment  ”  above  voted  to  members  of  the  clerical  force  in 
the  central  offices  in  Geneva,  in  view  of  the  nature  of  the 
service  which  they  render  and  the  relationship  it  bears 
to  reconstruction  and  interchurch  aid. 

4.  To  create  a  special  budget  committee  consisting 
of  the  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee,  members  of 
the  Provisional  Committee  living  near  Geneva,  the  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  Administrative  Committee  and  the  General 
Secretary,  and  to  request  this  committee  to  present  to  the 
member  churches  by  October  1st  of  each  year  the  anti¬ 
cipated  amount  of  the  budget  for  the  ensuing  year. 

5.  To  announce  to  the  member  churches  that  the 
budget  for  1948  is  expected  to  be  the  same  as  for  1947 
except  for  an  amount  to  be  estimated  by  the  special  budget 
committee  to  cover  follow-up  of  the  Assembly  (and  making 
due  allowance  for  the  cost  of  living  adjustment  now  added 
to  the  expenses  of  the  Geneva  office). 

6.  To  accept  with  gratitude  the  offer  of  the  Eglise 
Rationale  Vaudoise  to  permit  the  Ecumenical  Institute 
at  Chateau  de  Bossey  to  become  its  ward  without  financial 
obligation  and  to  empower  the  Committee  for  the  Ecume¬ 
nical  Institute  to  negotiate  and  sign  an  agreement  to  this 
effect  with  the  said  Church. 
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7.  That  representatives  of  any  of  the  member  churches 
acting  as  part  of  the  World  Council  family  at  Geneva  in 
employing  clerks  or  secretaries  to  work  within  the  office 
family  of  the  Council  be  requested  to  consult  with  the 
General  Secretary  in  fixing  all  conditions  of  employment 
including  salaries,  increases,  etc. 

Dr.  Kcechlin  explained  that  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
World  Council  was  still  in  process  of  formation  it  was  impos¬ 
sible  to  incorporate  it  under  the  laws  of  Switzerland  and  that 
an  Auxiliary  Association  had  therefore  been  formed  to  repre¬ 
sent  the  World  Council  in  legal  and  financial  matters.  This 
Auxiliary  Association  was  the  legal  owner  of  all  World  Council 
property.  It  would  be  disbanded  as  soon  as  the  World  Council 
itself  could  be  incorporated.  It  was  voted  to  request  the  Auxi¬ 
liary  Association  to  continue  to  accept  responsibility  for 
representing  the  Council  in  legal  and  financial  matters  and 
to  study  the  question  how  the  World  Council  itself  might 
assume  full  legal  status  according  to  the  Swiss  Law. 


XXVI.  History  of  the  Ecumenical  Movement 

The  General  Secretary  reported  that  the  desire  had  been 
expressed  for  a  history  of  the  ecumenical  movement,  not  only 
in  its  modern  form  but  including  ecumenical  relationships 
in  the  past  centuries.  Last  year  the  Administrative  Committee 
had  agreed  to  appoint  a  group  of  consultants  on  the  subject, 
to  be  convened  by  Dr.  Adolph  Keller.  The  minutes  of  a  meeting 
in  February  1947  of  this  group  on  the  History  of  the  Ecume¬ 
nical  Movement  had  been  circulated  to  the  members  of  the 
Provisional  Committee.  They  contained  the  first  draft  of  a  plan, 
the  main  idea  of  which  was  that  different  sections  should  be 
assigned  to  different  specialists  who  would  work  in  close  contact 
with  each  other.  Dr.  Visser  H  Hooft  suggested  that  the  Com¬ 
mittee  might  give  a  general  blessing  to  this  plan.  It  was 
hoped  that  members  of  the  Committee  would  make  suggestions 
as  to  possible  collaborators.  It  was  also  suggested  that  the 
group  that  had  been  appointed  earlier  should  now  be  appointed 
as  a  committee,  with  Dr.  Keller  as  chairman,  Dr.  Hopkins 
as  secretary,  and  those  who  had  been  working  on  it  as  members. 
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Professor  Florovsky  called  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
to  the  fact  that  among  the  contributors  there  was  no  one  from 
the  Orthodox  Church,  nor  was  there  anyone  who  could  use 
Russian  or  other  Slavonic  material.  In  addition,  the  first 
point  at  which  the  Orthodox  Church  appeared  in  the  outline 
was  in  the  19th  century,  the  important  ecumenical  develop¬ 
ment  between  Protestant  and  Orthodox  Churches  in  the  16th 
century  being  overlooked.  Dr.  Floyd  Tomkins  admitted  the 
value  of  the  project  on  its  own  grounds,  but  urged  that  the 
present  ecumenical  movement  be  recognised  for  what  it  is, 
as  growing  out  of  developments  in  the  Student  Christian 
Movement. 

Dr.  Visser  H  Hooft  then  read  point  IV  of  the  minutes,  on 
finance  : 

“  It  was  agreed  that  a  special  fund  should  be  raised 
to  finance  the  project.  The  main  expenses  would  be  those 
connected  with  travel  for  those  who  wanted  to  do  research 
in  various  countries,  office  help,  meetings  and  the  buying 
of  important  books  or  materials.  It  was  agreed  that  if 
at  all  possible  those  churches  or  societies  which  are  inte¬ 
rested  in  this  matter  should  be  asked  to  raise  a  sum  of 
$20,000  for  this  purpose.  It  is  recognised  that  this  sum 
should  be  found  outside  the  normal  budget  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches.” 

Dr.  Van  Dusen  expressed  doubt  as  to  the  wisdom  of  an 
indirect  commitment  to  financial  support  of  the  project.  If 
people  really  would  interested  in  it,  they  would  be  forthcoming 
with  funds.  He  proposed  that  section  IV  on  finances  be  amended 
to  read  as  follows  : 

“  It  is  hoped  that  special  funds  from  those  especially 
interested  in  furthering  this  project  may  be  secured.” 

This  motion  having  been  agreed ,  the  Provisional  Committee 
then  agreed  to  receive  with  approval  the  report  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  the  History  of  the  Ecumenical  Movement. 
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XXVII.  Relationships 

United  Bible  Societies 

The  Chairman  was  asked  to  express  to  the  United  Bible 
Societies  at  their  forthcoming  meeting  gratification  that 
this  new  organisation  has  been  formed  and  the  hope  of  the 
World  Council  for  close  and  friendly  relationships  similar  to 
those  already  enjoyed  during  the  past  years. 

World  Sunday  School  Association 

The  General  Secretary  reported  that  the  Council  was  going 
forward  on  the  basis  of  the  resolution  on  this  subject  adopted 
a  year  ago.  A  proposal  had  been  made  to  the  World  Sunday 
School  Association  and  to  the  International  Missionary  Council 
that  the  first  project  to  be  carried  out  jointly  should  be  a 
survey  of  the  existing  church  youth  movements  throughout 
the  world. 


XXVIII.  Next  meetings 

The  General  Secretary  stated  that  it  would  be  necessary 
to  hold  a  meeting  in  January,  1948,  and  raised  the  question 
whether  this  should  be  a  meeting  of  the  Administrative  Com¬ 
mittee  or  of  the  Provisional  Committee. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  meeting  should  be  of  the  Adminis¬ 
trative  Committee  but  that  members  of  the  Provisional  Com¬ 
mittee  should  receive  notification  and  would  be  welcome  to  sit 
in  with  the  Administrative  Committee.  It  was  further  agreed 
that  the  meeting  be  held  in  Geneva,  provisionally  from  the 
15th  to  the  19th  of  January  1948. 

A  full  meeting  of  the  Provisional  Committee  would  be  held 
on  August  21st,  1948,  in  Holland. 


XXIX.  Day  of  Prayer 

The  Rev.  Oliver  Tomkins  reported  that  the  Secretariat  had 
been  in  touch  with  a  number  of  organisations  interested  in  the 
observance  of  an  ecumenical  Day  of  Prayer.  So  far  the  response 
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to  the  suggested  unification  of  these  days  had  not  been  encour¬ 
aging.  Mr.  Tomhins  suggested  that  further  discussion  of  the 
World  Council  World  Day  of  Prayer  be  remitted  to  the 

Assembly. 

€/ 

It  was  agreed  to  refer  further  discussion  to  the  Adminis¬ 
trative  Committee  to  consider  the  presentation  of  a  proposal 
to  the  Assembly. 


XXX.  Messages  and  Greetings 

Messages  were  received  from  Archbishop  GermanoSj  who 
had  intended  to  participate  in  the  meeting  but  whose  ship 
had  been  delayed — and  also  from  Archbishop  Athena gor as 
who  was  to  accompany  him. 

Metropolitan  Theophilus  of  the  Russian  Orthodox  Church 
in  the  U.S.A.  attended  the  meetings  on  April  25th  and  expressed 
his  conviction  that  the  work  of  the  Council  would  bring  much 
benefit  to  the  churches.  He  stated  that  he  would  deem  it  a 
privilege  to  support  the  Council  and  co-operate  with  it. 

Messages  were  also  received  from  the  Australian  section  of 
the  World  Council,  from  the  “  Fellowship  of  Lay- work  ” 
meeting  at  the  Ecumenical  Institute  and  from  North-East 
Area  Conference  of  the  United  Council  of  Church  Women. 


REPORT  BY  THE  GENERAL  SECRETARY  * 


Introduction 

Tlie  distinctive  principles  which  the  founders  of  the  World 

Council  had  in  mind  in  the  formative  years  1937  and  1938  are 

the  following  : 

(a)  The  movement  for  Christian  unity  and  co-operation  must 
be  rooted  in  the  life  of  the  churches.  The  churches  them¬ 
selves  must  bear  the  main  responsibility  for  the  ecumenical 
movement. 

(b)  it  is  not  enough  to  arrange  for  occasional  ecumenical 
meetings.  We  are  called  to  manifest  the  unity  which 
already  exists  between  us  by  creating  a  permanent  rela¬ 
tionship  between  the  churches  and  a  specialised  ecumenical 
agency  which  is  constantly  available  to  the  churches  for 
the  performing  of  common  tasks. 

(c)  The  ecumenical  body  which  we  need  in  the  present  state 
of  our  relationships  must  express  at  the  same  time  the 
reality  of  the  inability  of  the  churches  to  achieve  general 
organic  union  and  the  reality  of  their  desire  to  have 
fellowship  with  each  other.  The  World  Council  is  therefore 
in  no  sense  a  super-church,  but  the  servant  of  its  member- 
churches  for  purposes  of  co-operation  and  unity. 

(d)  The  ecumenical  task  to  be  performed  has  two  main  aspects : 
the  common  study  of  and  search  for  the  essentials  of  faith 
and  order  on  the  basis  of  which  the  churches  may  unite,  and 
the  clarification  of  the  common  Christian  attitude  of  the 
churches  in  society.  These  two  tasks  are  interdependent 
and  complementary  and  the  activities  of  “  Life  and  Work  ” 
and  “  Faith  and  Order  ”  must  therefore  be  brought  in  the 
closest  possible  relationship  to  each  other. 
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(e)  The  basis  of  the  ecumenical  fellowship  must  be  Christo¬ 
centric — for  it  is  only  in  common  allegiance  to  the  Lord 
of  the  Church  as  the  divine  agent  of  our  unity  that  we  can 
hope  to  be  brought  and  held  together. 

These  principles  have  proved  to  be  sound.  They  have  given 
a  stable  foundation  to  the  Council.  It  is  owing  to  their  stability 
that  the  provisional  period,  which  was  to  have  lasted  some 
three  years  but  which  will  have  lasted  ten  years,  has  been  a 
period  of  growth  and  development  and  that  we  have  been  able 
to  stand  the  strain  of  the  war  years. 

The  time  has  now  come  to  build  a  more  permanent  structure 
on  these  fundations.  This  meeting  of  the  Provisional  Committee 
will  be  one  of  the  last  before  the  Council  is  definitely  formed  and 
will  therefore  have  to  look  forward.  Its  focus  of  attention  will 
have  to  be  the  World  Council  which  should  emerge  from  the 
provisional  period  and  from  the  Assembly  itself.  This  report 
will  therefore  deal  more  fully  with  questions  of  future  policy 
rather  than  with  past  achievements. 

1.  Expansion 

The  fact  which  dominates  the  situation  of  the  World 
Council  today  is  that  its  tasks  and  responsibilities  have 
expanded  in  a  way  which  was  certainly  not  foreseen  in  1937, 
or  even  in  1945  and  1946.  During  the  last  twelve  months  alone 
four  new  departments  have  been  added  to  the  seven  which 
were  already  at  work  :  the  Youth  Department  which  devotes  its 
full  energy  to  the  organising  of  the  Oslo  Conference,  the  first 
large  ecumenical  conference  of  the  post-war  period  ;  the 
Material  Aid  Division  which  has  become  one  of  the  largest 
international  relief  agencies  ;  the  Ecumenical  Institute  with 
its  succession  of  courses  and  conferences  designed  to  make 
potential  leaders,  particularly  laymen,  face  their  Christian 
responsibility  in  the  world  ;  the  Commission  of  the  Churches  on 
International  Affairs  through  which,  together  with  the  I.M.C., 
the  Council  hopes  to  discharge  its  responsibility  concerning  the 
grave  international  situation  of  our  time.  At  the  same  time  all 
other  departments  with  the  possible  exception  of  the  Prisoners 
of  War  Department  have  seen  their  tasks  increase  by  leaps  and 
bounds.  The  Study  Department  finds  itself  in  the  midst  of  the 
process  of  intensive  preparation  of  the  Assembly.  The  Eecon- 
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str notion  Department  is  in  this  second  post-war  year  valiantly 
coping  with  far  greater  needs  than  were  anticipated  and  its 
sphere  of  activity  is  constantly  growing.  The  Befugee  Division 
finds  that  the  number  of  refugees  for  which  it  must  accept 
responsibility  is  many  times  greater  than  the  number  for  which 
it  had  to  care  before  or  during  the  war.  The  Ecumenical  Press 
Service  has  to  meet  a  growing  demand  for  ecumenical  news. 
Thus  the  small  band  which  worked  in  the  small  building  in  the 
Avenue  de  Champel  in  Geneva  has  grown  to  a  staff  of  over 
100  working  in  the  three  buildings  plus  a  wooden  hut  at 
Malagnou,  Geneva.  At  the  same  time  the  offices  in  London  and 
New  York  have  been  faced  with  rapidly  growing  responsibilities. 
The  total  income  for  all  activities  which  was  a  few  years  ago 
of  no  more  than  $25,000,  has  gone  up  to  many  millions.  And 
the  basis  of  the  World  Council  has  been  broadened,  as  it  may 
now  count  over  a  hundred  churches  in  its  membership,  among 
which  there  are  now  also  several  of  the  historic  Eastern  Ortho¬ 
dox  Churches  and  a  number  of  the  Younger  Churches. 

2.  Problems  of  Expansion 

We  can  only  be  grateful  for  this  growth.  All  the  more  so, 
since  it  has  not  been  promoted  by  artificial  means,  but  rather 
forced  upon  us  by  the  realities  of  the  situation.  This  means 
at  least  that  the  Council  is  truly  needed.  If  it  did  not  exist, 
it  would  have  to  be  created.  It  performs  tasks  which  must 
be  performed  in  the  name  of  the  Church  of  Christ  as  a  whole 
and  which  could  not  possibly  be  performed  to  the  same  extent 
and  on  the  same  level,  if  the  churches  acted  separately. 

But  there  arise  some  serious  problems  which  we  must  face 
if  we  are  to  keep  the  building  from  growing  too  heavy  for  the 
foundations  or  for  the  scaffolding.  We  think  especially  of  the 
spiritual  basis,  the  organisational  structure,  the  staff  situation 
and  the  financial  position. 

(a)  With  regard  to  the  first,  the  danger  is  that  the  Council 
may  grow  faster  than  the  degree  of  ecumenical  awareness  and 
understanding  in  the  churches.  If  this  happens  there  is  bound  to 
be  a  reaction.  Is  there  in  our  member-churches  a  sufficiently 
deep  and  intelligent  consecration  to  the  ecumenical  cause 
to  give  us  a  strong  basis  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  constant¬ 
ly  growing  tasks  f  We  have  not  yet  succeeded  in  interpreting 
the  aims  of  the  Council  to  the  rank  and  file  of  church  members. 
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Although  the  Council  adheres  in  theory  and  practice  to  the 
principle  that  it  cannot  legislate  for  its  member- churches,  it 
is  often  misunderstood  as  an  attempt  to  create  a  super-church. 
And  although  the  Council  leaves  all  initiative  in  matters  of 
reunion  to  the  churches  themselves,  it  is  feared  that  it  may 
force  the  churches  into  unions  prematurely  or  against  their 
will.  We  must,  however,  not  only  remove  misunderstandings 
but  show  that  the  Council  is  an  expression  of  the  desire  of  the 
churches  to  obey  the  Will  of  their  common  Lord.  The  Council 
can  only  find  a  stable  foundation  if  we  proceed  to  a  systematic 
ecumenical  education  which  is  not  merely  propaganda  about 
World  Council  activities  but  the  presentation  of  a  new  dynamic 
vision  of  the  Church.  It  must  be  explained  to  the  church  - 
members  that  while  inter- church  collaboration  does  not  imply 
interference  with  the  autonomy  of  the  church,  it  does  mean 
positively  to  think  and  act  in  terms  of  the  Christian  fellowship 
as  a  whole.  And  it  must  be  explained  that  while  ecumenical 
unity  does  not  imply  the  denial  of  the  confessional  heritage 
of  the  churches,  it  means  the  attempt  to  manifest  that  unity 
which  has  actually  been  given  to  churches  who  take  their 
confessions  seriously. 

Whether  the  World  Council  with  its  large  official  church 
membership  and  its  considerable  sphere  of  activity  will  become 
a  battle  ground  for  church  politics  and  a  bureaucratic  machi¬ 
nery  or  whether  it  will  become  an  instrument  for  the  mani¬ 
festation  of  the  Una  Sancta  and  its  inherent  solidarity  finally 
depends  on  the  willingness  of  the  churches  to  become  the 
Church.  The  future  of  the  World  Council  is  bound  up  with 
the  spiritual  renewal  of  the  churches. 

(b)  The  organisational  problem  arising  out  of  the  growth 
of  the  Council  is  a  problem  of  co-ordination.  The  various  depart¬ 
ments,  each  with  their  own  committees,  have  their  hands  full 
with  their  own  specific  tasks  and  tend  very  naturally  to 
specialise  in  their  own  sphere  of  activity.  And  the  number  of 
those  who,  as  officers  and  members  of  the  Provisional  Commit¬ 
tee  or  as  staff  members,  can  give  time,  thought  and  energy  to 
the  grave  questions  of  general  policy  and  co-ordination  is  too 
small.  Means  will  have  to  be  found  to  strengthen  and  render 
more  effective  the  central  organs  of  the  Council.  It  would 
seem  that  annual  meetings  of  the  Provisional  Committee  (or 
its  successor  the  Central  Committee)  and  of  the  Administra¬ 
tive  Committee  will  hardly  suffice  for  the  kind  of  supervision, 
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common  thought  and  co-ordination  which  is  required,  if  the 
Council  is  to  have  a  clear  sense  of  direction  and  to  be  rooted 
in  the  life  of  the  constituent  churches.  The  policy  of  decen¬ 
tralisation  which  has  been  followed  by  giving  considerable 
freedom  to  the  departmental  committees  and  by  having 
offices  in  different  parts  of  the  world  has  so  far  given  good 
results,  but  it  demands  as  its  complement  a  policy  of  more 
effective  co-ordination. 

(c)  The  staff  situation  also  needs  careful  study  and  it 
would  seem  that  a  special  committee  might  well  be  set  up 
to  report  on  this  question  to  the  Assembly.  In  the  context  of 
this  report  one  can  only  touch  on  some  of  the  more  urgent 
problems.  Is  it  desirable  that  the  Council  should  have  a 
considerable  permanent  staff  or  should  we  try  to  establish  a 
system  according  to  which  many  or  all  staff  members  should 
change  every  few  years  f  The  advantages  and  disadvantages 
of  these  two  systems  should  be  carefully  weighed.  We  must 
surely  keep  in  close  touch  with  the  actual  life  of  the  churches 
and  not  set  up  a  World  Council  bureaucracy,  but  it  must  be 
remembered  that  ecumenical  work  must  be  based  on  experience 
and  on  personal  relationships  which  cannot  be  acquired  in  a 
short  term  of  service.  A  very  definite  attempt  should  also 
be  made  to  strengthen  the  general  staff  by  requesting  churches 
and  Christian  councils  to  release  their  experienced  general 
officers  for  a  period  of  service  at  the  headquarters  of  the 
Council.  Such  secretaries  who  give  full  time  to  the  Council 
are  to  be  distinguished  from  “  ambassadors  ”  who  act  as  liaison 
officers  between  their  church  and  the  Council.  How  far  shall 
we  go  with  this  system  of  “  ambassadors  ”  which  has  been 
introduced  in  the  Reconstruction  Department  ?  The  great 
advantage  of  having  such  direct  representatives  of  the  churches 
has  become  very  clear,  but  if  this  policy  is  continued  and  possi¬ 
bly  applied  to  the  Council  as  a  whole,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
define  its  scope  and  its  limits.  A  further  question  is  how  far 
the  Council’s  staff  should  represent  all  main  confessional 
families  and  geographical  areas  in  the  membership.  In  the 
emergency  situation  of  these  last  years  we  have  not  always 
been  able  to  remember  the  necessary  balance  of  confessions 
and  nationalities.  The  Assembly  will  surely  expect  that  definite 
plans  on  this  subject  will  be  submitted  to  it. 

(d)  The  financial  problem  arising  out  of  the  growth  of 
the  Council  consists  in  the  disproportion  between  the  general 
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budget  and  the  special  departmental  budgets.  There  is  nothing 
abnormal  in  the  fact  that  the  funds  made  available  for  purposes 
of  relief,  reconstruction  and  help  to  the  needy  are  vastly 
superior  to  those  which  are  contributed  for  the  other  tasks 
of  the  Council.  But  it  is  disquieting  that  the  general  budget 
remains  clearly  insufficient  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  central 
organisation,  the  existence  of  which  makes  these  other  acti¬ 
vities  possible.  Here  again  the  Assembly  will  have  to  be 
used  as  the  occasion  to  ask  the  member-churches  to  accept 
their  full  share  for  the  budget  of  their  own  ecumenical  instru¬ 
ment. 

3.  The  direction  and  limits  of  expansion 

The  World  CounciPs  function  can  be  conceived  in  different 
ways.  Before  and  at  the  Assembly  the  maximum  amount  of 
agreement  should  be  reached  in  this  matter.  It  is  therefore 
important  to  ask  in  what  direction  we  have  been  moving  in 
this  respect. 

At  the  time  of  the  Oxford  and  Edinburgh  Conferences, 
which  were  concerned  with  the  consideration  of  grave  issues 
of  faith  and  life  for  the  churches,  emphasis  in  the  plans  for 
the  World  Council  was  on  :  study.  The  Council  began  with 
only  one  department  :  the  Study  Department.  In  the  Consti¬ 
tution  of  Utrecht  “  study  ”  is  the  one  specific  point  of  pro¬ 
gramme  which  is  mentioned.  And  it  seemed  at  that  time 
that  its  main  function  would  be  to  act  as  an  organ  for  common 
thought  and  discussion  between  the  churches.  But  the  war 
added  a  new  aspect  to  the  World  CounciPs  task.  It  had  to 
undertake  important  practical  tasks  in  order  to  manifest  the 
solidarity  of  its  member  churches.  In  the  post-war  era  this 
function  of  interchurch  aid  has  come  to  the  fore  in  such  a 
way  that  it  is  now  the  most  widely  known  of  the  Council’s 
activities.  In  a  world  in  which  so  many  churches  are  in  urgent 
need  of  help,  in  which  millions  are  hungry,  in  which  refugees 
and  prisoners  of  war  live  without  hope,  the  Council  has  no 
reason  to  be  ashamed  of  this  shift  of  emphasis.  Even  if  the 
present  emergency  does  not  last,  the  Council  will  certainly 
always  need  an  organ  through  which  the  stronger  churches  help 
the  weaker  churches.  And  such  concrete  service  will  save  it 
from  becoming  academic.  But  a  right  balance  will  have  to  be 
found.  What  is  the  relative  emphasis  that  should  be  placed 
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on  the  World  Council  as  an  instrument  of  common  thought 
and  on  the  Council  as  a  service  organisation  ?  If  we  do  not 
answer  this  question  in  time  there  is  some  danger  that  we 
will  not  be  able  to  maintain  the  proper  balance  between  the 
different  functions.  We  need  a  clear  expression  of  the  desires 
of  the  churches  in  this  matter. 

In  answering  this  question  account  will  have  to  be  taken 
of  another  function  of  the  World  Council,  which  is  to  act  as 
a  clearing  house  for  all  activities  which  the  churches  desire 
to  undertake  together.  Several  departments  already  express 
the  Council's  response  to  this  need.  But  many  requests  come 
before  us  to  enter  fields  which  we  have  not  touched  at  all  or 
touched  incidentally.  Thus  the  Provisional  Committee  recom¬ 
mended  in  1946  that  the  Council  should  concern  itself  with 
evangelism.  How  we  are  indirectly  engaged  in  various  forms 
of  evangelism  through  our  work  among  prisoners  of  war, 
our  Ecumenical  Institute,  our  youth  work,  but  so  far  the 
only  step  taken  to  implement  this  resolution  directly  has  been 
the  Evangelism  Conference  of  the  Deconstruction  Department. 
Should  the  Council  go  further  and  have  a  special  department 
for  this  purpose  ?  Christian  education  is  another  field  which 
the  Provisional  Committee  has  favourably  considered.  Other 
proposals  include  :  Women's  work  in  the  Church  ;  co-ordina- 
nation  in  the  fields  of  religious  films,  religious  radio,  Christian 
literature.  Every  one  of  these  realms  of  activity  is  significant. 
But  each,  if  taken  seriously,  demands  the  full  time  of  a  group 
of  first-rate  specialists.  The  question  arises,  therefore,  just 
what  the  limits  of  the  Council's  task  must  be. 

How  it  would  seem  that  it  is  bad  strategy  to  undertake 
any  new  tasks  until  we  are  fairly  certain  that  the  tasks  already 
undertaken  can  be  carried  out  in  a  sufficiently  thorough  and 
adequate  manner.  The  present  situation  is  that  we  have 
neither  sufficient  staff  nor  sufficient  funds  to  carry  out  the  pro¬ 
gramme  which  we  have  already  decided  upon.  The  adequate 
preparation  of  ne^t  year's  Assembly  will  be  as  heavy  a  strain 
on  our  resources  as  they  can  possibly  bear.  It  would  therefore 
seem  best  not  to  accept  any  further  responsibilities  until  the 
Assembly.  And  it  will  be  necessary  to  begin  in  these  days  to 
prepare  a  careful  plan  on  the  nature  and  scope  of  the  World 
Council's  programme,  for  submission  to  the  Assembly,  so  that 
all  member  churches  may  share  in  deciding  what  kind  of  World 
Council  programme  they  want  to  support. 
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4.  Public  utterances  of  the  World  Council 

The  question  raised  last  year  concerning  the  utterances 
of  the  World  Council  is  still  a  largely  unsolved  problem.  Over 
against  those  who  criticize  the  Council  for  speaking  too  much 
stand  those  who  accuse  it  for  lacking  in  courage  and  for  failing 
to  give  a  prophetic  witness  in  the  face  of  the  evils  and  injustices 
in  the  present-day  world.  There  are  churches  which  have 
enjoyed  full  freedom  to  speak,  which  have  made  full,  perhaps 
even  too  full,  use  of  that  freedom  and  which  have  now  become 
very  conscious  of  the  danger  of  inflation  of  church  pronounce¬ 
ments.  But  there  are  other  churches  which  have  not  been  able 
or  are  not  able  to  make  their  voice  heard,  which  feel  isolated 
and  lonely  and  which  are  deeply  grateful  for  a  clear  word  from 
the  ecumenical  fellowship  as  a  whole.  Thus  the  1946  message 
of  the  Provisional  Committee  was  gratefully  received  in  chur¬ 
ches  which  needed  most  to  be  encouraged  and  its  resolutions 
on  refugees  and  prisoners  of  war  have  found  a  very  real  echo 
in  the  hearts  of  those  most  directly  concerned. 

The  uncertainty  about  the  pronouncements  of  the  Council 
has  existed  since  the  very  beginning.  Archbishop  Temple 
spoke  in  1937  of  the  Council  as  “  the  voice  of  non-Boman 
Christendom  ”  but  stated  on  another  occasion  that  it  was 
not  intended  that  the  Council  should  put  out  statements  on 
subjects  of  burning  interest.  Its  role  would  rather  be  to  make 
suggestions  to  the  churches  so  as  to  prepare  the  way  for  united 
declarations  by  the  churches  themselves.  This  duality  lies  in 
the  very  nature  of  the  Council.  Constitutionally  it  is  merely 
an  instrument  for  the  use  of  the  churches,  which  leaves  the 
initiative  to  them,  but  spiritually  it  is,  as  the  Letter  of  Invita¬ 
tion  states,  a  way  to  manifest  that  unity  in  allegiance  to  Our 
Lord  which  already  exists  among  us.  The  Council  can  there¬ 
fore  only  speak  if  one  or  both  of  two  conditions  are  fulfilled  : 
firstly,  when  it  is  certain  to  speak  on  behalf  of  the  churches 
in  its  membership  ;  secondly,  when  the  spiritual  urgency  of 
its  message  is  such  that  it  may  be  expected  to  create  a  united 
expression  of  the  mind  of  the  Church  of  Christ.  In  each  speci-  j 
fic  situation  the  spiritual  and  organisational  implications  have 
to  be  weighed.  It  is  impossible  to  arrive  at  precise  rulings 
which  cover  all  possible  situations  in  this  realm.  But  it  is  not 
impossible  to  arrive  at  some  agreement  concerning  the  degree  | 
of  representativeness  of  statements  made  by  the  various  organs 
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of  the  Council.  And  this  is  particularly  urgent  in  view  of 
the  organisation  of  the  Commission  of  the  Churches  on  Inter¬ 
national  Affairs.  The  principles  formulated  in  February  1946 
in  a  preliminary  document  concerning  the  Commission  on 
International  Affairs  could  be  applied  to  other  committees 
and  departments  of  the  Council  and  to  the  Council  as  a  whole. 
This  would  give  us  the  following  principles  : 

(a)  When  the  Council  as  a  whole  is  meeting,  in  its  Assem¬ 
bly  or  its  Central  Committee,  the  Administrative  Committee 
or  the  Commissions  may  recommend  statements  to  it  which, 
if  adopted,  will  have  important  significance  as  representative 
of  a  cross-section  of  Christian  opinion  (outside  Roman  Cat¬ 
holicism)  all  over  the  world. 

(b)  Since  the  Council  as  a  whole  does  not  meet  often,  the 
Administrative  Committee  or  the  Commissions  will,  in  the 
interim,  be  at  liberty  to  speak  in  their  own  name,  concerning 
subjects  within  their  realm  of  action,  making  it  clear  that  the 
World  Council  as  a  whole  has  not  endorsed  the  statement. 

(c)  If  emergencies  occasionally  arise  in  which  officers  of 
the  Council  or  of  the  Commissions  feel  impelled  to  speak 
without  waiting  for  a  decision  by  all  members  of  their  Com¬ 
mission,  they  must  make  it  clear  that  they  are  not  committing 
any  group  other  than  themselves. 

(d)  Commissions  or  Officers  of  Commissions  who  desire 
to  make  public  pronouncements  shall  consult  the  General 
Secretary  beforehand.  In  case  of  doubt  concerning  the  advi¬ 
sability  of  a  public  statement  the  General  Secretary  shall 
consult  the  Chairman  of  the  Administrative  Committee. 

It  is  implied  in  the  foregoing  that  the  Chairman  of  the 
Administrative  Committee  should  be  at  liberty  to  take 
public  action  in  certain  circumstances.  What  then  would 
be  his  relation  to  the  Presidents  of  the  World  Council  .? 

It  would  seem  best  to  distinguish  clearly  between  the 
responsibility  of  the  Presidents,  which  is  a  general  responsibi¬ 
lity  for  World  Council  policy,  and  the  responsibility  of  the  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  Administrative  Committee,  which  is  a  specific 
responsibility  for  the  work  and  utterances  of  the  Council  in 
its  various  aspects.  The  Presidents  should  be  consulted  on 
fundamental  issues  of  policy  but  should  not  be  asked  to  accept 
responsibility  for  specific  actions  or  statements — except  on 
very  rare  occasions  when  the  greatest  possible  weight  must 
be  given  to  a  pronouncement. 
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5.  The  Nature  of  the  Assembly 

Next  year’s  assembly  will  be  the  first  official  meeting  of 
the  churches  in  the  ecumenical  fellowship  which  is  not  an 
ad  hoc  meeting,  but  the  beginning  of  a  definite  and  permanent 
relationship  between  them.  Moreover,  the  Amsterdam  Assem¬ 
bly  of  1948  will  be  more  comprehensive  in  scope  than  any  of 
the  former  ecumenical  conferences.  The  streams  of  Life  and 
Work,  of  Faith  and  Order,  of  the  younger  churches  and  the 
missionary  movement,  of  the  youth  movement  will  all  flow 
into  it.  Then  again  it  will  be  the  first  representative  post-war 
meeting  of  the  churches  and  will  therefore  have  to  gather  up 
the  new  insights  which  the  churches  have  gained  in  the  critical 
years. 

The  Assembly  will  have  no  less  than  four  distinct  tasks  : 

(a)  It  will  have  to  provide  the  opportunity  for  the  thorough 
study  of  the  main  theme  :  “  Man’s  Disorder  and  God’s 
Design  ”  with  its  four  main  aspects  covering  the  nature 
of  the  Church,  its  witness  and  its  social  and  international 
responsibility. 

(b)  It  will  have  to  adopt  the  Utrecht  Constitution  after  full 
consideration  of  the  modifications  which  will  be  proposed 
by  the  Provisional  Committee  or  by  the  churches. 

(c)  It  will  have  to  decide  what  tasks  the  World  Council  should 
undertake  during  the  next  years  and  to  agree  on  the  main 
principles  of  the  policy  to  be  adopted. 

(d )  It  will  have  to  provide  an  opportunity  for  the  discussion 
of  any  matters  which  are  of  common  concern  to  the 
churches. 

The  Assembly  will  meet  after  a  period  of  isolation  of  the 
churches  from  each  other,  so  that  it  will  be  difficult  at  first  to 
understand  each  other.  It  meets  at  a  time  when  there  is  not 
only  an  ecumenical  revival  but  also  a  revival  of  confessional 
convictions  and  concerns.  It  meets  finally  at  a  time  when  men 
everywhere,  with  their  acute  sense  of  insecurity,  are  eagerly 
expecting  a  liberating  word  and  feel  critical  towards  the  Church 
for  not  giving  them  that  word  in  such  a  way  that  they  can 
understand  and  receive  it. 

The  Assembly  faces  then  an  almost  impossible  task.  And 
we  can  only  prepare  for  it  in  a  very  humble  spirit  in  the  hope 
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that  it  may  be  used  in  ways  which  we  do  not  yet  clearly  see 
or  comprehend.  But  we  must  also  do  all  we  can  to  avoid 
its  performing  the  many  secondary  tasks  instead  of  the 
primary  ones.  The  key- word  of  the  preparations  must  therefore 
be  :  concentration.  We  must  try  to  find  the  few  essential  things 
which  through  this  Assembly  the  Spirit  desires  to  say  to  the 
churches  and  through  the  churches  to  the  world. 

6.  The  Orthodox  Churches  in  the  World  Council 

With  regard  to  the  present  membership  of  the  World  Council 
we  can  say  that  the  Western  churches  are  well  represented. 
There  remain  gaps,  such  as  the  Southern  Baptists  (U.S.A.), 
several  Lutheran  Churches  in  the  U.S.A.,  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Churches  of  S.  Africa.  But  the  very  great  majority  of  churches 
of  the  main  confessional  families  are  in  the  fellowship.  With 
regard  to  the  Eastern  Churches  and  to  the  Younger  Churches, 
the  same  cannot  yet  be  said,  though  in  both  cases  progress  has 
been  made  since  our  last  meeting. 

The  1946  meeting  decided  to  make  a  special  approach  to  the 
Eastern  Orthodox  Churches.  The  plan  was  to  enter  into 
simultaneous  discussions  with  the  Greek-speaking  Churches  and 
with  the  Church  of  Russia.  During  the  summer  it  seemed  that 
it  would  be  possible  to  realise  this  plan.  But  later  on  unexpected 
difficulties  arose,  so  that  the  original  schedule  could  be  main¬ 
tained  with  regard  to  the  Ancient  Patriarchates  and  the  Church 
of  Greece  but  not  with  regard  to  the  Church  of  Russia.  We 
have  now  the  assurance  of  the  Greek- speaking  churches  visited 
by  our  delegation  that  they  will  participate  as  full  members 
in  the  Assembly.  And  we  are  still  hoping  to  arrive  at  similar 
results  with  the  Russian  Church  and  the  Balkan  Churches. 
We  know  that  the  Patriarchate  of  Moscow  is  giving  serious 
attention  to  the  question  of  its  relations  with  the  World 
Council.  And  we  have  had  very  clear  evidence  of  the  desire  of 
the  church  leaders  in  the  Balkans  to  continue  to  participate 
in  the  ecumenical  fellowship. 

The  greatest  barrier  to  be  overcome  in  this  connection  is  the 
impression  that  the  World  Council  is  largely  a  Western  and 
more  specifically  Anglo-Saxon  organisation  which  identifies 
itself  consciously  or  unconsciously  with  the  concerns  and 
interests  of  the  Western  nations.  We  shall  have  to  make  it 
very  clear  in  word  and  deed,  that  such  is  not  the  case  and  that 
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we  understand  by  ecumenical  fellowship  the  fellowship  in 
Christ  which  includes  but  also  transcends  all  nationalities  and 
races  and  which  must  therefore  be  independent  of  all  political 
constellations.  If  we  do  so  we  shall  be  in  a  strong  position  to  ask 
for  a  similarly  independent  attitude  on  the  part  of  the  Eastern 
Churches. 

We  shall  also  have  to  ask  ourselves  whether  we  are  prepared 
for  the  consequences  of  the  entrance  into  the  World  Council 
of  the  churches  of  the  Orthodox  family.  For  their  full  partici¬ 
pation  will  mean  that  in  the  composition  of  our  committees  and 
in  our  methods  of  work,  in  our  programme  of  study  and  in  our 
activities,  full  account  will  have  to  be  taken  of  their  tradition, 
which  differs  in  so  many  respects  from  the  tradition  which  is 
the  largely  unconscious  common  heritage  of  the  churches  of  the 
West  and  even  of  many  of  their  daughter-churches  in  the 
East. 

If,  however,  any  would  ask  whether  it  is  worth  while  to  pay 
this  price,  the  answer  must  be  that  the  World  Council  loses  its 
“  raison  d’etre  ”,  if  it  does  not  attempt  to  establish  a  deep, 
permanent  contact  between  the  churches  of  the  West  and  those 
of  the  East.  The  Eastern  churches  have  maintained  a  sense  of 
the  objective  reality  and  the  cosmic  dimensions  of  the  drama  of 
salvation  which  the  Western  churches  need  to  recapture.  They 
are  today  going  through  a  crisis  which  may  well  prove  a  crisis 
into  life  and  in  which  they  must  be  able  to  count  on  the  fraternal 
sympathy  and  help  of  their  sister-churches  of  other  confessions. 

7.  The  Younger  Churches ,  the  I.M.C.  and  the  World  Council 

It  is  equally  important  that  the  younger  churches  should 
participate  very  fully  in  the  setting  up  of  the  Council  in  order 
that  they  may  make  their  full  contribution  to  it  and  consider 
it  from  the  start  as  their  own  instrument  of  ecumenical  fellow¬ 
ship  and  action.  A  number  of  these  churches  have  already 
joined  and  some  will  probably  join  in  the  near  future.  But 
many  others  have  not  yet  been  invited,  because  they  did  not 
appear  in  the  original  list  of  the  Oxford  and  Edinburgh  Confer¬ 
ences.  It  will  be  one  of  the  important  tasks  of  the  present 
committee  to  decide  which  of  these  churches  should  now  be 
invited.  The  decision  will  not  be  easy.  On  the  one  hand  it 
is  important  to  maintain  the  criteria  for  membership  which 
were  formulated  last  year  in  Geneva.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is 
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necessary  to  avoid  that  the  application  of  these  criteria  should 
create  division  or  interfere  with  sound  missionary  policy.  In 
these  matters  especially  the  closest  possible  collaboration 
between  the  International  Missionary  Council  and  the  World 
Council  is  required.  We  must  avoid  at  all  costs  the  rise 
of  any  competition  between  missionary  and  ecumenical 
relationships.  The  World  Council  desires  to  be  missionary  and 
the  I.M.C.  desires  to  be  ecumenical.  Our  common  purpose 
must  therefore  be  to  create  an  integrated  ecumenical  framework 
in  which  all  churches,  young  and  old,  meet  on  a  basis  of 
complete  mutuality,  but  in  which  there  is  full  scope  for  the 
carrying  out  of  the  abiding  missionary  responsibility  of  the 
churches.  The  close  relations  which  have  already  been  estab¬ 
lished  between  the  World  Council  and  the  I.M.C.  go  far  in 
meeting  this  need.  But  it  would  seem  that  in  addition  to  all 
that  has  been  done  we  need  to  find  a  way  of  making  our  unity 
of  purpose  clearly  visible  to  the  churches  concerned,  so  that 
there  does  not  remain  any  uncertainty  that  we  are  moving 
together  in  the  same  direction. 


8.  Problems  of  relationships 

The  growth  of  the  World  Council  and  the  growth  of  ecumen¬ 
ical  and  international  activities  generally  have  created  a 
complex  network  of  relationships.  I  will  refer  only  to  some  of 
the  most  urgent  problems  which  arise  in  this  connection. 

I  mention  in  the  first  place  the  confessional  federations 
or  alliances,  all  of  which  are  now  entering  on  a  period  of  intense 
activity.  A  great  deal  will  depend  on  the  possibility  of  working 
out  constructive  relations  with  them.  It  is  largely  in  and 
through  these  bodies  that  the  attitudes  of  the  churches  to 
ecumenical  questions  are  crystallized  and  defined.  They  can 
have  a  very  considerable  influence  on  the  tempo  of  the  ecume¬ 
nical  development.  We  should  therefore  seek  to  associate 
them  as  fully  as  possible  with  the  life  of  the  World  Council 
and  ask  them  to  consider  the  World  Council  not  as  a  possible 
competitor,  but  as  the  instrument  which  allows  them  to  make 
their  full  confessional  contribution  to  the  whole  ecumenical 
fellowship.  We  rejoice  therefore  in  the  fact  that  so  many 
World  Council  leaders  are  at  the  same  time  prominent  in  the 
leadership  of  their  respective  confessional  bodies. 
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A  no  less  important  problem  is  that  of  our  relationship 
to  national  or  ecumenical  councils  of  churches.  In  23  of  the 
35  countries  in  which  we  have  member-churches  such  councils 
have  been  created.  In  most,  though  by  no  means  all  cases, 
all  our  member  churches  in  the  country  concerned  are  within 
the  national  council. 

These  councils,  as  is  to  be  expected  from  the  variety  of 
circumstances  which  have  called  them  into  existence,  differ 
greatly  in  the  degree  of  their  understanding  and  realisation 
of  the  full  ecumenical  purpose.  Some  have  consciously  set 
before  themselves  the  aim  of  being  the  expression  of  the 
ecumenical  movement  within  the  national  area,  as  the  World 
Council  is  trying  to  be  on  the  world  stage.  In  other  cases 
the  councils  consider  themselves  as  the  instrument  for  carrying 
out  tasks  which  can  only  be  done  by  the  member  churches 
unitedly,  but  do  not  lead  the  churches  to  examine  together 
seriously  either  the  reasons  which  prevent  them  from  full 
unity,  or  the  call  which  thus  brings  them  together. 

We  are  aware  that,  as  the  national  or  ecumenical  councils 
develop  in  seriousness  of  purpose,  this  may  well  be  one  answer 
to  the  need  we  expressed  earlier  for  strengthening  ecumenical 
awareness  and  understanding  in  the  churches.  Anything  we 
can  do  to  help  this  process  is  important. 

In  matters  of  reconstruction  and  of  ecumenical  education, 
in  youth  affairs  and  financial  questions  and  in  other  ways 
we  need  the  full  co-operation  of  the  councils,  and  this  co-opera¬ 
tion  (we  trust)  will  help  on  this  development  among  them, 
as  well  as  assist  us  in  the  World  Council  by  keeping  us  in  touch 
with  the  day-by-day  needs  of  the  churches. 

We  want  to  remain  a  World  Council  of  Churches,  and  not 
to  become  a  World  Council  of  Councils  of  Churches.  But  it 
would  seem  necessary  to  clarify  our  relations  with  them  by 
defining  in  what  specific  practical  ways  we  should  collaborate 
with  them,  and  by  inviting  their  officers  to  attend  important 
meetings  in  a  consultative  capacity,  in  the  same  way  as  the 
officers  of  the  world  confessional  organisations. 

Special  attention  will  also  have  to  be  given  to  the  relation¬ 
ship  with  the  W.S.S.A.,  the  Y.M.C.A.,  the  Y.W.C.A.,  and  the 
W.S.C.F.  With  all  of  these  we  have  a  double  relationship : 
one  on  the  level  of  general  ecumenical  tasks  and  one  on  the 
level  of  youth-work.  On  the  first  level  we  have  numerous 
possibilities  of  co-operation  as  these  bodies  are  represented 
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on  many  of  our  committees.  On  the  second  level  we  have  the 
great  co-operative  venture  at  the  Oslo  Conference.  In  the  field  of 
youth  work  of  the  churches  we  are  in  the  process  of  working 
out  our  relationship  with  the  W.S.S.A.  which  sponsors  church 
youth  movements  in  several  parts  of  the  world.  The  question 
of  our  permanent  relationships  with  the  Y.M.C.A.  and  the 
Y.W.C.A.  is  more  difficult,  for  although  we  have  the  closest 
possible  personal  relations,  there  arises  an  important  question 
of  principle.  Briefly  stated  our  policy  in  this  matter  is  that  we 
consider  the  Youth  Department  which  represents  the  churches, 
as  a  body  which  should  not  concentrate  exclusively  on  the 
youth  which  is  organised  under  the  direct  auspices  of  the 
churches,  but  which  should  think  in  terms  of  the  total  Christian 
youth  situation.  Now  this  implies  that  in  whatever  body  is 
set  up  to  serve  Christian  youth  as  a  whole  the  Youth  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  World  Council  would  like  to  participate,  not  as 
though  it  were  an  organisation  parallel  to  the  independent 
Christian  youth  associations  but  as  a  body  which  has  a  wider 
function  to  perform.  This  does  not  mean  that  we  should  like 
to  dominate  the  free  movements,  for  we  are  deeply  aware  of 
the  value  of  their  independent  status.  It  only  means  that 
we  would  like  to  manifest  in  a  concrete  manner  the  concern 
of  the  churches  for  all  Christian  youth. 


9.  Co-operation  and  Church-Unity 

In  closing  I  would  call  attention  to  the  gravest  question 
which  the  World  Council  has  to  face.  It  is  the  question  whether 
the  churches  think  of  their  relationships  established  in  and 
through  the  Council  as  a  point  of  arrival  or  as  a  point  of 
departure.  Some  may  feel  that  it  is  too  early  to  ask  that 
question,  since  the  World  Council  is  just  coming  into  being. 
But  it  seems  that  we  must  be  clear  about  this  from  the  outset, 
for  our  whole  conception  of  the  task  ahead  depends  on  our 
answer  to  the  question  :  is  the  present  form  of  co-operation 
between  the  churches  all  that  we  should  hope  for  in  this 
generation  or  is  it  only  a  step  on  a  road  which  should  lead  us 
forward  in  the  direction  of  full  unity  ?  A  Council  which  con¬ 
tents  itself  with  inter-church  co-operation  and  study  may  render 
great  service  to  the  Christian  cause,  but  it  might  at  the  same 
time  render  the  one  great  disservice  to  that  cause  by  freezing 


—  58  — 


the  situation,  that  is,  by  making  the  churches  feel  that  they 
had  done  all  that  is  required  of  them  in  the  ecumenical  realm. 
And  in  the  last  resort  such  a  Council  would  not  have  that  speci¬ 
fic  dynamism  which  exists  where  churches  and  church-councils 
point  beyond  themselves  to  the  Una  Sancta. 

Co-operation  is  important,  and  we  have  to  pray  and  work 
very  intensively  in  order  to  maintain  and  increase  the  degree 
of  co-operation  which  has  at  last  been  achieved.  But  Our  Lord 
prayed  for  more  than  this.  Our  basis  in  which  we  confess  our 
common  allegiance  to  Him  as  God  and  Saviour  must  be  a 
ferment  in  the  lives  of  the  churches  and  of  the  Council,  and 
should  make  us  restless  until  we  can  manifest  to  the  world 
the  full  meaning  of  unity  in  Him. 

It  is  not  the  task  of  the  World  Council  to  unite  the  chur¬ 
ches.  That  is  the  task  of  the  churches  themselves.  But  it  is  the 
task  of  the  World  Council  to  point  beyond  itself  to  the  undiv¬ 
ided  body  of  Christ.  The  World  Council  should  at  all  times  be 
ready  to  decrease  in  order  that  the  Una  Sancta  may  increase. 


REPORT  OF  THE  JOINT  COMMITTEE 
OF  THE  WORLD  COUNCIL  OF  CHURCHES 
AND  THE  INTERNATIONAL 
MISSIONARY  COUNCIL  i 


The  second  meeting  of  the  Joint  Committee  was  held  at 
Buck  Hill  Falls,  Pennsylvania,  on  April  16th,  17th  and  18th, 
1947,  under  the  chairmanship  of  Dr.  John  R.  Mott. 

The  membership  of  the  Committee  as  reconstituted  at 


Geneva  in  1946  was  as  follows 
World  Council  of  Churches 

The  Rev.  M.  E.  Aubrey 

Dr.  Marc  Boegner 

Bishop  H.  Fuglsang-Damgaard 

Dr.  Alphons  Kcechlin 

Dr.  W.  J.  Gallagher 

Dr.  Leonard  Hodgson 

Dr.  S.  M.  Cavert 


International  Missionary 
Council 

The  Bishop  of  Worcester 
(Dr.  Wilson  Cash) 

Dr.  G.  Baez-Camargo 
Bishop  W.  Y.  Chen 
Dr.  R.  E.  Diffendorfer 
Dr.  F.  F.  Goodsell 
Dr.  R.  B.  Manikam 
Professor  K.  B.  Westman 


Of  the  above  there  were  present : 

(a)  for  the  World  Council  of  Churches:  Dr.  Boegner, 
Dr.  Kcechlin,  Dr.  Gallagher,  Dr.  Cavert,  The  Rev.  E.  C.  Urwin 
(for  Mr.  Aubrey),  Professor  A.  R.  Wentz  (for  Bishop  Fuglsang- 
Damgaard),  the  Bishop  of  Chichester  (for  Dr.  Leonard  Hodgson) 

(b)  for  the  International  Missionary  Council :  Dr.  Camargo, 
Dr.  Diffendorfer,  Dr.  Goodsell,  Dr.  Manikam,  Professor 
Westman,  Professor  T.  C.  Chao  (for  Bishop  Chen),  Mr.  Kenneth 
Grubb  (for  the  Bishop  of  Worcester). 


1  See  page  18. 
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(e)  Officers  :  Bishop  James  C.  Baker,  Dr.  W.  A.  Visser 
’t  Hooft,  Dr.  J.  W.  Decker,  Dr.  H.  S.  Leiper,  Dr.  F.  W.  Tomkins, 
the  B-ev.  O.  S.  Tomkins,  Miss  Eleanor  Kent  Browne,  the  Rev. 
Norman  Goodall. 

(d)  Visitors  :  The  Rev.  Kwan  Sik  Kim  (Korea),  the  Rev. 
Fritz  Pyen  (Korea),  Dr.  Tracy  Strong,  Pastor  M.  Niemoeller. 

The  Committee  took  the  following  actions  : 

I.  Collaboration  on  Specific  Matters 

(cf.  report  of  Geneva  meeting,  page  99  in  “  The  World 
Council  of  Churches,  Its  Process  of  Formation  ”,  Geneva  1946) 

A.  East  Asia  Office 

Resolved  : 

1.  That  the  Joint  Committee  approve  in  principle  the 
establishment  of  a  joint  office  in  East  Asia  of  the  World  Council 
of  Churches  and  the  International  Missionary  Council,  the  need 
for  which  has  been  strongly  expressed  by  the  National  Christian 
Councils  of  India  and  China.  As  interpreted  by  these  Councils 
the  proposal  is  designed  to  help  the  churches  in  East  Asia  to 
develop  a  sense  of  their  interdependence,  to  provide  them  with 
an  agency  for  pooling  their  experience  and  for  sharing  both 
spiritual  inspiration  and  practical  technique,  and  to  help  them 
to  participate  fully  in  the  life  of  the  ecumenical  Church. 

2.  To  recommend  that  the  budget  for  the  office  should  be 
met  from  three  sources,  namely,  the  churches  of  East  Asia,  the 
International  Missionary  Council,  and  the  World  Council  of 
Churches. 

3.  To  recommend  that  the  proposal  be  further  studied  by 
the  enlarged  meeting  of  the  East  Asia  Regional  Committee  of 
the  International  Missionary  Council  at  Whitby,  Canada,  which 
will  include  the  delegates  from  Eastern  Asia  together  with 
such  representatives  as  the  World  Council  of  Churches  may 
appoint.  It  hopes  that  as  soon  as  possible  concrete  proposals 
will  be  submitted  to  the  responsible  bodies  of  the  International 
Missionary  Council  and  the  World  Council  of  Churches  for  their 
prompt  and  favourable  action. 
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B.  Study  and  Research 

The  J oint  Committee  has  discussed  the  problem  of  possible 
greater  co-ordination  of  study  and  research  activities,  of  the 
International  Missionary  Council  and  the  World  Council  of 
Churches,  and  recommends  that  the  General  Secretaries, 
together  with  the  research  staffs,  should  plan  ways  and  means 
of  utilising  their  joint  resources  for  the  study  of  the  most 
important  problems  and  adding  in  due  course  Younger  Church 
member(s)  of  staff. 

The  Joint  Committee  stresses  its  sense  of  the  importance 
of  such  further  integration,  wherever  it  becomes  possible  without 
detriment  to  the  vital  interests  of  both  organisations. 

C.  Youth 

The  Joint  Committee  rejoices  in  the  definite  setting  up  of 
the  Youth  Department  of  the  World  Council  in  which  the 
youth  leaders  of  the  Younger  Churches  are  represented.  It 
expresses  satisfaction  also  in  the  fact  that  the  Younger  Churches 
will  send  strong  delegations  to  the  second  World  Conference  of 
Christian  Youth  in  Oslo  and  recommends  that  the  International 
Missionary  Council  and  the  World  Council  of  Churches  look 
to  the  Youth  Department  to  take  care  of  all  their  youth 
interests. 

D.  j Reconstruction  and  Inter-Church  Aid 

The  Joint  Committee  records  the  gratification  of  both 
organisations  in  the  progress  which  has  been  made  in  the 
co-ordination  of  relief  and  reconstruction,  in  particular  through 
the  formation  in  the  United  States  of  Church  World  Service. 
Because  of  the  manifest  value  of  the  co-ordination  thus  achieved, 
the  J  oint  Committee  urgently  recommends  such  further  efforts 
by  both  agencies  and  their  related  bodies  as  will  present  the 
task  of  reconstruction  and  inter-church  aid  in  Asia  and  Europe 
as  one  to  be  accomplished  by  all  churches  for  the  churches 
in  need. 

E.  International  Af fairs 

Mr.  Kenneth  Grubb  reported  on  the  steps  taken  to  imple¬ 
ment  the  proposals  of  the  Joint  Committee  (in  1946)  for  the 
formation  of  a  Department  of  International  Affairs. 


—  62  — 


Resolved  : 

1.  To  confirm  the  action  taken  by  the  ad  hoc  committee 
in  Cambridge  (in  1946)  in  the  formation  of  the  Commission  of 
the  Churches  on  International  Affairs  ; 

2.  To  endorse  the  statement  of  principles  and  objectives 
adopted  at  the  Cambridge  conference  ; 

3.  To  place  on  record  (a)  its  gratification  in  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  Mr.  Kenneth  Grubb  and  Professor  O.  F.  Nolde  as 
Director  and  Associate  Director,  respectively,  of  the  Com¬ 
mission,  (b)  its  appreciation  of  the  progress  made  toward 
completing  the  membership  of  the  Commission  and  estab¬ 
lishing  the  main  lines  of  the  Commission’s  work  ; 

4.  To  draw  the  attention  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
and  the  International  Missionary  Council  to  the  serious  financial 
obligations  involved  in  this  undertaking.  An  income  consider¬ 
ably  beyond  anything  which  can  be  provided  by  the  two 
organisations  from  their  normal  resources  is  demanded  if  the 
Commission  is  to  fulfil  its  purpose.  The  co-operating  bodies  are 
therefore  urged  to  render  all  assistance  possible  in  discovering 
additional  sources  of  income  ; 

5.  To  urge  that  the  work  of  the  Commission  shall  be 
brought  to  the  attention  of  all  national  ecumenical  councils  and 
that  relationships  shall  be  effected  through  which  the  maximum 
collaboration  of  these  councils  may  be  secured  ; 

6.  To  suggest  that  the  question  of  the  circumstances 
under  which  and  the  authority  with  which  the  Commission 
may  make  public  pronouncements  shall  receive  particular 
consideration  at  the  forthcoming  meetings  of  the  Provisional 
Committee  of  the  World  Council  and  the  Committee  of  the 
International  Missionary  Council. 

F.  Correlation  of  Conferences 

The  Joint  Committee  recalls  that  at  its  meeting  in  Geneva 
in  1946,  it  was  recommended  that  the  two  bodies  should  consult 
about  the  dates  of  conferences  that  they  desire  to  call  and  that 
each  should  send  delegates  to  the  other  body  ;  and  now  notes 
with  satisfaction  that  this  consultation  and  exchange  of 
representatives  has  become  a  part  of  the  procedure  of  the 
two  Councils.  We  recommend  that  this  practice  be  maintained. 
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G.  Ecumenical  Press  Service 

The  Joint  Committee  at  its  meeting  in  1946  recommended 
that  the  co-operation  already  in  force  between  the  two  bodies 
in  the  publication  of  I.C.P.I.S.  be  developed  so  that  it  might 
become  a  recognised  organ  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
and  the  International  Missionary  Council  for  the  distribution 
of  ecumenical  news  and  information.  We  have  now  heard  with 
gratification  that  the  I.C.P.I.S.  and  the  Bulletin  of  the  Inter¬ 
national  Missionary  Council  have  been  amalgamated  in  the 
Ecumenical  Press  Service ,  and  that  this  Ecumenical  Press 
Service  is  now  being  published  under  the  joint  sponsorship  of 
these  two  bodies  and  other  world- wide  Christian  organisations 
and  that  further  matters  regarding  it  are  being  studied  with  a 
view  to  making  it  an  increasingly  effective  medium  for  the 
dissemination  of  ecumenical  news.  We  recommend  that  the 
Ecumenical  Press  Service  be  commended  to  all  the  constituent 
members  of  the  International  Missionary  Council  and  the  World 
Council  of  Churches. 

H.  Ecumenical  Institute 

The  Joint  Committee  has  heard  with  pleasure  of  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  the  Ecumenical  Institute  and  of  the  good  beginning 
already  made  in  its  work  of  training  Christian  leadership  with 
an  ecumenical  spirit  and  outlook.  The  Committee  draws 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Ecumenical  Institute  desires  to 
serve  the  churches  in  all  parts  of  the  world  and  recommends 
that  all  the  churches  associated  with  the  International  Mis¬ 
sionary  Council  and  the  World  Council  of  Churches,  and 
especially  the  Younger  Churches,  be  urged  to  avail  themselves 
of  its  services. 

I.  Christian  Evangelism 

The  Joint  Committee  is  conscious  of  the  fact  that  there  is 
especial  need  today  to  proclaim  to  the  world  all  that  the  Gospel 
means  both  for  the  individual  and  for  the  social  and  political 
order.  It  notes  therefore  with  special  gratitude  that  both  the 
International  Missionary  Council  and  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  use  the  term  “  evangelism  ”  in  its  full  sense  as  mean¬ 
ing  both  personal  evangelism  and  the  application  of  the  Gospel 
to  social  life  and  that  both  these  aspects  are  being  emphasised 
in  the  programme  for  the  Assembly  of  the  World  Council  of  Chur- 
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ches  and  for  the  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  the  International 
Missionary  Council.  The  Committee  expresses  the  hope  that 
out  of  these  meetings  will  come  constructive  proposals  for 
further  common  effort  to  evangelise  the  whole  of  human  life. 


II.  Younger  Churches  and  Representation 

A.  On  the  basis  of  Dr.  MotV s  interim  report,  the  Committee 

Resolved  : 

1.  To  recommend  to  the  Provisional  Committee  that  it 
consult  the  British  and  American  Methodist  Conferences  as 
to  which  other  Methodist  Churches  in  Younger  Church  areas 
are  ready  for  immediate  invitation.1 

2.  Similarly,  to  recommend  to  the  Provisional  Committee 
that  it  consult  the  Lutheran  World  Federation  as  to  which 
other  Lutheran  Churches  in  Younger  Church  areas  should 
at  once  be  invited,  with  special  reference  to  the  constituent 
churches  in  the  Lutheran  Federation  of  India  and  the  Lutheran 
Church  in  Japan. 

3.  Similarly,  to  recommend  to  the  Provisional  Committee 
that  it  consult  the  Baptist  World  Alliance  and  the  Baptist 
missionary  societies  concerned  as  to  other  Baptist  groups  of 
Churches  in  Younger  Church  areas  to  be  considered  autono¬ 
mous  and  immediately  invited. 

4.  Anglican  Dioceses.  This  Committee  recommends  to  the 
Provisional  Committee  that  it  authorise  one  of  its  officers 
to  write  to  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  suggesting  to  him 
that  in  consultation  with  relevant  missionary  bodies  in  England 
and  the  relevant  Anglican  authorities  in  the  United  States 
and  Canada,  he  should 

(a)  Suggest  groupings  of  extra-provincial  dioceses 

which  might  be  considered  as  member-units  of  the  World 

Council  to  be  represented  by  delegates  with  vote  in  the 

Assembly. 


1  See  report  of  the  Committee  on  Memberships  (Section  on  Younger 
Churches). 
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(b)  Also  suggest  any  other  areas  not  ready  for  repre¬ 
sentation  in  this  way  which  might  be  invited  to  send 

observers. 

B.  The  following  Churches  were  recommended  for  immediate 

invitation  : 

1 .  The  Batak  Church  of  Sumatra 

2 .  The  Minahassa  Church  of  Indonesia 

3 .  The  Moluccas  Church  of  Indonesia 

4.  The  Churches  in  Java  (subject  to  agreement  with  the 
Missions  Consulate  of  Indonesia  or  the  National  Christ¬ 
ian  Council) 

5.  The  Methodist  Church  of  Tonga  (subject  to  verifica¬ 
tion  of  statistics) 

6 .  The  Samoan  Church  (Ekalesia  Samoa) 

7.  The  National  Presbyterian  Church  of  Mexico  (with 
the  right  to  send  observers  if  preferred) 

8.  The  Waldensian  Church  (Biver  Plate) 

9 .  J amaica  Baptist  Union 

10.  The  Burma  Baptist  Convention. 

11 .  The  Korean  Methodist  Church 

12 .  The  Presbyterian  Church  of  the  Gold  Coast 

13 .  The  Ewe  Presbyterian  Church  (Togoland) 

14 .  The  Methodist  Church  of  Italy 

15 .  The  Synod  of  the  Nile  (the  Evangelical  Church  in 
Egypt)  (subject  to  agreement  of  the  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  of  North 
America) 

16.  The  Evangelical  Armenian  Church  (North  Syria) 

17.  The  United  Presbyterian  Church  of  North  India 
(subject  to  agreement  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  of  North  America) 

18.  The  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  India  (subject  to  agree¬ 
ment  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  in  the  United  States) 
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19.  The  Church  of  South  India  (The  Committee  recom¬ 
mends  that  immediately  upon  the  formation  of  the 
Church  it  he  invited  to  membership  in  the  World 
Council  of  Churches) 

20.  Madagascar  (The  Committee  recommends  that  Dr. 
Boegner  should  be  requested  to  give  an  invitation  to 
the  United  Church  of  Madagascar  if,  on  his  visit  there 
this  summer,  he  is  satisfied  that  this  is  the  right 
course) 


C.  Criteria 

The  Committee  has  considered  the  wording  as  given  in  the 
Geneva  minutes  (World  Council  of  Churches)  on  page  52  and 
recommends  the  following  change  : 

The  deletion  of  the  last  sentence  under  “  C  ”  and  the 
addition  of  a  new  brief  paragraph  reading,  “  The  question 
of  size  must  also  be  taken  into  consideration.  ” 


D.  Process  of  Allocation  (Geneva  minutes,  World  Council  of 

Churches,  page  176). 

The  Committee  gave  some  consideration  to  the  way  in 
which  the  fifty  places  allocated  to  Churches  in  Asia,  Africa, 
Latin  America,  and  the  Pacific  Islands  might  be  distributed. 
It  recommends  the  Provisional  Committee  to  request  its  mem¬ 
bers  from  the  Younger  Churches  who  will  be  present  at  the 
International  Missionary  Council  meeting  at  Whitby  in  July 
to  initiate  the  discussion  of  a  draft  allocation. 


E.  Further  Machinery  for  Inquiry. 

This  Committee  recommends  that  the  officers  of  the  Inter¬ 
national  Missionary  Council  now  be  invited  to  continue  the 
inquiry  so  admirably  initiated  by  Dr.  Mott  and  to  inform  the 
Provisional  Committee  of  the  developing  situation  of  the 
Younger  Churches  in  regard  to  World  Council  membership, 
with  special  attention  to  the  items  in  this  report  which  call 
for  further  immediate  information. 
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III.  Relationships  between  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
and  the  International  Missionary  Council 

The  Joint  Committee  has  had  before  it  certain  recommenda¬ 
tions  from  the  International  Missionary  Council’s  Committee 
on  Programme,  Structure  and  Staffing  from  its  meeting 
April  14th  and  15th,  1947,  at  Buck  Hill  Falls,  as  well  as  the 
memoranda  which  has  been  circulated  to  members  of  the  Joint 
Committee.  It  was  recognised  that  the  recommendations  of 
the  Committee  on  Programme,  Structure  and  Staffing  were 
subject  to  approval  by  the  Committee  of  the  Council  of  the 
International  Missionary  Council. 

The  Joint  Committee  amended  the  pertinent  recommenda¬ 
tions  of  the  Committee  on  Programme,  Structure  and  Staffing 
and  adopted  them  as  follows  : 

A.  The  Joint  Committee  reaffirms  the  convictions  which 
it  stated  in  the  following  terms  at  Geneva  in  February  1946 
and  which  were  accepted  by  the  ad  interim  Committee  of  the 
International  Missionary  Council  and  the  Provisional  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches  : 

“We  deem  it  necessary  that  the  International  Missionary 
Council  and  the  World  Council  of  Churches  shall  make  clear 
to  all  their  identity  of  purpose  and  concern  for  the  evangel¬ 
isation  of  the  world,  shall  co-operate  in  every  possible  way, 
and  shall  draw  progressively  closer  together  in  all  their 
undertakings  for  Christian  fellowship,  witness  and  service. 

“  It  is  our  judgment  that  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
cannot  leave  outside  its  purview  the  missionary  enterprises 
of  the  churches  ;  that,  at  the  same  time,  the  churches  need 
a  functional  agency  in  this  field  such  as  the  International 
Missionary  Council,  with  its  wider  basis  of  membership 
and  its  particular  responsibilities  ;  and  that  the  growing 
tasks  of  both  these  ecumenical  bodies,  and  their  common 
Christian  interests  and  purposes,  will  require  that  they  be 
increasingly  united  in  vision,  plan  and  sacrificial  action.” 

1.  The  Committee  would  emphasise  the  fact  that  what  is 
involved  in  this  association  is  a  process,  not  a  single  event  in  the 
field  of  organisation.  Indeed  this  process  of  drawing  progres¬ 
sively  closer  together  began  at  the  International  Missionary 


Council  meeting  at  Madras  in  December  1938  and  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  meeting  at  St.  Germain  in  January  1939, 
and  has  been  steadily  growing. 

2.  The  Committee  believes  that  for  the  time  being  the 
distinctive  responsibilities  and  functions  of  the  two  bodies 
require  the  existence  of  them  both  as  autonomous  organisations. 
In  particular,  immediate  obligations  of  the  world  missionary 
task  today  demand  the  minimum  of  organisational  changes 
which  might  result  in  interrupting  the  present  work  of  the 
International  Missionary  Council. 

3.  The  Committee  is  convinced  that  the  interdependence 
of  these  two  organisations  is  as  vital  as  their  autonomy. 
Structural  integration  is  not  deemed  to  be  immediately  desir¬ 
able,  but  what  is  needed  is  further  effective  co-operation  in  close 
association.  They  are  complementary  ecumenical  councils. 
Both  of  them  are  church  and  missionary  in  character  and 
together  they  are  seeking  ends  which  are  essentially  common. 
While  the  most  powerful  expressions  of  this  relationship  are 
to  be  sought  in  the  field  of  action,  the  Committee  urges  that 
the  principle  of  interdependence  should  also  find  acknowledg¬ 
ment  in  the  use  by  both  of  the  following  titles  : 


The  International  Missionary  Council 
In  Association  with 
The  World  Council  of  Churches 

and 

The  World  Council  of  Churches 
in  Association  with 

The  International  Missionary  Council 


It  is  recosgnised  that  this  recommendation  cannot  become 
effective  until  approved  by  the  Committee  of  the  International 
Missionary  Council,  which  will  meet  at  Whitby  in  July  1947, 
and  by  the  Assembly  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches,  which 
will  meet  at  Amsterdam  in  1948. 

4.  It  is  recommended  that  in  the  further  working  out  of 
principles  and  policies  affecting  co-ordination  and  common 
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action  there  should  be  a  joint  committee  which  should  be 
consultative  and  not  administrative  in  character  except  for 
such  specific  tasks  as  the  two  bodies  may  assign  to  it ;  that 
each  of  the  organisations  should  provide  one  of  its  secretaries 
to  serve  this  joint  committee  or  make  such  other  arrangement 
as  may  be  mutually  agreed  upon. 

B.  The  Joint  Committee  recommends  that  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  consider  ways  by  which  the  constituent 
organisations  of  the  International  Missionary  Council  may  find 
a  recognised  place  in  the  functioning  of  the  World  Council 
of  Churches. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE 
ON  ARRANGEMENTS 
FOR  THE  FIRST  ASSEMBLY  1 


At  the  meeting  of  the  Provisional  Committee  held  in  Geneva 
in  February  1946,  a  Committee  on  Arrangements  for  the 
First  Assembly  was  appointed.  The  first  meeting  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Arrangements  was  held  in  St.  Julian’s,  Horsham, 
England,  on  July  31st  and  August  1st,  1946.  The  preliminary 
plans  which  it  then  formulated  were  presented  to  the  Admi¬ 
nistrative  Committee  of  the  Council  at  St.  Julian’s  on  August 
2nd  and  3rd,  1946,  and  approved  with  minor  modifications. 

A  second  meeting  of  the  Committee  on  Arrangements  was 
held  in  Buck  Hill  Falls,  Pennsylvania,  April  19th,  20th  and 
21st,  1947,  at  which  time  more  detailed  plans  for  the  first 
Assembly  have  been  made. 

The  main  conclusions  of  both  the  St.  Julian’s  and  the  Buck 
Hill  Falls  meetings  of  the  Committee  on  Arrangements  are 
summarised  in  the  following  series  of  recommendations  which 
are  hereby  submitted  to  the  Provisional  Committee  for  its 
consideration  and  decision. 

Time  and  Place  of  Meeting 

1.  That  the  first  Assembly  of  the  World  Council  of  Chur¬ 
ches  be  held  from  Sunday  afternoon,  August  22nd,  1948  to 
Sunday  afternoon,  September  5th,  1948.  This  recommendation 
provides  for  the  opening  of  the  Assembly  two  days  earlier  than 
had  been  originally  planned.  The  final  session  may  be  changed 
from  Sunday,  September  5th,  to  Saturday  afternoon,  Sep¬ 
tember  4th,  if  this  is  found  desirable  in  the  light  of  local  condi¬ 
tions  affected  by  the  Golden  Jubilee  of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen, 
which  is  to  take  place  during  the  following  days. 


1  See  page  14. 
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2.  That  the  invitations  from  the  Netherlands  Reformed 
Church,  the  Bishops  of  the  Old  Catholic  Church  of  the  Nether¬ 
lands  and  the  Ecumenical  Council  of  the  Netherlands  to  hold 
the  first  Assembly  in  Holland  be  accepted  with  warm  appre¬ 
ciation  ;  and  that  Amsterdam  be  designated  as  the  place  of 
meeting. 

3.  That  the  plenary  sessions  of  the  Assembly  be  held  in  the 
“  Concertgebouw  ”  (Concert  Hall)  and  the  services  of  worship 
in  the  “  Nieuwe  Kerk  ”  (New  Church). 


Outline  of  Programme 

4.  That  the  general  outline  of  the  programme  (except  for 
the  first  days  and  Sundays)  be  as  follows  : 

(a)  Mornings  devoted  to  the  four  sub-topics  of  the  study 
programme  (Man’s  Disorder  and  God’s  Design). 

(b)  Afternoons  devoted  to  the  constitution,  business  and 
work  of  the  Council  and  such  special  concerns  as 
member  churches  may  suggest. 

(c)  Evenings  to  be  used  for  public  meetings  or  such  other 
gatherings  as  may  be  decided  upon. 

5.  That  a  letter  be  sent  to  all  member  churches  inviting 
them  to  suggest  subjects  which  they  would  like  to  have  consid¬ 
ered  at  the  Assembly,  such  subjects  to  be  received  not  later 
than  January  1948,  and  that  the  more  important  subjects  thus 
suggested,  in  so  far  as  they  may  not  be  incorporated  into  the 
discussions  of  the  four  sections  of  the  study  plan,  be  docketed 
for  consideration. 

6.  That  arrangements  be  made  for  four  committees,  into 
which  the  whole  Assembly  will  be  divided,  to  consider  at 
parallel  sessions  on  three  afternoons  the  following  matters  for 
subsequent  report  to  plenary  sessions  : 

(a)  Constitution  and  by-laws. 

(b)  Programme  and  work  of  the  Council. 

(c)  Administration  of  the  Council. 

(d)  Concerns  of  the  churches. 
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7.  That  the  tentative  outline  of  sessions  for  the  two  weeks 
of  the  Assembly  be  as  follows  : 


August 

Sun.  22 

Morning 

Afternoon 

4  p.m  Worship  ser¬ 
vice  in  Church 

Evening 

Free 

Mon.  23 

Plenary.  Public 

Plenary  presenta¬ 

Formalities 

re- 

presentation  of 
the  World  Council 

tion  of  Sections  I 
and  II 

addresses  of 
come,  etc. 

wel- 

Tues.  24 

Plenary  presenta¬ 
tion  of  Sections  III 
and  IV 

Sections 

Free 

Wed.  25 

Sections 

Plenary,  Execu¬ 
tive,  in  small  hall 

Confessional 

Thurs.  26 

Sections 

Committees 

Public 

Fri.  27 

Sections 

Committees 

Reception 

Sat.  28 

Sections 

Committees 

Preparatory  Com¬ 
munion 

Sun.  29 

Services 

Trip  to  Utrecht 

Free 

Mon.  30 

Sections  discuss 
report 

Committees  report 
(plenary) 

Public 

Tues.  31 

Sept. 

Sections  discuss 
report 

Committees  report 
(plenary) 

Free 

Wed.  1 

Sections  report 
(plenary) 

Committee  report 
(plenary) 

Confessional 

Thurs.  2 

Sections  report 
(plenary) 

Committee  report 
(plenary) 

Free 

Fri.  3 

Sat.  4 

Sun.  5(?) 

Sections  report 
(plenary) 

Sections  report 
(plenary) 

Service  of  Worship 

Unfinished 

business 

Closing 

(or  unfinished 
business) 

Public 

8.  That  a  service  of  worship  for  all  delegates  be  arranged 
each  day  in  the  New  Church  from  9  to  9.30  a.  m.,  the  several 
services  being  planned  according  to  the  various  practices 
of  different  communions  ;  and  that  a  brief  and  simple 
period  of  evening  prayer  be  provided  at  6  o’clock  each  even¬ 
ing,  at  the  places  where  the  delegates  will  be  at  that  time. 
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9.  That  in  arranging  for  the  Holy  Communion  the  following 
points  be  borne  in  mind  : 

(a)  Each  member  of  the  Assembly  should  have  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  participate  as  a  communicant  in  a  service 
of  Holy  Communion. 

(b)  No  Communion  Service  will  be  designated  as  an 
official  act  of  the  Assembly,  but  a  limited  number  of 
services  according  to  different  historical  and  liturgical 
traditions  will  be  arranged  at  such  times  as  will  allow 
all,  who  so  desire,  to  attend  ;  even  if  they  do  not  do 
so  as  communicants. 

10.  That  a  service  of  Holy  Communion  according  to  the 
practice  of  the  Netherlands  Reformed  Church  be  held  in  the 
New  Church  at  10  o’clock  on  Sunday  morning,  August  29th, 
which  all  members  of  the  Assembly  may  attend  as  communi¬ 
cants  and  at  which  representatives  of  other  Churches  will  be 
among  the  officiating  ministers  ;  that  an  Orthodox  service  be 
held  on  Tuesday,  August  31st,  at  9  o’clock  in  place  of  the  usual 
daily  period  of  worship  and  that  all  delegates  be  invited  to 
be  present ;  that  Communion  services  according  to  the  Angli¬ 
can  and  the  Lutheran  rites,  and  possibly  of  other  traditions 
— at  which  all  delegates  are  invited  to  be  present — be  arranged 
at  other  times  in  consultation  with  the  Committee  on  Worship. 

11.  That  a  special  service  be  held  on  Saturday  evening, 
August  28th,  in  preparation  for  the  several  observances  of  the 
Holy  Communion. 

12.  That  the  opening  service  of  the  Assembly  on  Sunday 
afternoon,  August  22nd,  and  the  closing  service  on  Sep¬ 
tember  5th  (or  possibly  September  4th)  be  planned  as  especially 
impressive  occasions,  with  provision  for  all  delegates  to  parti¬ 
cipate  in  the  processional,  wearing  their  characteristic  vest¬ 
ments  or  robes. 

13.  That  further  arrangements  for  the  services  of  worship 
be  entrusted  to  a  Committee  on  Worship  consisting  of  the 
following  :  Professor  Berkelbach,  Chairman  ;  Rev.  O.  S.  Tom¬ 
kins,  Secretary  ;  Bishop  Brilioth,  Professor  Florovsky,  Dr.  Dou¬ 
glas  Horton,  Canon  Hodgson. 
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14.  That  the  following  tentative  arrangements  be  made 
for  presiding  officers  of  the  plenary  sessions  : 

The  Chairman  of  the  Study  Department  (Dr.  Yan  Dusen) 
to  preside  at  sessions  which  receive  the  reports  of  the 
sections. 

The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  to  preside  at  sessions 
dealing  with  the  constitution  and  similar  matters. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Administrative  Committee  (Dr. 
Boegner)  to  preside  at  the  opening  session  and  at  sessions 
dealing  with  the  programme  of  work  and  the  administra¬ 
tion  of  the  Council. 

The  Archbishop  of  Upsala  (or  his  alternate)  to  preside 
at  sessions  dealing  with  “  concerns  of  the  churches.” 

Dr.  Mott  to  preside  at  the  plenary  session  on  the  after¬ 
noon  of  August  23rd  and  at  the  public  meetings  on  the 
evenings  of  August  27th  and  August  30th. 

Archbishop  Germanos  to  preside  at  the  plenary  session 
on  the  morning  of  August  24th. 

A  leader  of  the  Younger  Churches  to  preside  at  one  of 
the  public  meetings. 

Composition  of  the  Assembly 

15.  That  in  the  allocation  of  the  approximately  450  places 
in  the  Assembly,  according  to  the  general  plan  outlined  in 
the  constitution  drafted  at  Utrecht,  the  following  points  be 
observed  : 

(a)  That  each  member  church  shall  be  entitled  to  at  least  one 
place  the  number  of  additional  delegates  for  the  larger 
bodies  being  determined  by  the  churches  of  each  area 
within  the  general  framework  of  representation  outlined 
in  Article  Y  of  the  constitution. 

(b)  That  the  General  Secretary  be  instructed  to  emphasise, 
in  a  letter  to  the  member-churches,  the  importance  of 
seeing  to  it  that  “  approximately  one  third  of  the  Assem¬ 
bly  shall  consist  of  lay  persons,”  men  and  women.  In 
order  to  secure  this  end,  it  is  urged  that  delegations  of 
two  or  more  persons  should  consist  approximately  of  one 
half  lay  men  or  women,  since  those  churches  which  are 
entitled  to  only  one  delegate  may  not  feel  that  they  can 
appoint  a  lay  person. 
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(c)  That  five  places  be  allotted  to  the  Salvation  Army,  one  to 
be  assigned  to  Great  Britain  and  Eire,  one  to  the  Conti¬ 
nent  of  Europe,  and  three  to  “  areas  not  otherwise  repre¬ 
sented,”  the  disposition  of  the  places  being  left  to  the 
judgment  of  the  Salvation  Army. 

(d)  That  in  the  case  of  the  85  places  allotted  by  the  Consti¬ 
tution  to  the  Orthodox  Churches  throughout  the  world 
(Art.  V,  page  175  of  Geneva  Minutes)  the  Provisional 
Committee  authorises 

1.  the  General  Secretariat  to  suggest  a  tentative  allo¬ 
cation  to  those  churches  which  have  already  signified 
their  participation,  to  submit  these  suggestions  for  the 
agreement  of  those  churches  and  to  report  the  result 
to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Administrative  Committee  ; 

2.  that  a  tentative  allocation  be  suggested  to  any  other 
Orthodox  Churches,  which  may  yet  join  the  World 
Council,  at  the  time  of  their  joining  ; 

3 .  that  the  Administrative  Committee  at  its  next  meeting 
review  this  allocation  with  a  view  to  deciding  whether 
the  allocation  of  85  is  an  appropriate  one  in  the  light 
of  the  number  of  Orthodox  Churches  by  that  time  under¬ 
taking  to  send  delegates  to  the  Assembly. 

(e)  That  in  accordance  with  the  proposal  made  by  the  Joint 
Committee  of  the  World  Council  and  the  International 
Missionary  Council,  the  members  of  the  Provisional  Com¬ 
mittee  representing  Younger  Churches  be  asked  to  arrange 
for  the  distribution  of  the  fifty  places  assigned  to  the 
Younger  Churches  attending  the  conference  of  the  Inter¬ 
national  Missionary  Council  at  Whitby,  Canada,  in 
July  1947.  It  is  understood  that  all  of  the  places  for 
South  Africa  will  be  included  in  the  total  of  twenty- five 
assigned  by  the  constitution  to  “  the  Churches  of  South 
Africa,  Australasia  and  areas  not  otherwise  represented,” 
rather  than  in  the  total  of  fifty  assigned  to  “  the  Churches 
of  Asia,  Africa,  Latin  America  and  the  Pacific  Islands.” 

(f)  That  the  Bev.  Herbert  Newell  of  New  Zealand,  Assistant 
General  Secretary  of  the  Council,  be  asked  to  serve  as 
a  clearing  house  in  the  allocation  of  the  twenty- five  places 
assigned  to  “  the  Churches  of  South  Africa,  Australasia 
and  areas  not  otherwise  represented.” 
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(g)  That  the  General  Secretary  be  empowered  to  use  his 
judgment  with  a  view  to  securing  the  most  effective 
representation  of  those  churches  which  have  accepted 
membership  in  the  World  Council  but  are  now  largely 
in  exile  from  their  home  countries  (for  example,  the 
Evangelical  Church  of  Estonia  and  the  Reformed  Church 
of  Lithuania). 

(h)  That  the  American  Committee  for  the  World  Council  be 
asked  to  consider  representation  from  Hawaii  within  the 
total  of  seventy-five  places  assigned  to  the  United  States, 
either  as  members  or  as  visitors. 

( i)  That  if  any  of  the  world  confessional  organisations  desire 
to  take  advantage  of  the  provision  of  the  constitution  for 
the  appointment  of  “  not  more  than  thirty  members 
representing  minority  churches,”  which  are  not  otherwise 
adequately  represented,  they  should  be  advised  to  make 
specific  requests  for  allocations  at  as  early  a  date  as 
possible  ;  and  that  the  Administrative  Committee  be  given 
authority  to  make  decisions  upon  such  requests. 

16.  That  the  churches  which  desire  to  do  so  may  appoint 
alternates  as  well  as  principals  (but  not  exceeding  the  number 
of  principals)  in  order  to  assure  full  representation  ;  that 
alternates  may  be  seated  as  members  only  in  case  of  the 
absence  of  principals,  but  that  they  shall  be  entitled  to  priority 
in  the  assignment  of  visitors’  tickets  of  admission. 

17.  That  the  General  Secretary  be  instructed  to  advise 
the  churches  that  since  the  Provisional  Committee  will  cease 
to  exist  when  the  Assembly  convenes,  members  of  the  Provi¬ 
sional  Committee  will  not  be  seated  as  members  of  the  Assem¬ 
bly,  or  be  eligible  to  appointment  to  the  Central  Committee, 
unless  they  are  appointed  as  members  of  the  Assembly  by  the 
churches  to  which  they  belong.  Those  who  are  not  thus 
appointed  as  members  of  the  Assembly  will  be  entitled  to 
attend  the  Assembly  as  consultants. 

18.  That  in  accordance  with  Article  VII  of  the  Constitu¬ 
tion,  the  following  “  world  confessional  associations  ”  be  invited 
to  send  one  fraternal  delegate  each  to  the  Assembly  “in  a 
consultative  capacity  ”  : 
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Lutheran  World  Federation. 

Alliance  of  Eeformed  Churches. 

Methodist  Ecumenical  Conference. 

Baptist  World  Alliance. 

International  Congregational  Council. 

Disciples  World  Convention. 

International  Conference  of  Friends  (Quakers). 

(The  Lambeth  Conference  will  have  similar  representation 
if,  on  inquiry  addressed  to  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
it  is  found  that  it  is  desired.) 

19.  That  in  accordance  with  Article  VII  of  the  constitu¬ 
tion  the  following  “  ecumenical  organisations  ”  be  invited 
to  send  one  fraternal  delegate  each  to  the  Assembly  “  in  consul¬ 
tative  capacity  ”  : 

World  Student  Christian  Federation. 

World  Committee  of  the  Y.M.C.A. 

World’s  Y.W.C.A. 

World  Alliance  for  International  Friendship  through  the 
Churches. 

World  Sunday  School  Association. 

World  Union  of  Christian  Endeavour. 

United  Bible  Societies. 

20.  That  representatives  of  such  national  or  regional 
interdenominational  bodies  as  may  be  designated  by  the  Admi¬ 
nistrative  Committee  may  be  invited  to  send  one  consultant 
each  to  the  Assembly  ;  that  members  of  the  Provisional  Com¬ 
mittee,  chairmen  of  permanent  commissions  and  committees, 
members  of  the  executive  staff,  officers  and  secretaries  of  the 
International  Missionary  Council  and  speakers  be  invited  to 
attend  as  consultants,  if  they  are  not  appointed  as  members 
of  the  Assembly,  by  the  churches  to  which  they  belong. 

21.  That  churches  which  have  been  invited  to  become 
members  of  the  Council  but  have  not  yet  accepted  the  invitation 
be  accorded  the  privilege  of  sending  one  observer  each  to  the 
Assembly. 

22.  That  U.N.O.,  UNESCO,  I.L.O.  and  I.B.O.  be  invited 
to  send  one  observer  each  to  the  Assembly. 
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23.  That  the  Presidents  and  the  General  Secretary  be 
given  authority  to  invite  a  few  individual  Roman  Catholics 
to  attend  the  Assembly  as  unofficial  observers. 

24.  That  the  Youth  Department  Committee  be  asked  to 
arrange  for  a  youth  delegation  of  from  50  to  100  persons  who 
may  attend  as  observers. 

25.  That  members  of  the  four  preparatory  Study  Com¬ 
missions  who  are  not  also  members  of  the  Assembly  be  invited 
to  participate  as  consultants  in  the  sectional  meetings  and 
in  those  plenary  sessions  dealing  with  the  report  of  their  own 
section  ;  and  be  entitled  to  speak  at  other  plenary  sessions 
by  permission  of  the  presiding  officer. 

26.  That  provision  be  made  for  approximately  600  accre¬ 
dited  visitors,  to  be  admitted  by  ticket,  and  that  the  churches 
of  each  area  be  authorised  to  accredit  a  number  of  visitors 
equal  to  the  number  of  delegates  plus  one  third.  These  alter¬ 
nates  should  have  the  first  claim  on  visitors  tickets,  and  wives 
of  delegates  should  be  given  special  consideration  in  the 
assignment  of  visitors  tickets  (if  designated  as  visitors). 

27.  The  provision  be  made  for  several  meetings  of  an 
informative  and  educational  character  for  visitors  during  the 
period  in  which  the  Assembly  is  held. 


Procedures  during  the  Assembly. 

That  the  following  procedures  be  recommended  to  the 
Assembly. 

29.  That  English,  French  and  German  be  the  official 
languages  of  the  Assembly  ;  that  the  presiding  officers  have 
discretion  to  allow  the  use  of  other  languages  if  any  speakers 
so  desire  ;  that  the  staff  be  instructed  to  provide  for  inter¬ 
preters  ;  that  the  main  addresses  be  submitted  in  manuscript 
and  written  translations  be  prepared  in  advance. 

30.  That  the  Provisional  Committee  be  convened  to  meet 
in  Amsterdam  for  at  least  one  day  prior  to  the  Assembly  ; 
and  that  the  Assembly  be  invited  to  request  the  Provisional 
Committee  to  continue  to  function  until  the  election  of  the 
first  Central  Committee. 
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31.  That  a  Committee  on  Nominations  be  appointed  at 
an  early  plenary  session,  with  instructions  to  present  to  the 
Assembly  nominations  for  a  President  or  Presidents  (and 
Vice-Presidents,  if  desired)  of  the  Council  and  members  of  the 
Central  Committee ;  and  that  the  Central  Committee  be 
convened  prior  to  the  adjournment  of  the  Assembly  and  also 
be  requested  to  meet  for  a  day  following  the  adjournment 
of  the  Assembly. 

32.  That  all  other  officers,  except  President (s)  and  Vice- 
Presidents  of  the  Council,  be  elected  by  the  Central  Committee. 

33.  That  any  Amendments  to  the  Constitution  proposed 
by  the  Provisional  Committee  be  sent  to  members  of  the 
Assembly  at  least  six  months  prior  to  its  meeting,  and  that 
minor  modifications  of  such  proposed  Amendments  may  be 
made  by  the  first  Assembly  ;  but  that  Amendments  which 
have  not  been  submitted  six  months  prior  to  the  Assembly 
cannot  be  adopted  by  the  first  Assembly  (see  Section  VIII 
of  the  Constitution). 

34.  Than  when  the  text  of  the  important  Amendment 
to  Article  5  is  sent  to  members  of  the  Assembly,  it  be  accom¬ 
panied  by  an  announcement  that  since  it  has  been  carefully 
studied  and  favourably  received,  it  should  be  voted  on  at  an 
early  session  in  order  that  the  Committee  on  Nominations 
may  be  clear  as  to  the  constitutional  provision  under  which 
it  is  to  operate  in  nominating  members  of  the  Central  Com¬ 
mittee. 

35.  That  the  appointment  of  a  Business  Committee 
of  not  more  than  15  persons,  including  the  presiding  officers, 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Arrangements  and  the 
Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee,  be  recommended  to  the 
Assembly. 

36.  That  the  Staff  be  requested  to  prepare  a  handbook 
for  all  delegates  and  visitors  and  also  a  “  Who’s  Who  ”  of  the 
Assembly. 

Study  Programme 

37.  That  the  Study  Department  Commission  be  given 
authority  to  make  necessary  decisions  with  regard  to  the 
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time  schedule  for  completing  the  various  studies  and  for 
similar  matters. 

38.  That  the  Study  Department  Commission  be  author¬ 
ised  to  decide  what  materials  produced  by  the  several  Assembly 
Commissions  should  be  sent  to  delegates  prior  to  the  Assembly. 
It  is  requested  that  materials  designed  for  all  delegates  should 
be  mailed  in  time  to  reach  them  not  later  than  July  1st,  1948  ; 
and  that  materials  designed  especially  for  members  of  a  section 
reach  them  about  April  15th,  1948. 

39.  That  in  addition  to  the  members  of  the  Assembly 
Commissions  already  named,  the  following  be  appointed  : 

To  Commission  I  —  Professor  Eegin  Prenter  (Denmark) 

President  Conrad  Bergendoff 
(U.S.A.) 

Professor  Clarence  Craig  (U.S.A.) 

To  Commission  II  — -  President  Paul  Hoh  (U.S.A.) 

Professor  Bratsiotis  (Greece) 

Miss  Suzanne  de  Dietrich  (France) 
Rev.  Robert  S.  Bilheimer  (U.S.A.) 
Pastor  Pierre  Maury  (France) 
Professor  Walter  M.  Horton 
(U.S.A.) 

To  Commission  III  —  Mrs.  Kathleen  Bliss  (England) 

Mr.  M.  Thomas  (India) 

Mr.  Roger  Breuil  (France) 

Mr.  Paul  Holt  (U.S.A.) 

40.  That  the  Commission  of  the  Churches  on  International 
Affairs  be  invited  to  name  members  of  Commission  IV,  up 
to  15,  and  that  the  Chairman  of  the  Administrative  Committee, 
the  Chairman  of  the  Study  Department  Commission,  and 
the  General  Secretary  be  empowered  to  appoint  these  mem¬ 
bers  and  also  additional  members  not  exceeding  15. 

41.  That,  in  order  to  enable  the  World  Council  Assembly 
to  carry  its  Christian  witness  as  rapidly  and  effectively  as 
possible  to  its  own  constituency  and  to  the  secular  and  non- 
Christian  world,  the  special  Committee  suggested  by  the 
Administrative  Committee  at  Horsham  be  now  constituted 
as  the  authorised  agent  of  the  Provisional  Committee  to  plan 
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and  advise  about  all  relations  of  the  World  Council  to  the 
press,  radio,  motion  pictures,  and  other  media  of  information 
in  connection  with  the  meeting  of  the  Assembly  in  1948.  In 
this  capacity  the  Committee  will  work  under  the  general 
direction  of  the  Administrative  Committee  and  the  Committee 
on  Arrangements. 

The  Provisional  Committee  suggests  to  the  special  com¬ 
mittee  that  all  plenary  sessions  of  the  Assembly  be  open  as 
far  as  possible  to  representatives  of  all  such  media,  subject 
to  the  Assembly’s  designation  of  executive  sessions.  The 
Provisional  Committee  suggests  also  that  the  Special  Com¬ 
mittee  make  a  very  careful  study  of  the  considerations  involved 
in  any  outside  attendance  at  the  meetings  of  the  sections  and 
committees,  and  reach  a  decision  on  this  matter  to  be  reported 
to  the  member- churches  at  least  six  months  before  the  meeting 
of  the  Assembly.  We  hope  the  committee  may  find  a  way  to 
admit  a  limited  number  of  press  representatives,  perhaps  two 
or  three,  to  the  sessions  of  the  sections. 

42.  That  a  special  committee  on  publicity  be  appointed 
and  that  the  following  be  appointed  to  serve  as  the  nucleus 
of  such  a  committee  :  Charles  P.  Taft  (U.8.A.),  Henry  Martin 
(Great  Britain),  Albert  Finet  (France),  Mr.  Van  Schouwenburg 
(Netherlands),  Kenneth  Grubb  (Britain),  Alexandre  de  Wey- 
marn  (Switzerland),  Bobert  Boot  (U.S.A.)  ;  and  that  a  special 
sub-committee  on  broadcasting  be  designed  with  the  following 
to  serve  as  a  nucleus  :  Francis  House  (England),  W.  J.  Galla¬ 
gher  (Canada),  Walter  W.  Van  Kirk  (U.S.A. ). 

43.  That  a  Business  Committee  of  the  Committee  on 
Arrangements  be  appointed  which  shall  have  authority  to 
handle  further  details  of  arrangements,  this  committee  to 
consist  of  the  Chairman  (Dr.  Cavert),  the  Vice-Chairman 
(Bishop  Damgaard),  the  Chairman  of  the  Administrative 
Committee  (Dr.  Bcegner),  the  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Adminis¬ 
trative  Committee  (the  Bishop  of  Chichester),  the  Chairman 
of  the  Study  Commission  (Dr.  Van  Dusen),  and  the  Chairman 
of  the  Dutch  Committee  (Dr.  Berkelbach)  ;  and  that  this  com¬ 
mittee  be  authorised  to  appoint  a  press  officer  or  officers  for 
the  Assembly. 

44.  That  the  American  Committee  of  the  World  Council 
and  the  Interseminary  Movement  be  requested  to  make  the 
services  of  the  Bev.  Bobert  S.  Bilheimer  available  for  a  period  of 
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from  six  to  nine  months  immediately  preceding  the  Amster¬ 
dam  meeting  and  that  one  of  his  responsibilities  be  the  arranging 
of  the  programme  for  visitors  at  the  Assembly.  It  is  urged  that 
if  Mr.  Bilheimer  is  not  available,  some  other  American  be  secured 
as  a  temporary  member  of  the  Geneva  staff. 

45.  That  further  details  concerning  local  arrangements 
in  Amsterdam  be  referred  to  the  Dutch  Committee  on  Arrange¬ 
ments  under  the  chairmanship  of  Professor  Berkelbach  in 
consultation  with  the  officers  and  staff  of  the  Provisional  Com¬ 
mittee. 

46.  That  a  meeting  of  the  Administrative  Committee  be 
held  next  winter,  preferably  in  January,  to  which  members 
of  the  Provisional  Committee  and  members  of  the  Committee 
Arrangements  will  be  invited  in  so  far  as  they  can  attend 
without  expense  to  the  Council ;  and  that  the  Administrative 
Committee  at  this  meeting  be  empowered  to  make  such 
further  decisions  as  are  necessary  in  preparation  for  the 
Assembly. 

Budget  and  Finance 

47.  That  the  following  budget  for  the  Assembly  be 
approved  : 

A.  For  additional  staff,  secretarial  assistance 


and  office  expenses  for  the  Study  Depart¬ 
ment  .  $17,000 

B.  For  the  meetings,  office  expenses  and  tra¬ 

vel  of  the  five  study  commissions  .  .  .  10,000 

C.  For  the  translation  and  publication  of  the 

five  preparatory  volumes  in  3  languages  13,000 

D.  For  the  expenses  of  the  Assembly  including 

travel  expenses  of  staff,  stenographic 
service,  printing,  publicity,  and  publica¬ 
tion  of  report .  20,000 

E.  For  partial  travel  expenses  of  certain  dele¬ 

gates  who  come  from  great  distances  (such 
as  representatives  of  Younger  Churches) 
or  from  impoverished  areas .  30,000 

F.  For  additional  expenses  of  General  Secre¬ 

tariat  for  General  Assembly  .  15,000 

G.  For  unforeseen  emergencies .  5,000 


$110,000 
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48.  That  the  member-churches  be  requested  to  provide 
the  budget  of  $110,000  by  special  appropriations  as  follows  : 


From  the  Churches  of  the  U.S.A.  .  .  .  $74,800 
From  other  Churches . $35,200 


49.  That  a  registration  fee  of  $  10  (or  30  Dutch  florins 
or  40  Swiss  francs),  to  be  paid  by  all  delegates  and  visitors,  be 
authorised  on  the  understanding  that  the  Administrative 
Committee  has  power  to  change  the  figure  if  deemed  desirable. 

Call  to  the  Assembly 

50.  That  the  Provisional  Committee  be  requested  at  its 
meeting  in  Buck  Hill  Falls  to  issue  a  “  Call  to  the  Churches  ” 
interpreting  the  spiritual  significance  of  the  1948  Assembly 
and  the  main  emphases  with  which  it  will  be  concerned. 


A  CALL  TO  THE  CHURCHES 
CONCERNING  THE  FIRST  ASSEMBLY 
OF  THE  WORLD  COUNCIL  OF  CHURCHES  1 


i 

In  August  1948  the  first  Assembly  of  the  World  Council  ol 
Churches  will  take  place  at  Amsterdam,  and  all  the  memberf 
churches  will  send  their  delegates.  We  are  profoundly  thankfu- 
that  after  long  years  of  separation,  and  so  soon  after  the  most 
devastating  war  in  human  history,  the  Christian  churches 
throughout  the  world  will  thus  be  able  to  express  and  to 
manifest  their  spiritual  unity. 

We  know  that  this  is  due  to  no  merit  of  our  own,  but  is  a 
gift,  granted  to  the  Christian  churches  by  Our  Lord  Himself 
against  and  beyond  any  human  hope.  Through  the  trials  and 
persecutions  of  these  last  years,  a  new  consciousness  of  fellow¬ 
ship  has  been  awakened  and  made  effective,  and  a  flood  of 
prayer  has  been  released,  overflowing  all  ecclesiastical  barriers 
and  national  antagonisms.  We  have  learned  in  a  new  way 
that  “  where  one  member  suffers,  all  the  members  suffer  with 
it.”  And  we  have  been  richly  blessed  by  this  experience. 
Thus  we  have  every  reason  to  thank  and  praise  God,  “  Who 
only  doeth  wondrous  things.” 

But  this  graciousness  of  God  reminds  us  all  both  of  our 
responsibility  and  of  our  shortcomings.  The  main  theme  before 
the  Assembly — “  Man’s  Disorder  and  God’s  Design  ” — itself 
shows  that  the  Churches  of  Christ  have  failed  in  preventing 
man’s  disorder,  and  will  fail  again,  if  we  try  to  overcome  it 
without  God’s  grace,  and  without  a  renewal  of  our  own  lives. 
We  have  fallen  short  both  in  speaking  the  Word  of  Christ  and 
in  doing  His  healing  and  saving  work. 


1  See  page  15. 
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II 

With  the  blessing  of  God,  this  Assembly  can  mark  a  new 
experience  of  the  glory  of  God,  and  a  new  acceptance  by 
Christians  and  Christian  churches  of  their  responsibility  for 
seeking  continually  to  bring  the  whole  of  human  life  and  rela¬ 
tions  under  the  Kingship  of  Christ.  But  before  attempting  to 
make  a  new  start,  we  ought  to  understand  why  we  failed,  and 
recognising  the  cause  of  our  failure,  plead  that  the  goodness 
of  God  may  lead  us  to  true  repentance.  The  design  of  God 
declares  itself  in  the  new  environment  for  our  lives  that  has 
been  created  by  the  acts  of  God  in  Christ.  In  His  life,  death, 
and  resurrection,  and  in  the  coming  of  the  Church,  a  new 
beginning  has  been  made  in  human  history.  “  What  is  old  has 
gone,  the  new  has  come.”  But  at  this  crisis  in  the  existence  of 
mankind,  we  are  compelled  to  confess  that  the  contrast  between 
the  high  calling  of  the  Church  and  the  visible  institutions  called 
churches  is  only  too  evident.  We  have  failed  because  we  our¬ 
selves  have  been  partakers  in  man’s  disorder.  Our  first  and 
deepest  need  is  not  new  organisation,  but  the  renewal,  or 
rather  the  rebirth,  of  the  actual  churches.  May  God  grant  that 
we  may  hear  the  call  of  the  Spirit. 

III 

We  confess  that  because  of  the  dividedness  of  the  churches, 
also,  we  have  fallen  short  in  the  witness  we  should  have  borne 
to  Christ.  Our  churches  are  divided,  and  by  their  divisions 
the  whole  work  of  the  Church,  both  in  speech  and  in  action, 
suffers  most  grievous  harm.  We  long  for  the  day  when  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  shall  recapture  the  churches  and,  mani¬ 
festing  His  glory,  lead  them  to  speak  with  one  clear  voice  and 
to  act  as  those  who  serve  Him  only  as  their  Lord.  In  that 
unity  we  desire  to  join  our  forces  to  do  His  work  of  feeding 
the  hungry,  clothing  the  naked,  visiting  the  prisoner  and 
healing  the  sick,  to  learn  and  to  preach  His  truth  and  grace, 
and  thus  to  proclaim  His  Kingdom. 

IV 

The  World  Council  of  Churches  is  itself  both  a  declaration 
of  the  spiritual  unity  of  its  member  churches  and  a  means 
through  which  they  may  express  that  unity  in  action.  Already 
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more  than  a  hundred  churches  have  joined  it  from  the  Old 
and  New  Worlds,  from  the  East  and  the  West — a  clear  sign 
of  the  longing  of  the  churches  for  deeper  fellowship  in  Christ. 
The  Council  stands  on  faith  in  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  God 
and  Saviour  and  is  a  fellowship  of  churches  which  accept  that 
faith.  It  serves  the  churches,  and  in  no  way  seeks  to  legislate 
for  them  or  control  them.  It  aspires  after  an  expression  of 
unity  in  which  Christians  and  Christian  churches,  joyously 
aware  of  their  oneness  in  Jesus  Christ  their  Lord,  and  pursuing 
an  ever  fuller  realisation  of  union,  shall  in  time  of  need  give 
help  and  comfort  to  one  another,  and  at  all  times  inspire  and 
exhort  one  another  to  live  worthily  of  their  common  member¬ 
ship  in  the  Body  of  Christ.  It  also  seeks  increasingly  to  enable 
the  churches  to  take  united  action  for  the  furtherance  of 
Christ’s  Kingdom.  We  trust  that,  by  God’s  Grace,  through 
the  meetings  at  Amsterdam,  the  World  Council  may  be 
recognised  by  the  whole  membership  of  the  constituent 
churches  as  a  clear  expression  and  a  powerful  instrument  of 
their  fellowship. 

We  therefore  call  upon  all  Christians  to  join  us  in  earnest 
prayer  that  the  first  Assembly  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
may  be  used  of  God  for  a  rebirth  of  the  churches,  and  for  their 
re-dedication  in  the  unity  of  the  faith  to  the  common  task  of 
proclaiming  His  Word  and  doing  His  work  among  all  nations. 


RESOLUTIONS  AND  PRONOUNCEMENTS 1 


A.  Regarding  Public  Statements 

1.  (a)  In  the  performance  of  its  functions,  the  Council  in 
its  Assembly  or  its  Central  Committee  may  make  pronounce¬ 
ments  as  it  may  feel  itself  led  by  the  Holy  Spirit  upon  any 
situation  or  issue  with  which  it  or  its  constituent  churches 
may  be  confronted. 

(b)  While  such  statements  may  have  great  significance 
and  influence  as  the  expression  of  the  judgment  or  concern  of 
so  widely  representative  a  Christian  body,  yet  their  authority 
will  consist  only  in  the  weight  which  they  carry  by  their  own 
truth  and  wisdom,  and  in  making  them  the  Assembly  or  the 
Central  Committee  assumes  no  constitutional  authority  over 
the  constituent  churches. 

2.  (a)  The  Administrative  Committee  or  any  Commission 
of  the  Council  may  recommend  statements  to  the  Assembly  or 
to  the  Central  Committee  for  its  consideration  and  action. 

(b)  No  Committee  or  Commission  of  the  Council  shall 
publish  any  pronouncement  or  make  any  public  statement 
until  it  has  been  approved  by  the  Assembly  or  the  Central 
Committee,  except  that  in  circumstances  of  urgent  immediacy 
statements  may  be  published  by  the  Administrative  Committee, 
or  by  any  Commission  of  the  Council  on  matters  within  its 
own  field  of  concern  and  action  if  approved  by  the  Chairman 
of  the  Administrative  Committee  and  the  General  Secretary, 
and  in  these  cases  the  Committee  or  Commission  shall  make  it 
clear  that  is  speaks  for  itself  only. 

(c)  In  cases  of  exceptional  emergency  statements  may  be 
issued  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Administrative  Committee  after 
consultation  with  the  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Administrative 


1  See  page  35. 
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Committee  and  the  General  Secretary,  provided  that  they  are 
satisfied  that  such  statements  are  not  contrary  to  the  estab¬ 
lished  policy  of  the  Council. 

3.  Nothing  in  these  regulations  shall  contravene  the  special 
provisions  of  the  Constitution  regarding  the  Commission  on 
Faith  and  Order. 


B.  The  Plight  of  Displaced  Persons,  Refugees  and  Expellees 

1.  In  June  1946  the  Ecumenical  Befugee  Commission,  in 
session  at  Geneva,  drew  attention  to  the  plight  of  Displaced 
Persons,  Befngees  and  Expellees.  Since  then  the  conditions  of 
these  people  has  deteriorated  physically,  socially  and  spirit¬ 
ually,  and  their  present  appalling  plight,  with  so  little  apparent 
prospect  of  amelioration,  is  both  a  reproach  and  a  menace  to 
civilisation.  Each  one  is  a  brother  or  sister  in  the  family  of 
God,  and  this  fact  underlies  our  deep  concern  and  our  proposals 
for  meeting  the  situation. 

2.  In  the  light  of  the  above  the  Commission,  in  session  at 
Copenhagen  in  March  1947,  calls  attention  to  the  deplorable 
fact  that,  neither  separately  nor  through  the  International 
Befugee  Organisation  have  nations  yet  made  proper  provision 
either  for  a  long-term  solution  or  for  interim  care  and  prepara¬ 
tion  for  resettlement.  The  International  Befugee  Organisation 
budget  in  particular  is  lamentably  inadequate  for  these  pur¬ 
poses. 

3.  We  therefore  urge  redoubled  efforts  by  Governments 
and  the  International  Befugee  Organisation  towards 

(a)  Bepatriation  of  those,  and  only  those  by  whom  this  is 
desired,  and  for  whom  it  is  safe  and  practicable. 

(b)  Speedy  resettlement  elsewhere  of  as  many  as  possible, 
with  the  assurance  of  economic  opportunity,  community 
welcome  and  eventual  citizenship.  We  record  our  convic¬ 
tion  that,  in  such  transfers,  family  groupings  should  be 
preserved.  We  call  upon  Christian  people  in  potential 
countries  of  reception  both  to  make  known  to  their 
Governments  their  own  desire  to  help  to  rebuild  these 
shattered  lives,  and  also  to  rally  public  support  for  such 
a  policy. 
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4.  We  would  further  call  the  attention  of  Governments 
and  the  International  Befugee  Organisation  to  the  need  for 
aftercare  of  resettled  or  repatriated  families  and  individuals. 
We  also  remind  the  churches  in  all  receiving  lands,  particularly  . 
at  the  moment  in  Belgium,  Britain,  France,  Sweden,  Canada, 
the  United  States  and  the  countries  of  Latin  America,  of  their 
opportunity  and  Christian  obligation  to  supplement  official 
measures.  Especially  valuable  service  can  be  rendered  through 
alertness  to  the  spiritual,  educational,  and  cultural  needs  and 
opportunities  of  the  newcomers,  over  and  above  the  basic 
economic  and  social  provision  which  it  is  the  minimum  duty 
of  Governments  to  guarantee. 

5.  Hundreds  of  thousands  must  inevitably  wait  a  long 
time  for  repatriation  or  resettlement.  During  this  period 
retraining  and  rehabilitation  courses  should  be  provided  for 
them,  along  with  an  adequate  service  of  information  as  to  the 
possibilities  and  prospects  of  resettlement.  At  the  close  of 
the  waiting  period  they  should  receive  at  least  the  minimum 
equipment  and  clothing  appropriate  to  their  destined  home 
and  occupation. 

6.  The  overcrowded  conditions  of  Germany  and  Austria 
with  reduced  territory,  greatly  inflated  population  and  insuf¬ 
ficient  resources,  make  it  imperative  to  resettle  elsewhere  the 
largest  possible  number  of  displaced  persons  and  refugees.. 
Further  we  are  bound  to  record  our  conviction  that,  unless 
these  countries  are  economically  rehabilitated,  with  due  regard 
to  the  peaceful  future  of  the  world,  and  certain  contemplated 
frontier  adjustments  are  also  reconsidered,  such  resettlement 
of  Germans  and  German- speaking  refugees  on  a  large  scale  in 
other  lands  may  be  the  only  alternative  to  a  further  serious 
threat  to  world  peace. 

7.  It  appears  inevitable,  however,  that  a  large  proportion 
of  these  displaced  persons  and  refugees  will  have  to  make 
permanent  homes  in  the  countries  where  they  now  are.  This 
lays  a  tremendous  obligation  upon  the  governing  authorities 
and  the  churches  of  such  areas,  to  make  optimum  use  of  all 
available  resources  in  the  provision  of  work,  housing,  educa¬ 
tional  and  cultural  possibilities.  The  world- wide  Church  must 
welcome  this  opportunity  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  local 
parishes,  and  to  make  such  activities  a  truly  ecumenical 
witness. 
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C.  A  Statement  of  the  Provisional  Committee  of  the  World 

Council  of  Churches  adopted  at  its  meeting  at  Buck  Hill 

Falls  on  April  25th,  1947. 

The  World  Council  of  Churches,  composed  of  churches 
which  acknowledge  Jesus  Christ  as  God  and  Saviour,  owes  its 
existence  to  the  desire  of  its  member  Churches  to  express  their 
unity  in  Him.  The  Council  seeks  to  promote  this  unity  among 
its  members  and  to  serve  them  as  an  organ  whereby  they  may 
bear  witness  together  to  their  common  faith  and  co-operate 
in  matters  requiring  united  action.  The  Council  does  not  aim, 
however,  to  usurp  the  functions  which  belong  to  its  constituent 
members,  nor  in  any  way  to  control  or  legislate  for  these  bodies. 
Moreover,  while  earnestly  seeking  the  co-operation  and  unity 
of  all  the  churches  that  accept  its  basis,  the  Council  disavows 
any  thought  of  becoming  a  single  unified  church  structure 
dominated  by  a  centralised  administrative  authority. 

The  Christian  unity  for  which  the  Council  stands  is  of  a 
different  order.  It  strives  after  a  unity  in  which  Christians 
and  Christian  churches,  joyously  aware  of  their  oneness  in 
Jesus  Christ  their  Lord,  and  pursuing  an  ever  fuller  realisation 
and  expression  of  that  oneness,  shall  in  times  of  need  give  help 
and  comfort  to  one  another,  and  at  all  times  inspire  and  exhort 
one  another  to  live  worthily  of  their  common  membership  in 
the  Body  of  Christ. 

With  respect  to  public  pronouncements,  the  Council  regards 
it  as  an  essential  part  of  its  responsibility  to  address  its  own 
attention  in  the  realm  of  thought  or  action,  “  not  as  having 
dominion  of  their  faith,  but  as  helpers  of  their  joy.”  The 
Council  further  considers  itself  responsible  to  Jesus  Christ, 
the  Head  of  the  Church,  to  seek  to  know  the  Will  of  God 
upon  important  issues  which  radically  affect  the  Church  and 
society,  and  thereafter,  in  the  name  of  Christ,  in  dependence 
upon  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  in  penitence  and  faith,  to  call  upon 
churches,  governments  or  men  in  general,  as  the  situation 
may  require,  to  deal  with  a  given  historical  issue,  in  the  name 
of  Christ  and  in  the  fight  of  God’s  revelation  in  Jesus  Christ 
the  Lord. 


REPORT  ON  CONSTITUTIONAL  MATTERS  * 


Your  committee  has  considered  the  various  proposals 
referred  to  it,  and  presents  the  following  report.  We  take  up 
the  proposals  in  the  order  of  the  Articles  of  the  Constitution 
to  which  they  refer. 

1.  We  recommend  adoption  of  the  procedure  with  reference 
to  Article  1,  Basis,  suggested  in  paragraph  23,  page  11,  of  the 
Minutes  of  the  Administrative  Committee  meeting  at  St.  Ju¬ 
lian’s,  August  2nd  and  3rd,  1946,  as  follows  : 

(a)  The  Provisional  Committee  should  not  initiate  any  revision 
of  the  basis  at  the  first  Assembly. 

(b)  If  certain  churches  indicate  an  intention  of  submitting  a 
revision  of  the  Constitution  as  to  the  basis,  the  Provi¬ 
sional  Committee  should  suggest  to  them  that  it  would 
be  preferable  to  have  the  question  studied  thoroughly 
during  the  interim  between  the  first  and  second  Assembly. 

(c)  If  any  church  submits  to  the  Assembly  an  amendment 
of  the  basis,  the  Provisional  Committee  should  propose, 
as  an  alternative,  that  the  whole  question  of  the  basis 
be  made  the  subject  of  study  and  report  to  the  second 
Assembly. 

2.  We  recommend  that  the  Provisional  Committee  send 
to  the  constituent  churches,  not  less  than  six  months  before 
the  meeting  of  the  Assembly  of  1948,  notice  of  a  proposed 
amendment  to  Article  II,  Membership,  such  that  the  Article 
would  read  as  follows  : 

Those  churches  shall  be  eligible  for  membership  in  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  which  express  their  agreement 
with  the  basis  upon  which  the  Council  is  founded  and 
satisfy  such  criteria  as  the  Assembly  or  the  Central  Com¬ 
mittee  may  prescribe. 


1  See  page  16. 
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Election  to  membership  shall  be  by  a  two-thirds  vote 
of  the  Assembly,  each  member  church  having  one  vote. 
Any  application  for  membership  between  meetings  of  the 
Assembly  may  be  considered  by  the  Central  Committee ; 
if  the  application  is  supported  by  a  two-thirds  majority 
of  the  Committee,  this  action  shall  be  communicated  to 
the  churches  that  are  members  of  the  World  Council,  and 
unless  objection  is  received  from  more  than  one- third  of 
the  member  churches  within  six  months  the  applicant 
shall  be  declared  elected. 

3.  As  regards  the  proposal  to  revise  the  list  of  functions 
of  the  World  Council  in  Article  III,  your  committee  considers 
that  a  full  revision  is  desirable  after  thorough  study  in  the  light 
of  actual  developments  in  the  World  Council’s  activities.  For 
the  present  we  recommend  only  one  change,  adding  to  the  list 
a  statement  of  the  Council’s  responsibility  to  support  the 
churches  in  their  task  of  evangelisation. 

We  recommend  that  the  Provisional  Committee  send  to 
the  constituent  churches,  not  less  than  six  months  before  the 
meeting  of  the  Assembly  of  1948,  notice  of  this  proposed  amend¬ 
ment  to  Article  III,  Functions  :  To  add  to  the  list  of  six  func¬ 
tions  a  seventh  function,  to  read  as  follows  : 

(vii)  To  support  the  churches  in  their  task  of  evangelisa¬ 
tion. 

4.  (a)  We  recommend  that  the  Provisional  Committee 
send  to  the  constituent  churches,  not  less  than  six  months 
before  the  meeting  of  the  Assembly  of  1948,  notice  of  a  pro¬ 
posed  amendment  to  Article  V,  Organisation,  as  follows  : 
Change  the  last  sentence  of  the  first  paragraph  of  section  (i) 
to  read, 

Their  term  of  service  shall  begin  within  the  year  before 
the  Assembly  meets,  and  they  shall  serve  until  their  succes¬ 
sors  are  appointed. 

(b)  Omit  the  entire  portion  which  allocates  seats  in  the 
Assembly  to  the  various  areas,  beginning  “  The  membership 
shall  be  allocated  provisionally  as  follows  ”  and  ending  “  such 
churches  to  be  designated  by  the  world  confessional  organisa¬ 
tions,”  and  substitute  therefor  the  following  paragraph  : 
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Seats  in  the  Assembly  shall  be  allocated  to  the  member 
churches  by  the  Central  Committee,  due  regard  being 
given  to  such  factors  as  numerical  size,  adequate  confes¬ 
sional  representation  and  adequate  geographical  distri¬ 
bution.  Suggestions  for  readjustments  in  the  allocation 
of  seats  may  be  made  to  the  Central  Committee  by  member 
churches  or  by  groups  of  member  churches,  confessional, 
regional  or  national,  and  these  readjustments  shall  become 
effective  if  approved  by  the  Central  Committee  and  the 
member  churches  concerned. 

(c)  Substitute  for  the  present  section  (ii),  as  far  as  the 
last  paragraph  covering  allocation  of  membership  in  the  Central 
Committee,  ending  with  the  words  “  such  churches  to  be 
designated  by  the  world  confessional  organisations  ”  the  following 
paragraph  : 

A  Central  Committee  which  shall  be  a  committee  of  the 
Assembly  and  which  shall  consist  of  not  more  than  90 
members  chosen  by  the  Assembly  from  among  persons 
whom  the  churches  have  appointed  as  members  of  the 
Assembly.  They  shall  serve  until  the  next  Assembly, 
unless  the  Assembly  otherwise  determine.  Membership 
in  the  Central  Committee  shall  be  distributed  among  the 
member  churches  by  the  Assembly,  due  regard  being 
given  to  such  factors  as  numerical  size,  adequate  confes¬ 
sional  representation  and  adequate  geographical  distri¬ 
bution.  Any  vacancy  occurring  in  the  membership  of  the 
Central  Committee  between  meetings  of  the  Assembly  shall 
be  filled  by  the  Central  Committee  upon  nomination  of  the 
Church  or  churches  concerned. 

5.  As  regards  the  proposal  to  amend  the  first  sentence 
in  the  first  paragraph  of  Article  V  (i)  to  allow  some  flexibility 
in  the  dates  of  the  Assembly  meetings,  we  are  of  opinion  that 
the  words  “  shall  ordinarily  meet  every  five  years  ”  sufficiently 
provide  for  this  possibility,  and  we  recommend  no  change, 

6.  As  regards  the  proposal  to  include  a  provision  for 
securing  observance  of  the  recommendation  in  the  last  para¬ 
graph  of  Article  V  (i),  “  that  approximately  one-third  of  the 
Assembly  shall  consist  of  lay  persons,”  your  committee  con¬ 
siders  that  the  only  effective  way  to  ensure  this  end  will  be  to 
increase  the  number  of  places  allocated  to  the  member  churches, 
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possibly  with  a  specific  requirement  that  such  additional 
places  be  filled  by  the  appointment  of  lay  persons  only.  At 
present  the  Constitution  limits  the  total  number  of  places  to 
450  (V,  (i),  first  paragraph).  Until  we  can  learn  through 
experience  how  large  the  Assembly  must  be  to  allow  for  a 
one-third  lay  membership  it  seems  best  to  leave  to  each 
Assembly  the  power  to  determine  the  size  of  the  next  Assembly. 
We  therefore  present  an  amendment  designed  to  give  the  1948 
Assembly  the  opportunity  to  make  this  change  if  it  wishes 
to  do  so. 

Further,  since  this  proposal  will  render  superfluous  the 
direction  that  “  the  Central  Committee,  in  consultation  with 
the  different  areas  and  groups  shall  suggest  plans  to  achieve 
this  end,”  we  propose  an  amendment  to  substitute  for  that 
sentence  a  direction  that  the  Central  Committee  shall  strongly 
urge  the  member  Churches  to  observe  this  provision. 

We  recommend,  therefore,  that  the  Provisional  Committee 
send  to  the  constituent  churches,  not  less  than  six  months 
before  the  meeting  of  the  Assembly  of  1948,  notice  of  the 
following  proposed  amendments  : 

1.  To  delete  in  the  first  paragraph  of  Article  V,  Section  (i), 
the  sentence  “  It  shall  consist  of  not  more  than  450  members 
who  shall  be  apportioned  as  is  provided  hereafter,”  and  to 
substitute  therefor  this  sentence  : 

It  shall  consist  of  members  whose  number  shall  be 
determined  by  each  Assembly  for  the  subsequent  Assembly, 
and  they  shall  be  apportioned  as  is  provided  hereafter. 

2.  To  change  the  last  sentence  of  the  last  paragraph  of 
Article  V,  Section  (i)  so  that  it  shall  read  : 

In  order  to  secure  that  approximately  one-third  of  the 
Assembly  shall  consist  of  lay  persons,  the  Central  Com¬ 
mittee  in  allocating  to  the  member  churches  their  places 
in  the  Assembly  shall  strongly  urge  each  church  to  observe 
this  provision. 

7.  As  regards  the  proposal  from  the  Administrative  Com¬ 
mittee  (St.  Julian’s  Minutes,  page  12,  paragraph  26)  to  amend 
Article  VII  so  as  to  permit  the  appointment  of  a  limited 
number  of  representatives  in  the  Assembly  on  a  consultative 
basis,  your  committee  is  of  opinion  that  this  should  not  be  put 
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in  the  Constitution  but  that  there  should  be  a  By-Law  regarding 
Consultants,  somewhat  to  this  effect : 

Consultants  for  the  Assembly  or  for  the  Central  Com¬ 
mittee  may  be  appointed  by  the  Central  Committee  after 

consultation  with  the  churches  of  which  they  are  members, 

and  shall  be  entitled  to  speak  but  not  to  vote. 

8.  We  recommend  that  the  Provisional  Committee  send 
to  the  constituent  churches,  not  less  than  six  months  before 
the  meeting  of  the  Assembly  of  1948,  notice  of  a  proposed 
amendment  to  Article  VII,  so  that  it  shall  read  as  follows  : 

VII.  Consultative  Relationships 

(i)  Such  World  Confessional  Associations  and  such  Ecu¬ 
menical  Organisations  as  may  be  designated  by  the  Central 
Committee  may  be  invited  to  send  representatives  to  the 
sessions  of  the  Assembly  and  of  the  Central  Committee  in  a 
consultative  capacity,  in  such  numbers  as  the  Central  Com¬ 
mittee  shall  determine. 

(ii)  Such  constituent  bodies  of  the  International  Mission¬ 
ary  Council  and  such  nation-wide  councils  of  churches  as  may 
be  designated  by  the  Central  Committee  may  be  invited  to 
send  representatives  to  the  sessions  of  the  Assembly  and  of 
the  Central  Committee  in  a  consultative  capacity,  in  such 
numbers  as  the  Central  Committee  shall  determine. 

9.  We  recommend  that  the  Provisional  Committee  appoint 
a  committee  of  five,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on  Constitution 
and  By-Laws,  to  which  any  other  proposed  amendments  of 
the  Constitution  shall  be  referred  for  study  and  report,  with 
recommendations,  to  the  meeting  of  the  Provisional  Committee 
in  August  1948. 

This  Committee  shall  also  draft  and  submit  to  the  Provi¬ 
sional  Committee  a  body  of  By-Laws  for  the  World  Council 
of  Churches,  setting  forth  such  items  as  the  following  : 

An  Order  of  Business  for  the  Assembly. 

An  Order  of  Business  for  the  Central  Committee. 

Officers  of  the  Assembly. 

Officers  of  the  Central  Committee. 
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Officers  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches. 

Staff  of  the  World  Council  and  or  the  Central  Committee. 

Duties  and  methods  of  procedure  for  the  Commissions  of 
the  World  Council. 

The  National  Christian  Councils  and  or  Councils  of  Churches 
in  the  functioning  of  the  World  Council. 

The  World  Confessional  and  other  ecumenical  organisations 
in  the  functioning  of  the  World  Council. 

Criteria  of  membership  in  the  World  Council  (see  recom¬ 
mendation  II,  C  in  report  4  Joint  Committee  I.M.C. 
and  W.C.C.). 

The  regulation  of  the  finances  of  the  World  Council  and 
its  parts. 

Rules  of  procedure  for  the  Assembly  and  other  parts  of  the 
World  Council. 

Any  other  items  that  may  seem  desirable. 


REPORT  ON  MEMBERSHIP 
OF  THE  COUNCIL  * 

I.  Orthodox  Churches 

A.  Report  of  the  delegation  to  the  Orthodox  Churches  of  Greece 
and  the  Near  East 

Agreed  that  this  report  be  adopted  and  the  Provisional 
Committee  records  its  gratification  that  the  churches,  as 
recorded  therein,  will  be  represented  as  members  at  the  first 
World  Assembly. 

B.  1.  Russian  Orthodox  Church 

The  Provisional  Committee  at  its  meeting  in  Geneva  in 
1946  (Minutes  p.  55)  expressed  its  desire  that  “  the  Orthodox 
Churches  will  be  able  to  take  their  full  and  rightful  place  in 
the  Council  ”  and  to  that  end  the  Administrative  Committee 
nominated  a  delegation  to  enter  into  conference  with  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  Patriarchate  of  Moscow.  This  meeting  of  the 
Provisional  Committee  records  its  gratification  that  personal 
contacts  have  been  made  and  expresses  the  hope  that  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches  will  soon  be  able 
to  enter  into  full  conference  with  representatives  of  the  Moscow 
Patriarchate. 

The  Provisional  Committee  empowers  the  Administrative 
Committee  at  its  meeting  in  January  to  take  whatever  steps 
it  deems  to  be  advisable,  in  the  light  of  the  report  to  it  of  the 
World  Council  delegation,  with  regard  to  building  up  relation¬ 
ships  between  the  World  Council  and  the  Church  of  Russia. 

2.  Russian  Orthodox  Church  in  the  U.S.A. 

Similarly  the  Provisional  Committee  authorises  the  Admi¬ 
nistrative  Committee  to  act  on  its  behalf  in  relation  to  the 
Russian  Orthodox  Church  in  the  U.S.A.  in  the  light  of  any 
developments  that  may  have  taken  place  by  the  date  of  its 
meeting. 


1  See  page  17. 
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0.  Orthodox  Churches  already  invited ,  not  yet  members 

The  Provisional  Committee  decides  that  small  delegations, 
nominated  to  it  by  the  Administrative  Committee,  be  sent 
to  the  Patriarchate  of  the  Serbian  Church,  the  Patriarchate 
of  Roumania,  and  the  Church  of  Bulgaria,  in  order  to  reaffirm 
their  co-operation  in  the  ecumenical  movement  and  to  discuss 
with  them  their  participation  in  the  World  Assembly. 

D.  Allocation  of  Places  to  the  Orthodox  Churches 

(Re-draft  of  Minute  15  (d)  of  the  Committee  on  Arrange¬ 
ments  for  the  Assembly) 

(d)  That  in  the  case  of  the  85  places  allotted  by  the  Consti¬ 
tution  to  the  Orthodox  Churches  throughout  the  world  (Art.  V. 
page  175  of  Geneva  Minutes)  the  Provisional  Committee 
authorises 

1.  the  General  Secretariat  to  suggest  a  tentative  allo¬ 
cation  to  those  Churches  which  have  already  signified  their 
participation,  to  submit  these  suggestions  for  the  agree¬ 
ment  of  those  churches  and  to  report  the  result  to  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Administrative  Committee. 

2.  that  a  tentative  allocation  be  suggested  to  any 
other  Orthodox  Churches,  which  may  yet  join  the  World 
Council,  at  the  time  of  their*  joining  ; 

3.  that  the  Administrative  Committee  at  its  next 
meeting  review  this  allocation  with  a  view  to  deciding 
whether  the  allocation  of  85  is  an  appropriate  one  in  the 
light  of  the  number  of  Orthodox  Churches  by  that  time 
undertaking  to  send  delegates  to  the  Assembly. 

II.  Younger  Churches 

The  Sub -Committee  on  Membership  had  referred  to  it  a 
section  on  pages  4  and  5  of  the  Report  from  the  Joint  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  International  Missionary  Council  and  the  World 
Council  of  Churches.  The  Provisional  Committee  accepted 
the  whole  of  Section  II-A  of  the  Joint  Committee’s  report 
with  the  insertion  under  A-l, 

“  That  the  Australian  Methodist  Conference  also  be 
requested  to  advise  with  regard  to  an  invitation  to  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Fiji.” 


—  99  — 


In  all  the  cases  referred  to,  the  Provisional  Committee 
empowers  the  General  Secretary  of  the  World  Council  after 
consultation  with  the  chairman  of  the  Administrative  Com¬ 
mittee  and  a  Secretary  of  the  International  Missionary  Council 
at  once  to  issue  invitations  if  satisfied  with  the  replies  received 
from  the  bodies  consulted,  but  if  in  doubt  to  refer  decisions 
to  the  Administrative  Committee  at  its  next  meeting. 

Section  B  was  adopted  in  toto ,  recommending  twenty 
churches  for  immediate  invitation. 


III.  Requests  received  for  Membership 

The  Sub-Committee  had  considered  a  number  of  letters 
applying  for  membership  and  the  Provisional  Committee 
agreed  to  accept  its  recommendation  that  the  following 
churches  receive  immediate  invitations  : 

The  Union  of  Baptists  in  Holland 
The  Free  Evangelicals  in  Holland 

The  Associated  Churches  of  Christ  in  New  Zealand  and 
The  Disciples  of  Christ  in  Canada  (if  it  is  found  upon 
inquiry  that  it  is  an  autonomous  church  in  the  sense 
of  the  criteria  for  membership) 


REPORT  ON  THE  PROGRAMME 
OF  THE  COUNCIL  1 


Your  sub-committee  submits  the  following  recommend¬ 
ations  : 

I.  The  Provisional  Committee  proposes  the  following  basic 

principles  in  regard  to  the  programme  of  the  Council : 

1 .  That  witness  to  the  unity  of  the  Body  of  Christ  in  a 
fellowship  of  worship,  thought,  and  service  shall  be 
paramount ; 

2.  That,  in  accordance  with  the  definitions  of  the  func¬ 
tions  of  the  Council  set  forth  in  the  Constitution, 
Article  III,  the  Council  may  include  in  its  programme 
any  field  of  activity  which  the  member  churches  may 
desire  to  make  an  object  of  common  interest ; 

3.  That  the  manifold  activities  of  the  Council  shall  be 
regarded  as  an  organic  whole,  in  which  the  work  of  each 
part  is  performed  in  the  light  of  the  total  programme ; 

4.  That  the  increasing  collaboration  of  the  Council  with 
the  I.M.C.  shall  find  expression  in  all  phases  of  the 
Council’s  programme,  especially  in  those  carried  on 
jointly. 

II.  The  programme  of  the  Council  is  carried  out  through 

its  commissions  and  departments. 

(A  department  consists  of  an  executive  and  his  aides,  who 
are  responsible  to  a  policy-forming  commission.) 

A.  There  shall  be  a  General  Secretariat,  established  by 
the  Assembly  or  the  Central  Committee  and  charged 
with  the  executive  direction  of  the  work  of  the  Council. 


1  See  page  37. 
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The  General  Secretariat  shall  be  responsible  for 
such  functions  as  the  conduct  of  the  day-by-day 
business  of  the  Council,  relations  with  member-chur¬ 
ches  and  other  ecumenical  bodies,  the  preparation  and 
administration  of  conferences  and  meetings  of  a 
general  nature,  the  general  supervision  and  coordination 
of  the  activities  and  publications  of  the  commissions 
and  departments  of  the  Council,  the  interpretation  of 
the  work  of  the  Council  to  the  Churches  and  the 
public,  and  the  administration  of  activities  not  other¬ 
wise  assigned. 

B.  There  shall  be  the  following  commissions  and  depart¬ 
ments  : 

1 .  Faith  and  Order. 

Charged  with  the  duties  hitherto  carried  on 
by  the  Continuation  Committee  on  Faith  and 
Order. 

(Note  :  The  Provisional  Committee  will  welcome 
proposals  from  the  meeting  of  the  Continuation 
Committee  on  Faith  and  Order  in  August  1947  in 
regard  to  the  continuation  of  its  activities  following 
the  Assembly.) 

2 .  Study. 

To  initiate  and  pursue  studies  and  inquiries 
in  regard  to  any  subject  of  concern  to  the  churches 
not  provided  for  by  other  specialised  organs  of 
the  Council,  and  to  stimulate  co-operative  thinking 
among  the  churches. 

3.  Evangelism. 

To  stimulate  and  assist  the  churches  in  meeting 
more  adequately  their  responsibilities  for  the 
proclamation  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ  to  all  men 
everywhere  in  all  their  individual  and  social 
relationships. 

The  development  of  this  department  will  call 
for  especially  close  collaboration  with  the  Inter¬ 
national  Missionary  Council. 


102 


4.  Reconstruction  and  Inter-Church  Aid . 

To  be  the  means  by  which  churches  serve  one 
another  and  to  meet  human  needs  in  an  ecumenical 
spirit. 

5.  Youth  Work. 

To  serve  as  the  centre  of  ecumenical  contact 
and  inspiration  for  the  movements  directly  related 
to  the  churches  and  to  collaborate  with  the  inter¬ 
national  Christian  youth  movements  and  other 
Christian  agencies  concerned  with  youth  in  ecume¬ 
nical  youth  activities. 

6.  Ecumenical  Institute. 

See  “  The  Task  and  Purpose  of  the  Training 
Centre  ”  in  “  The  World  Council  of  Churches  :  Its 
Process  of  Formation  ”,  page  93. 

7.  Prisoners  of  War. 

C.  There  shall  be  the  following  joint  agencies  with  other 

ecumenical  organisations  : 

1 .  A  Commission  of  the  Churches  on  International 
Affairs. 

2.  An  Ecumenical  Press  Service. 

III.  The  commissions  shall  report  on  the  work  of  their  respect¬ 
ive  departments  annually  to  the  Central  Committee. 

IV.  The  Provisional  Committee  directs  the  General  Secretariat, 
in  consultation  with  the  members  of  the  Administrative 
Committee,  to  give  earnest  consideration  to  the  question 
of  how  a  more  adequate  participation  of  lay  men  and 
women  may  be  insured  for  the  total  work  of  the  Council, 
its  commissions,  and  departments,  and  submit  recommend¬ 
ations  to  the  Administrative  Committee  for  presentation 
to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Assembly. 

The  Provisional  Committee  notes  with  satisfaction 
that  women  have  been  appointed  to  the  staff  of  the 
Council.  It  requests  the  Study  Department  to  submit  to 
the  Assembly  an  interim  report  on  its  inquiry  into  “  Life 
and  Work  of  Women  in  the  Church  ”. 
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V.  The  Provisional  Committee  remits  to  the  Administrative 
Committee  a  careful  study  of  how  the  Council’s  work 
can  most  effectively  be  discharged  through  its  several 
regional  offices,  with  special  regard  to  a  right  balance 
between  centralised  and  regional  responsibility. 

It  is  assumed  that  the  East  Asia  office  will  have  the 
status  of  a  regional  headquarters  of  the  Council. 

VI.  The  Provisional  Committee  instructs  the  General  Secret¬ 
ariat,  in  consultation  with  the  members  of  the  Adminis¬ 
trative  Committee,  to  study  further  the  question  of  the 
programme  of  the  Council,  including  all  questions  of 
staffing,  and  submit  a  report  to  the  Administrative 
Committee  at  its  next  meeting,  so  that  after  further 
revision  and  amplification  a  full  statement  may  be  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  Assembly. 


REPORT  OF  THE  DELEGATION 
TO  THE  ORTHODOX  AND  EASTERN 
CHURCHES  OF  GREECE  AND 
THE  NEAR  EAST  1 


After  a  month  of  journeying,  covering  nearly  7,000  miles 
and  touching  ten  countries  in  three  continents,  your  Delegation 
is  able  to  report,  with  gratitude,  that  its  mission  has  been 
successful  in  its  primary  purpose,  of  absorbing  interest  and  a 
rich  experience  in  friendship  and  generosity.  We  submit  the 
Report  which  follows  in  the  confidence  that  Provisional  Com¬ 
mittee  can  count  upon  the  reaffirmed  cooperation  of  the 
churches  which  we  visited  and  their  full  participation  in  the 
Assembly  of  1948.  We  have  renewed  old  friendships  and  made 
new  ones  among  their  members  :  we  have  seen  again  what 
riches  they  have  to  contribute  to  our  common  undertaking  and 
where  they  need  the  brotherly  assistance  of  fellow-members  in 
Christ’s  Body  :  we  have  been  the  recipients  of  their  generous 
hospitality  and  we  record,  with  thanksgiving  to  God,  these 
auguries  of  an  increasingly  close  and  heartfelt  Christian 
fellowship  with  them. 

Membership 

The  Delegation  was  initiated  in  principle  by  a  Minute  of  the 
Provisional  Committee  at  Geneva  in  February  1946  (Minutes 
p.  55)  and  its  members  nominated  by  the  Administrative  Com¬ 
mittee  at  Horsham  the  following  August  (Minute  4  (b)).  They 
were  Bishop  Brilioth  of  Vaxjo  (Sweden),  who,  being  a  member 
of  the  Provisional  Committee,  acted  as  chairman  of  the  Delega¬ 
tion,  the  Bishop  of  Worcester  (England),  Dr.  Floyd  Tomkins 
(U.S.A.),  Professor  H.  Alivisatos  (Church  of  Greece  :  Professor 
of  Canon  Law  in  the  Faculty  of  Theology  at  the  University  of 
Athens)  and,  as  secretary,  the  Rev.  O.  S.  Tomkins  (Assistant 


1  See  page  17. 
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General  Secretary  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches).  Later, 
Dr.  Floyd  Tomkins  found  that  his  duties  did  not  allow  him  to 
leave  and,  in  consultation  with  the  American  members  of  the 
Provisional  Committee  and  the  General  Secretary,  it  was  agreed 
that  his  place  should  be  taken  by  the  Rev.  Edward  R.  Hardy, 
Jr.  (Professor  of  Church  History  in  the  Berkeley  Divinity 
School),  member  of  the  Advisory  Council  on  Ecclesiastical 
Relations  of  the  Episcopal  Church  of  U.S.A.,  whose  wide  and 
exact  knowledge  of  Orthodox  Church  affairs  was  a  great 
strength  to  the  Delegation.  Unhappily  Professor  Alivisatos 
broke  his  arm  in  an  accident  in  Athens  two  days  before  the 
arrival  of  the  Delegation,  so  that  we  were  deprived  of  his 
company  on  the  rest  of  our  travels.  This  was  a  great  loss  to  the 
Delegation,  as  it  must  have  been  a  great  disappointment  to 
Professor  Alivisatos,  who  for  months  previously  has  been 
working  zealously  in  preparation  for  it. 

The  other  members  of  the  Delegation  assembled  in  London 
and,  after  twice  being  delayed  by  bad  weather,  left  by  air  for 
Athens  on  February  5th  to  visit  the  Churches  of  Greece  and 
Cyprus,  the  Patriarchates  of  Constantinople,  Antioch,  Jeru¬ 
salem  and  Alexandria  and  the  other  Eastern  Churches  which 
lay  upon  their  route. 

The  Church  of  Greece 

Our  first  business  was  with  the  Church  of  Greece.  On  the 
morning  after  our  arrival  we  were  received  by  Archbishop 
Damaskinos  at  the  Archbishopric  and  dined  at  his  home  that 
evening.  On  the  following  morning,  the  Archbishop  received 
us  as  president  of  the  Holy  Synod,  of  which  nine  other  Metropo¬ 
litans  were  present.  There  we  were  officially  informed  that  the 
Synod  had  decided  that  the  Church  of  Greece  would  take  part 
as  a  member  in  the  Assembly  of  1948  and  that  meanwhile  it 
would  participate  in  the  study  of  the  preparatory  questions. 
There  was  some  discussion  of  the  number  of  delegates,  out  of  the 
total  of  85  Orthodox  designated  by  the  provisional  constitution, 
which  should  be  allocated  to  the  Church  of  Greece.  It  was 
agreed  that  a  minimum  of  twelve  should  be  suggested  to  the 
Provisional  Committee  in  April.  It  was  agreed  that  the  Dele¬ 
gation  should  discuss  with  the  Theological  Faculty  of  the 
University  of  Athens  the  details  of  participation  in  the  prepa¬ 
ratory  study  process.  That  Faculty  would  take  steps  to  ensure 
that  the  Faculty  of  Divinity  at  Salonika  was  also  adequately 
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represented  in  relationship  with  the  Study  Department.  The 
Holy  Synod  also  reaffirmed  its  desire  to  cooperate  fully  with 
the  Department  of  Reconstruction  and  Inter-Church  Aid  and 
expressed  its  gratitude  for  the  help  which  the  Church  and 
people  of  Greece  had  already  received. 

Later  in  the  day,  the  Delegation  was  officially  received  by 
the  Faculty  of  Theology  of  the  University  of  Athens,  all  being 
present  except  Professor  Alivisatos,  owing  to  his  accident. 
The  Kosmitor  (Dean),  Fr.  Stephanides,  read  a  short  address 
of  welcome  ;  Bishop  Brilioth  and  Mr.  Tomkins  outlined  the 
plans  contained  in  Man’s  Disorder  and  God’s  Design ,  copies 
of  which  had  been  presented  to  the  Archbishop  and  to  the 
Faculty.  It  was  decided  that  the  Delegation  should  meet  again 
to  discuss  details  with  a  sub -committee  consisting  of  Professors 
Balanos,  Bratsiotis,  Vollas  and  Karmiris.  This  group  met  the 
Delegation  on  the  morning  of  February  10th  and  the  details 
of  the  decisions  taken  are  being  submitted  to  the  Study  Depart¬ 
ment.  It  was  agreed  that  all  subsequent  correspondence  on 
study,  including  the  possibility  of  a  national  symposium, 
should  be  conducted  with  the  Dean  of  the  Faculty. 

On  February  10th  the  Delegation  met  with  the  Synodical 
Committee  for  Reconstruction  and  Relations  with  Foreign 
Churches.  We  met  in  Professor  Alivisatos’  home,  the  Metro¬ 
politan  of  Phthliotis  presided  and  there  were  present  the 
Metropolitan  of  Edessa,  Professor  Karmiris,  Mr.  S.  Karavias 
and  the  Rev.  Edward  Every.  A  report  on  the  receipt  and 
distribution  of  funds  was  received  (a  copy  of  which  was  also 
being  forwarded  to  Geneva)  :  the  questions  of  representation 
of  church  youth  movements  at  the  Oslo  Conference  and  of  the 
sending  of  theological  students  for  study  abroad  were  also 
discussed.  Mr.  Tomkins  and  Professor  Hardy  will  represent 
the  details  of  these  discussions  respectively  to  the  World 
Council  Youth  Department  in  Geneva  and  to  the  Church 
World  Service  Committee  on  Theological  Students  in  Kew 
York. 

In  addition  to  these  official  consultations,  the  Delegation 
was  able  to  get  into  touch  with  many  sides  of  Greek 
Church  life.  This  is  the  point  at  which  to  record  our  deep 
indebtedness  to  the  Rev.  Edward  Every,  the  representative  in 
Greece  of  the  (British)  Committee  for  Christian  Reconstruction 
in  Europe  and  the  Reconstruction  Department.  Deprived  of 
the  company  and  interpretation  of  Prof.  Alivisatos,  we  were 
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greatly  helped  by  Mr.  Every’s  knowledge  of  modern  Greek  and 
of  the  life  of  Greece,  and  he  acted  as  guide,  interpreter  and 
companion  in  all  our  many  engagements,  both  those  which 
Prof.  Alivisatos  had  already  arranged  and  others  which  became 
possible  after  our  arrival. 

Undoubtedly  the  most  interesting  of  these  was  a  series  of 
encounters  with  various  vigorous  1 unofficial’  church  youth  and 
lay  movements.  Many  will  already  have  heard  of  the  Zoe 
Movement .  We  saw  evidence  of  the  excellent  work  it  is  doing 
to  stimulate  Sunday  Schools  (or  “  Catechetical  Schools  ”)  when 
we  returned  to  the  Cathedral  after  the  liturgy  on  the  Sunday 
to  find  a  young  woman  conducting  a  meeting  for  several 
hundred  senior  secondary  schoolgirls,  giving  an  admirable 
address  on  the  Church  and  the  Home  and  leading  them  in 
question  and  answer  and  in  community  hymn -singing.  Later 
in  the  morning  we  saw  something  of  the  Sunday-school  work 
of  the  parallel  Omilos  Movement,  when  we  attended  a  meeting 
under  Fr.  Angelos  Msiotes  at  wfiiich  he  had  been  giving  the 
monthly  instruction  to  five  or  six  hundred  girls  who  on  the 
other  Sundays  of  the  month  are  out  taking  their  own  classes 
all  over  Attica  and  the  Piraeus.  We  had  the  opportunity  of 
attending  a  meeting  at  the  Y.M.C.A.,  addressed  by  the  Bishop  of 
Worcester  and  Mr.  Tomkins,  at  which  some  half-dozen  youth 
organisations,  springing  from  one  or  other  of  these  two  main 
movements,  Zoe  and  Omilos ,  were  represented,  in  addition  to 
the  Y.M.C.A.,  and  the  Y.W.C.A.  A  more  detailed  report  on 
them  will  be  prepared  for  the  World  Council  Youth  Department 
by  the  Secretary  and  Mr.  Every. 

In  addition  to  the  youth  work,  we  were  greatly  interested 
by  contacts  with  various  groups  of  laymen,  especially  the 
Union  of  Scientific  Men  and  their  journal  ATctines.  Dr.  Hardy 
addressed  a  meeting  of  the  Union  and  we  spent  an  evening 
in  conversation  with  Prof.  N.  Chirindanes  and  Fr.  Hieronymos 
Kotones,  who  are  leaders  in  it.  We  recommend  that  this 
group  be  kept  closely  in  touch  with  the  work  for  laymen 
associated  with  the  Ecumenical  Institute  at  Bossey  and  will 
send  more  details  to  its  committee  to  that  end.  The  Bishop 
of  Worcester  also  addressed  a  group,  primarily  of  lay  intellec¬ 
tuals,  which  meets  regularly  under  the  leadership  of  Prof. 
Bratsiotis. 

The  Delegation  twice  had  contacts  with  the  Evangelical 
Church  in  Greece,  which  is  applying  for  membership  in  the 
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World  Council.  We  attended  and  took  part  in  a  service  of 
worship  representing  the  two  main  congregations  in  Athens. 
On  February  10th  we  had  a  conference  with  four  ministers 
and  one  lay  elder  to  discuss  the  main  problems  confronting 
their  communion,  which  comprises  some  nine  to  ten  thousand 
members  in  some  seventeen  congregations  and  a  similar 
number  of  preaching  centres.  A  more  detailed  memorandum 
on  training  for  the  ministry  and  on  problems  of  religious 
freedom  is  being  submitted  to  the  General  Secretary  at  the 
Geneva  office. 

On  many  occasions  the  delegation  were  hospitably  enter¬ 
tained  by  the  Archbishop  and  other  prelates,  by  the  Minister 
of  Education  and  Cults,  by  the  Monastery  of  Penteli,  by  the 
Metropolitan  of  Attica  and  by  the  Metropolitan  of  Corinth 
in  the  course  of  a  special  visit  to  that  city.  We  attended  a 
celebration  of  the  Holy  Liturgy  at  the  Cathedral  Church, 
standing  beside  the  throne  of  the  Archbishop.  We  had  many 
opportunities  not  only  to  see  the  classical  and  Christian  monu¬ 
ments  but  to  form  an  impression  of  the  life  of  the  Greek  Church 
and  people.  We  were  struck  alike  by  the  way  in  which  they 
have  overcome  the  sufferings  of  recent  years  and  by  the  still 
precarious  and  uncertain  situation  in  which  they  stand  :  we 
were  deeply  impressed  by  the  vitality  which  the  Church  of 
Greece  shows,  especially  by  the  way  in  which  they  are  facing 
the  two  chief  unsolved  problems  of  our  own  churches,  the 
attracting  and  holding  of  the  adolescent  and  the  mobilisation 
of  the  Christian  laity.  Perhaps  the  greatest  need  of  the  Church 
in  Greece  is  for  a  better  provision  for  the  training  of  candidates 
for  the  priesthood — a  need  of  which  the  Greek  Church  is  fully 
aware.  We  rejoice  that  a  Church  which  has  both  such  achieve¬ 
ments  and  such  problems  expresses  its  desire  to  be  closely 
associated  with  our  fellowship  of  churches. 

Istanbul:  The  (Ecumenical  Patriarchate. 

Once  more  delayed  by  bad  weather,  we  finally  reached 
Istanbul  on  February  13th.  On  the  14th  we  were  received  by 
the  Holy  and  Sacred  Synod  at  the  Phanar.  Owing  to  the 
regretted  illness  of  the  (Ecumenical  Patriarch,  the  Metropolitan 
of  Chalcedon  presided  and  read  a  cordial  address  of  welcome. 

We  then  met  on  two  separate  occasions  with  “  the  Patri¬ 
archal  and  Synodical  Committee  on  the  World  Churches 
Movement  ”  which  had  been  especially  charged  with  respon- 
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sibility  for  dealing  with  our  mission.  This  committee  was 
composed  of  Gennadios,  Metropolitan  of  Heliopolis  (chairman), 
the  Metropolitans  Adamantios  of  Pergamon,  Kyrillos  of 
Chaldia,  Maximos  of  Sardis  (secretary  to  the  Synod),  the 
Archimandrite  Anastasiades,  Profs.  Panagio  tides  and  Photiades 
and  Deacon  Iakobos  Stephanides  (associate  secretary).  At 
the  first  meeting  the  general  lines  of  our  mission  were  unfolded 
and  discussed  :  at  the  third  on  February  17th,  the  following 
agreed  statement  was  adopted  : 

i  The  Delegation  representing  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
has  been  received  at  the  Phanar  by  the  Holy  and  Sacred  Synod 
of  the  (Ecumenical  Patriarchate  and  has  held  conversations 
with  the  Patriarchal  and  Synodical  Committee  on  the  World 
Churches  Movement.  As  a  result  of  the  meetings,  the  Holy 
and  Sacred  Synod  and  the  (Ecumenical  Throne  reaffirm  in 
principle  their  cooperation  with  the  Movement  which  seeks 
to  achieve  Christian  cooperation  in  all  good  works. 

1  The  Patriarchal  and  Synodical  Committee  has  received 
knowledge  of  the  invitation  to  the  (Ecumenical  Patriarchate 
to  participate  as  a  member  by  sending  delegates  to  the  first 
Assembly  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches  to  be  held  in 
Amsterdam  in  August  1948,  and  to  cooperate  in  the  work 
of  preparation  for  this  Assembly. 

1  The  Delegation,  in  accordance  with  the  desire  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  to  base  itself  upon  the  cooperation 
of  all  Christian  communions,  including  all  the  Orthodox  Auto¬ 
cephalous  Churches,  expressed  its  heartfelt  gratitude  and 
gratification  at  this  assurance  in  principle  of  the  cooperation 
in  it  of  the  (Ecumenical  Patriarchate.  ’ 

This  Committee  was  due  to  report  to  a  meeting  of  the  Holy 
and  Sacred  Synod  about  a  week  after  our  departure  and,  as 
can  be  seen,  was  doing  so  in  a  thoroughly  favourable  spirit. 
However,  a  formal  decision  of  the  Synod  itself  is  still  to  follow, 
though  its  reaffirmation  of  the  principle  of  cooperation  had 
already  been  reported  to  us. 

With  regard  to  cooperation  in  the  Study  preparations, 
it  was  agreed  that  all  correspondence  on  this,  as  on  other 
matters,  should  be  addressed  to  the  Gen.  Sec.  of  the  Patriar¬ 
chate.  But  a  day’s  visit  to  the  Theological  Academy  on  the 
island  of  Halki  gave  further  opportunity  to  discuss  the  study 
plans  with  the  principal,  Chrysostomos,  Metropolitan  of  Neo- 
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Caesaraea,  and  the  professors.  A  detailed  summary  of  this 
discussion  is  being  sent  to  the  Study  Department  at  Geneva. 

The  Delegation  was  again  most  hospitably  received  and 
shown  the  historic  wonders  of  the  city  ;  again  we  had  the 
privilege  of  attending  the  Holy  Liturgy,  this  time  in  the  Cathe¬ 
dral  Church  of  the  Phanar.  The  problems  in  Turkey  were 
rather  different  from  those  confronting  the  Church  in  Greece. 
Centuries  of  Moslem  persecution  and  suppression  have  compara¬ 
tively  recently  been  ended,  but  only  to  be  succeeded  by  the 
difficulties  of  life  under  an  avowedly  secularist  state.  The 
clergy  are  not,  for  example,  allowed  to  appear  in  the  streets 
in  clerical  dress — neither  are  Moslem  religious  ministers  ;  active 
evangelism  confronts  the  double  opposition  of  secularist  legis¬ 
lation  and  the  in  fact  powerful  influence  of  Islam.  In  such 
a  setting  the  activity  of  the  parishes  and  the  quality  of  the 
training  given  at  Halki  were  the  more  encouraging,  and  once 
again  we  give  thanks  for  strengthened  personal  and  official 
contacts  with  this  ancient  tradition  of  Christian  witness. 

The  Church  of  Cyprus 

In  a  setting  of  political  disturbances  in  1931,  the  Synod 
of  the  Church  of  Cyprus  was  suspended  by  the  British  Govern¬ 
ment  and  the  Bishops  exiled.  However,  new  elections  for  an 
Archbishop  are  expected  to  be  held  shortly  and  the  Synod 
reconstituted.  Meanwhile,  Prof.  Alivisatos  has  been  in  close 
touch  with  the  Locum  Tenens,  Leontios,  Metropolitan  of 
Paphos,  and  the  only  other  surviving  bishop,  Makarios,  Metro¬ 
politan  of  Kyrenia.  These,  in  a  letter  to  the  Presidents,  dated 
November  23rd,  1946,  had  expressed  their  desire  to  cooperate 
with  the  World  Council  of  Churches  and  had  appointed  Prof. 
Alivisatos  as  their  representative  for  doing  so.  Before  leaving 
London  the  Delegation  was  able  to  meet  with  Metropolitan 
Leontios,  who  was  there  on  a  visit,  and  who  was  introduced 
to  them  by  Archbishop  Germanos.  The  Metropolitan  kindly 
cabled  to  Cyprus  for  the  Delegation  to  be  received  there  on 
arrival. 

On  reaching  there  on  Feb.  19th  the  Delegation  was  impres¬ 
sively  and  cordially  received  by  the  Metropolitan  of  Kyrenia 
in  the  Cathedral  Church  of  Nicosia.  They  were  subsequently 
received  by  him  again  in  his  own  home  in  Kyrenia  and  for 
two  conversations  in  the  Archbishopric  at  Nicosia.  In  his 
formal  address  in  the  Cathedral,  the  Metropolitan  expressed 
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the  desire  of  the  Church  of  Cyprus  4  to  render  every  possible 
assistance  ’  to  the  work  of  the  World  Council  and  the  hope 
that  shortly  she  will  be  able  4  undistracted  by  external  consid¬ 
erations  to  continue  her  work  not  only  within  her  own  see 
but  also,  together  with  her  sister  churches,  in  contributing 
to  a  universal,  spiritual  and  moral  improvement.  ’  We  await 
with  confidence  the  ability  of  a  reconstituted  church  govern¬ 
ment  in  Cyprus  to  give  final  and  formal  adherence  to  our  Coun¬ 
cil.  Meanwhile  representation  of  her  in  the  Assembly  of  1948 
should  certainly  be  provided  for. 

Our  visit  was  all  too  short,  though  in  it  we  were  able  to  hear 
something  of  the  vigorous  work  among  youth  (closely  related 
to  Zoe  in  Greece),  especially  as  it  was  focussed  in  the  activities 
of  Fr.  Stavros  Papathangelou  at  the  Phaneromini  Church  in 
Nicosia  and  O.X.E.N.  (Orthodoxos  Christianike  Enosi  Neon), 
a  youth  movement  with  seventy  branches  all  over  the  island 
and  its  journal,  Christianike  Anagenesis  and  Elpis.  A  separate 
report  is  being  submitted  to  the  Youth  Department. 

The  absorbing  political  question  in  Cyprus  is  that  of  Enosis , 
union  with  the  Kingdom  of  Greece.  Although,  as  a  political 
question,  it  was  no  concern  of  the  Delegation  as  such,  it  was 
obvious  that  the  Church  is  to  a  considerable  degree  identified 
with  these  national  aspirations  and  its  fellow- churches  should 
be  aware  of  them.  The  secretary  is  writing  separately  to  the 
Study  Department  about  individuals  whose  cooperation  in  the 
preparatory  Commissions  might  be  secured. 

Damascus:  The  Patriarchate  of  Antioch 

The  Delegation  arrived  in  Beirut  on  Feb.  22nd  and  were 
met  by  Theodosius,  Metropolitan  of  Tyre  and  Sidon,  Elie 
Karam,  Metropolitan  of  Lebanon,  and  the  Archimandrite  Basi- 
leos,  Secretary  to  the  Patriarchate,  who  took  us  by  car,  over 
the  mountains,  to  Damascus.  There  we  were  received  in  au¬ 
dience  by  His  Beatitude  Alexandros  III,  who  expressed  his 
desire  to  see  the  Church  of  Antioch  represented  in  the  Assem¬ 
bly.  It  was  agreed  that  details  as  to  allocation  should  be  dis¬ 
cussed  directly  with  the  Patriarch  and  concurrently  with  the 
Ecumenical  Patriarchate  after  the  meeting  of  Provisional 
Committee.  The  Patriarchate  would  also  like  to  be  kept  in 
touch  with  the  Study  plans  and  with  the  Oslo  Conference. 

On  the  23rd  the  Delegation  was  invited  to  attend  the  Pa¬ 
triarchal  Holy  Liturgy,  in  seats  behind  the  Ikonostasis  in  the 
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Cathedral.  Here  we  were  moved  to  hear  special  prayers  for 
the  World  Council  and  for  each  of  us  by  name  inserted  into  the 
supplications  at  the  Great  Entrance  and  the  Patriarch  in  his 
sermon  explained  to  the  large  congregation  the  meaning  and 
purpose  of  our  visit.  On  the  24th  the  Bishop  of  Worcester  and 
Dr.  Hardy  left  for  Beirut  in  order  to  go  on  and  have  extra  time 
in  Cairo,  whilst  Bishop  Brilioth  and  the  Secretary  were  able 
to  visit  other  places  of  interest,  in  particular  the  ancient  and 
interesting  Convent  of  Our  Lady  at  Sed  Nayr. 

On  the  26th,  Bishop  Brilioth  and  Mr.  Tomkins  were  able 
to  have  a  short  interview  with  six  representatives  of  the 
Mouvement  Orthodoxe  de  Jeunesse  in  Beirut.  This  is  an  extremely 
vigorous  youth  movement  within  the  Church  (comparable  to 
the  movement  in  Greece,  with  which  it  is  in  correspondence). 
It  has  two  thousand  active  members,  pledged  to  weekly  atten¬ 
dance  at  Bible  studies  and  has,  among  its  other  activities,  teach¬ 
ing  in  local  Sunday  schools,  providing  church  choirs,  running 
an  Arabic  journal  N’TJr  (on  Light),  and  instituting  a  school 
for  six  hundred  pupils  of  all  ages  which  will  be  opened  this 
coming  autumn.  It  is  organised  under  a  Gen.  Sec.,  a  Director 
of  Administration  and  a  Director  of  Studies,  with  area  secret¬ 
aries  and  groups  in  Beirut,  Tripoli,  Damascus,  Homs  and 
Latakia.  Later  we  were  able,  by  the  courtesy  of  President 
Dodge,  to  meet  over  tea  at  the  American  University,  a  group 
which  included  Mr.  Nicol  of  the  Near  East  Christian  Council, 
Miss  Boss  of  the  Y.W.C.A.,  the  Principal  of  the  Near  East 
School  of  Theology  and  the  Bev.  A.  K.  Cragg  of  the  St.  Justin 
Hostel  of  the  Anglican  Bishopric  in  Jerusalem.  One  upshot  of 
this  discussion  is  a  recommendation  which  the  secretary  is 
forwarding  to  the  Youth  Department  for  more  adequate 
representation  of  Orthodox  and  Armenian  Church  youth 
movements  at  the  Oslo  Conference. 

Nowhere  were  we  more  kindly  and  generously  received  than 
in  the  almost  wholly  oriental  setting  of  Damascus.  Lebanon  is 
a  country  with  a  Christian  majority,  the  largest  Christian  body 
being  the  Maronites  (Uniates)  :  Syria  has  a  Moslem  majority, 
and  once  again  we  were  reminded  of  the  struggle  for  bare 
survival  and  the  difficulties  for  active  evangelism  which  that 
implies.  Again  we  rejoice  both  for  the  contribution  to  her 
sister  churches  which  the  Church  of  Antioch  will  bring  by  closer 
association  and  also  for  the  opportunitise  which  it  offers  for 
support  to  an  often  isolated  and  hard-pressed  community. 
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The  Greek  Patriarchate  of  Jerusalem 

Political  unrest  in  Palestine  was  rife  when  we  started.  No 
entry  permits  were  being  given  except  upon  the  direct  instruc¬ 
tions  of  the  High  Commissioner,  which  could  only  be  applied 
for  on  the  spot.  En  route  we  received  a  letter  from  the  Anglican 
Bishop  in  Jerusalem  pointing  out  that,  even  if  the  requisite 
permit  were  given,  we  should  have  to  move  everywhere  under 
armed  escort  and  should  have  very  little  freedom  of  movement. 
In  view  of  the  danger  to  the  lives  of  our  escorts  (whose  job  it 
would  be,  in  all  probability,  to  get  injured  instead  of  ourselves) 
and  of  the  fact  that  our  business  could  hardly  claim  first 
priority  in  a  time  of  such  emergency,  and  that  a  delegation 
including  two  British  members  would  in  fact  be  a  severe 
embarrassment  to  our  hosts  at  such  a  time,  we  finally  cabled 
on  February  20th  cancelling  our  visit. 

We  did  so  with  great  regret,  both  personal  and  official,  but 
subsequent  events  and  conversations  seem  to  confirm  the 
rightness  of  our  decision.  We  can  only  express  the  hope  that 
His  Beatitude  Timotheos  of  Jerusalem  will  understand  the 
reasons  for  our  action  and  will  be  able,  by  correspondence,  to 
decide  as  have  his  fellow  Patriarchs,  to  confirm  his  previous 
cooperation  by  sending  delegates  to  the  Assembly,  as  have 
his  fellow  Patriarchs.  We  have  advised  the  Gen.  Sec.  to  write 
to  him  in  this  sense  before  the  Provisional  Committee  meets. 

The  Syrian  Jacobite  Church 

Unfortunately  we  discovered  in  Damascus  that  a  visit  to 
Homs  (rendered  possible  by  the  cancellation  of  that  to  Pales¬ 
tine)  would  be  profitless  since  the  Patriarch  of  the  Syrian 
Jacobite  Church  was  away  on  a  protracted  visit  to  his  country 
parishes.  However,  one  of  the  many  benefits  of  the  greater 
leisure  now  available  for  Egypt  was  that  the  Bishop  of  Wor¬ 
cester  and  Dr.  Hardy  were  able  to  pay  a  courtesy  visit  to  the 
Syrian  bishop  resident  in  Cairo.  The  next  steps  with  regard 
to  approaching  the  Patriarch  should  be  discussed  by  the 
Provisional  Committee. 

The  Coptic  Church 

On  February  27th  the  Delegation  was  glad  to  be  able  to 
visit  the  Patriarch  of  the  Coptic  Church.  His  Beatitude  Amba 
Yousab  expressed  his  desire  to  see  the  Coptic  Church  repre¬ 
sented  at  the  World  Assembly  in  1948  and  the  secretary 
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presented  the  Patriarch  with  a  copy  of  the  preparatory 
booklet  on  the  study  programme.  We  hope  to  see  this 
short  personal  encounter  followed  up  by  correspondence.  The 
Coptic  Church  now  numbers  some  million  faithful  in  a  surround¬ 
ing  population  of  seventeen  million  Moslems.  For  centuries 
it  has  been  subject  to  a  long  attrition  by  Islam  and  today  is 
likely  to  suffer  more  than  most  other  Christian  Communities 
from  the  pro -Moslem  legislation  of  the  Egyptian  Nationalist 
Government.  We  welcome  the  more  heartily  its  renewed 
association  with  the  world- wide  fellowship  of  Christians. 

The  Patriarchate  of  Alexandria 

On  Feb.  28th  the  Delegation  left  Cairo  for  Alexandria  by 
train  and  were  met  by  the  Vicar-General,  the  Metropolitan 
of  Tripoli,  and  Dr.  Mosconas,  Commentariensis  and  Librarian 
of  the  Patriarchal  Library.  The  following  day  we  were  received 
by  the  Patriarch,  His  Beatitude  Chris tophor os  III,  together 
with  the  Vicar-General,  the  Metropolitan  Nicolas  of  Axum  and 
Bishop  A.  Manasias  of  Mareotis.  The  Patriarch  definitely 
affirmed  his  desire  that  the  Church  of  Alexandria  should  be 
represented  at  the  Assembly.  He  was  presented  with  a  copy 
of  the  preparatory  study  booklet  and  it  was  agreed  that  all 
documents  relating  to  the  Study  Programme  should  be  sent, 
in  English,  to  Dr.  Mosconas  at  the  Patriarchal  Library. 

In  the  discussion  the  Patriarch  asked  many  pertinent  ques¬ 
tions  and  stressed  the  importance  of  the  World  Council  dealing 
officially  only  with  the  recognised  heads  of  autocephalous 
churches  and  the  necessity  for  the  closest  possible  relations 
with  the  Church  of  Eussia. 

Bishop  Brilioth  and  the  Secretary  remained  in  Alexandria 
for  the  Sunday  and  were  privileged  to  participate  in  the 
Patriarchal  Holy  Liturgy  in  the  Greek  Cathedral  and  in  the 
procession  thereafter  which  marks  the  celebration  of  the 
observance  of  ‘  Orthodoxy  Sunday  ’  (e.i.,  the  victory  over  the 
Iconoclasts  in  the  ninth  century).  They  were  then  the  guests  of 
the  Patriarch  at  lunch  and  visited  the  Library  and  the  Church 
of  St.  Savva  before  returning  to  Cairo.  The  Church  of  Alexan¬ 
dria  comprises  some  98,000  members,  of  whom  about  two- 
thirds  are  Greeks  by  race.  They  are  thus  doubly  in  danger 
from  the  anti-Christian  and  anti-foreigner  trends  of  present 
Egyptian  policy.  One  of  the  laymen  we  met,  a  high  legal 
officer,  even  spoke  frankly  of  the  possibility  of  persecution. 
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Be  that  as  it  may,  we  again  record  with  thankfulness  the 
reaffirmed  and  closer  cooperation  of  an  ancient  and  illustrious 
Christian  tradition,  with  all  the  possibilities  implied  for  mutual 
help. 

Cairo 

One  of  the  consolations  for  our  inability  to  visit  Palestine 
was  that  it  made  possible  a  more  adequate  attention  to  Cairo 
which,  on  our  original  schedule,  had  far  too  little  time  allotted 
to  it.  We  were  glad  to  be  able  to  address  a  meeting  of  the 
Fellowship  of  Unity ,  a  remarkably  representative  association 
which  for  over  twenty  years  has  drawn  together  Anglicans, 
Copts,  Orthodox,  and  Evangelicals  in  one  of  the  most  vigorous 
and  varied  unity  movements  in  Christendom.  The  Bishop  of 
Worcester  and  Dr.  Hardy  were  also  able  to  attend  a  meeting 
of  the  Committee  of  Liaison  which,  in  addition  to  the  groups 
in  the  Fellowship  of  Unity,  includes  the  various  Boman 
Catholic  groups  and  the  Jews,  working  closely  together  for  the 
protection  of  the  religious  liberty  of  minorities.  We  were  deeply 
indebted  to  the  hospitality  and  kindness  of  Baron  de  Bildt, 
formerly  Swedish  Minister  in  Cairo,  and  of  Archdeacon  and 
Mrs.  Johnston  of  the  English  Cathedral.  We  were  glad  to 
meet  and  confer  with  such  wise  and  experienced  Christian 
leaders  as  these  and  such  others  as  Mr.  S.  A.  Morrison  and  the 
Bev.  E.  G.  Parry  of  the  Church  Missionary  Society.  As  a  result 
of  these  talks  the  Secretary  was  able  to  work  out  a  plan  for 
the  fostering  of  World  Council  study  in  the  Middle  East,  which 
will  be  submitted  to  the  Study  Department. 

Members  of  the  Delegation  were  able  also  to  pay  courtesy 
visits  to  Porphyrios  III,  Patriarch  of  Mount  Sinai  in  Cairo  and 
in  Beirut,  and  to  the  American  Catholicos  of  Cilicia,  who  assured 
us  of  the  desire  of  the  whole  Armenian  Church  to  participate  in 
the  World  Council.  The  Supreme  Catholicos  in  Etchmiadzin, 
U.S.S.B.,  is  head  of  the  Church  of  Armenia  and,  as  such, 
should  be  the  recipient  of  any  formal  invitation  to  join  the 
World  Council.  Such  a  step  is  presumably  bound  up  with  the 
progress  of  conversations  with  the  Orthodox  Church  of  Bussia, 
though  we  urge  that  it  should  not  be  neglected.  Meanwhile 
we  are  glad  to  have  been  able  to  make  this  contact  and  suggest 
that  it  is  advisable  also  to  proceed  with  negotiations  with  the 
Catholicos  of  Cilica,  about  the  representation  of  Armenian 
Church  youth  work  at  the  Oslo  Conference. 
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It  was  evident  that  Egypt,  under  a  pro-Moslem  and  anti- 
foreign  regime,  may  confront  all  Christian  and  missionary  work 
with  serious  difficulties.  The  former  experience  of  the  Bishop 
of  Worcester  in  this  area  was  of  particular  value  to  the  Dele¬ 
gation  in  all  the  Arabic-speaking  areas  we  visited,  and  especially 
in  Cairo.  The  other  delegates  agree  with  him  that  here  is  a 
particularly  vital  field  of  close  cooperation  between  the  World 
Council  and  the  International  Missionary  Council  and  we 
recommend  that  it  be  a  special  concern  for  the  Joint  Committee. 

Conclusions 

In  concluding  this  survey  of  a  visit  to  areas  redolent  not 
only  of  ancient  and  classical  civilisations  but  also  of  the  history 
of  the  Christian  Church  in  both  glory  and  oppression,  certain 
reflections  seem  to  us  to  stand  out. 

(a)  First  we  are  reminded  of  the  historical  roots  of  the 
Christian  faith.  We  have  lived  in  the  company  of  names  which 
are  of  the  essence  of  Christian  history  ;  we  have  visited  churches 
which  were  great  before  most  of  our  countries  had  received  the 
Gospel*  It  is  with  humility  and  gratitude  that  representatives 
of  this  very  new  1  Ecumenical  Movement  ’  record  their  warm 
and  loving  reception  by  representatives  of  churches  which  first 
gave  to  Christendom  the  meaning  of  the  word  ‘  Ecumenical  ’. 
We,  with  them,  affirm  our  faith  in  the  Living  Christ  Who  is 
still  Lord  of  history  and  in  Whose  hands  lie  all  the  issues  of 
time,  future  as  well  as  past. 

(b)  Secondly,  we  are  reminded  of  the  powerful  pressure 
still  exerted  on  many  of  our  fellow-Christians  by  the  compact 
and  pervasive  religion  of  Islam.  %  In  many  places  Twhich  we 
visited  the  bare  fact  of  Christian  survival  is  in  itself  a  miracle 
of  God’s  mercy,  but  cannot,  for  that  reason,  be  taken  for 
granted  into  an  indefinite  future.  The  fellowship  of  Christians  is 
badly  needed  by  those  who  continue  to  face  that  steady, 
relentless  pressure. 

(c)  In  country  after  country  we  were  aware  of  the  great 
importance  of  the  U.S.S.B.  It  is  in  fact  of  ambiguous  character  : 
there  is  the  influence  of  Bussia  as  a  powerful  political  force 
merging,  in  a  blurred  way,  into  the  attraction  of  those  ideolo¬ 
gical  assumptions  of  materialistic  self-sufficiency  supremely 
exemplified  in  the  Bussian  revolution.  Our  visit  to  these 
portions  of  the  family  of  Orthodox  Churches  threw  into  greater 
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prominence  the  importance  of  that  part  of  the  Orthodox  family 
which  lives  even  closer  to  Russia  itself.  We  do  not  need  to 
urge  upon  the  Provisional  Committee  that  this  completed 
mission  of  ours  is  integrally  related  to  the  World  Council’s 
as  yet  uncompleted  negotiations  with  the  Church  of  Russia  and 
our  resumption  of  relations  with  the  Churches  of  the  Balkans. 
The  churches  which  we  have  visited  would  be,  and  were,  the 
first  to  remind  us  of  the  unity  of  the  Orthodox  tradition. 

(d)  Finally,  therefore,  we  urge  upon  the  Provisional  Com¬ 
mittee  a  reconsideration  of  effective  means  of  contact  with  the 
Orthodox  world.  We  are  well  aware  of  the  difficulties,  but  we 
suggest  that  the  time  is  ripe  for  the  more  effective  encourage¬ 
ment  of  Orthodox  participation  by  the  appointment  to  the 
central  staff  of  an  Orthodox  member.  Such  a  person,  appointed 
say  for  two  years  from  next  autumn,  could  both  act  by  corres¬ 
pondence  and  perhaps  cover  again  the  ground  we  have  covered, 
fostering  by  personal  contact  the  processes  that  have  been  set 
in  train.  He  could  be  responsible  for  a  special  supervision  of 
Orthodox  contributions  to  the  study  process  and  facilitate  the 
preparation  of  Orthodox  delegates  to  the  Assembly  ;  he  could 
be  especially  responsible  for  them  at  the  Assembly  in  a  way 
Which  a  non-Orthodox  could  never  be.  He  could  initiate  the 
follow-up  in  the  Orthodox  world.  Thereafter,  it  could  be 
discussed  whether  a  post  like  this  should  be  a  permanent 
feature  of  the  secretariat.  At  the  present  juncture,  such  a 
person  would  almost  inevitably  be  a  Greek  though  the  goodwill 
of  the  Slav  Orthodox  could  surely  be  secured.  He  should,  in 
any  case,  have  the  full  authorisation  of  the  (Ecumenical 
Patriarchate.  At  all  events,  we  believe  the  suggestion  merits 
most  careful  consideration. 

We  end,  as  we  began,  by  giving  thanks  to  God,  Who  made 
possible  and  prospered  this  mission,  and  urge  on  the  Provisional 
Committee  an  abiding  concern  for  the  fullest  participation  in 
all  the  activities  of  the  World  Council  of  our  brothers  in  Christ 
of  the  Orthodox  and  Eastern  Churches. 

Signed:  J.  Brilioth 

William  Worcester 
E.  R.  Hardy 
O.  S.  Tomkins. 


CONSOLIDATED  BALANCE  SHEET  AS  OF  DECEMBER  31,  1946  1 
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Commission  for  Refugees  D.  Commission  for  Refugees 

Income  U.S.A .  395,992.30  Relief  refugees  various  countries .  359,687.61 

Other  countries .  32,153.85  Office  and  administration  .  .  .  67,179.25 

Surplus  of  income .  1,279.29 

See  page  37. 
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BUDGET i 

(January  1.  — December  31,  1947) 

vised  at  the  MEETING  OF  THE  PROVISIONAL  COMMITTEE 

at  Buclc  Hill  Falls 


PENDITURE 

General  Secretariat 

Gen.  Secret,  and  assistance 
Assistant  Gen.  Sec.  and  sec. 

Treasurer  . 

Accountant,  cashier  and 

assis . 

Duplicating  service,  tele¬ 
phonist,  occasional  help 
Secretary  to  visitors  .  .  . 

Travel  and  Meetings  Gen. 
Secretariat 

Travel  secretaries  .... 

Travel  visitors . 

Committee  meetings  .  .  . 

Study  Department 

Directors  and  seer.  Assist¬ 
ance  . 

Travel  and  Study  conferences 

Travel  Directors . 

Travel  special  visitors  .  . 

Conferences . 

Publications . 

Youth  Department 

Secretary  and  assistance  . 

Travel . 

Meetings  and  conferences  . 
Publications . 

International  Relations  Dept. 

Secretary  and  assistance  . 

Travel . 

Publications . 

Publications 

International  Press  Service 
Ecumenical  Magazine  .  . 

Brochures . 

Secretary  Publications  .  . 

Carried  forward 


Approximate  Equivalent 


Sw.  Fr. 

37,300.- 

22,000.- 

5,500.- 

Sw.  Fr. 

American 

Dollars 

9,325.- 

5,500.- 

1,375.- 

American 

Dollars 

21,900.- 

5,475.- 

32,700.- 

5,300.- 

124,700.- 

8,175.- 

1,325.- 

31,175.- 

7,000.- 

2,000.- 

3,000.- 

12,000.- 

1,750.- 

500.- 

750.- 

3,000.- 

63,800.- 

15,950.- 

4,000.- 

1.500. - 

7.500. - 
1,000.- 

14,000.- 

1,000.- 

375.- 

1,875.- 

250.- 

3,500.- 

22,800.- 

2,500.- 

5,000.- 

2,000.- 

32,300.- 

5,700.- 

625.- 

1,250.- 

500.- 

8,075.- 

23,100.- 

3,000.- 

1,000.- 

27,100.- 

5,775.- 

750.- 

250.- 

6,775.- 

14,400.- 

5,000.- 

3,000.- 

3,000.- 

25,400.- 

3,600.- 

1,250.- 

750.- 

750.- 

6,350.- 

299,300.- 

74,825.- 

1  See  page  37. 


EXPENDITURE  (cont.) 

Sw.  Fr. 

Sw.  Fr. 

Approximate  equival 
American  Ameri 
Dollars  Dolla 

Brought  forward 

299,300.- 

74,82. 

6.  Library  and  Documentation 

Salaries . 

Libr.  and  Docum . 

6,600.- 

5,000.- 

11,600.- 

1,650.- 

1,250.- 

2,90 

7.  Office  Expenses 

Postage . . 

Telephone  and  Telegr.  .  . 
Office  supplies  and  mult.  . 
Furniture,  equipment  .  . 

4,500.- 

5,000.- 

8,000.- 

4,500.- 

22,000- 

1,125.- 

1,250.- 

2,000.- 

1,125.- 

5,50< 

8.  Upkeep,  cleaning,  heat,  etc. 

Upkeep,  insurances  .  .  . 
Light  and  miscellaneous  . 
Heat  (4  buildings)  .  .  . 
Concierges,  cleaners  .  .  . 

Refund  from  Sections  .  . 

9,000.- 

4,000.- 

13,000.- 

13.200. - 

39.200. - 

27.200. - 

12,000.- 

2.250. - 
1,000.- 

3.250. - 
3,300.- 

9.800. - 

6.800. - 

3,001 

9.  Taxes,  Retirement  Fund 

Taxes  on  salaries  .... 
Retirement  Fund  .... 
Insurances,  accidents,  etc. 

11,800.- 

12,900.- 

2,300.- 

27,000.- 

2,950.- 

3,225.- 

575.- 

6,751 

10.  Unforeseen . 

3,100.- 

77i 

375,000.- 


Total  expenditure 


93,75( 
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COME 

Contributions  from  Churches 

Australia . 

Austria.  . . 

Canada.  ......  *  ...  .  . 

China . 

Czechoslovakia  .  . . 

Denmark . 

Egypt  . 

Finland . 

France  . 

Germany . 

Great  Britain . . 

Holland . 

Hungary . . 

India  . . 

Italy . 

Latin  America . . 

Norway . .  .  . 

New  Zealand . . . 

Orthodox  Churches . 

Sweden  . . 

Switzerland . 

U.S.A . . 

Amount  to  be  paid  from  Reconstruction  Depart¬ 
ment  and  Inter-Church  Aid  Funds,  as 
allocations  to  Churches  not  yet  able  to  pay 
themselves  their  contributions . 

Contributions  from  Departments  against  Gen. 
Secretariat  salaries 
Reconstruction  Depart¬ 
ment 

Material  Aid  Divi-  J 

sion . > 

Ambassadors,  etc.  .  \ 

Committee  for  Refugees 
Chaplaincy  service  .  . 

Bible  Societies  .... 

Press  Service . 


Sw.  Fr.  $ 

24,000.-  6,000.- 

8,000.-  2,000.- 

7,000.-  1,750.- 

2,000.-  500.- 

3,000.-  750.- 


Approximat  e 
equivalent 
Sw.  Fr.  in  American 
Dollars 


3,000.- 

750.- 

500.- 

125.- 

12,000.- 

3,000.- 

500.- 

125.- 

2,000.- 

500.- 

6,000.- 

1,500.- 

500.- 

125.- 

1,000.- 

250.- 

2,000.- 

500.- 

2,000.- 

500.- 

26,000.- 

6,500.- 

4,000.- 

1,000.- 

1,000.- 

250.- 

500.- 

125.- 

500.- 

125.- 

500.- 

125.- 

3,000.- 

750.- 

2,000.- 

500.- 

1,000.- 

250.- 

16,000.- 

4,000.- 

8,000.- 

2,000.- 

140,000.- 

35,000.- 

232,000.- 

58,000.- 

42,000.- 

10,500.- 

274,000.- 

68,500.- 

44,000.-  11,000.- 


»  Contribution  from 66  Assembly  Budget 99 ...  .  20,000.- 

•  Contribution  from  “  Oslo  Funds  99  .  14,000.- 

Total  income  352,000.- 

-  Amount  requested  from  Church  World  Service 

to  cover  15%  cost  of  living  adjustment  .  .  .  23,000.- 


5,000.- 

3,500.- 

88,000.- 


5,750.- 


375,000.-  93,750.- 


THE  CONSTITUTION  OF  THE 
DEPARTMENT  OF  RECONSTRUCTION  * 

( with  explanatory  notes ) 

I.  The  Department  shall  be  guided  by  a  General  Com¬ 
mittee,  the  members  of  which  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
Provisional  Committee  of  the  World  Council.  The  General 
Committee  shall  consist  of  one  member  from  each  country, 
giving  and  receiving,  the  Provisional  Committee  being  at 
liberty  to  increase  the  membership  of  any  particular  country 
from  one  to  more  than  one. 

The  General  Committee  shall  ordinarily  meet  once  a  year, 
and  if  convenient,  in  the  month  of  March. 

The  members  shall  be  such  persons  as  are  likely  to  be  able 
to  attend  the  annual  meeting,  and  as  are  able  to  interest  their 
country  and  its  churches  in  the  work  of  the  Department. 

The  General  Committee  shall  receive  a  full  report  of  the 
work  of  the  Department,  shall  determine  the  policies  to  be 
pursued,  and  shall  delegate  duties  as  it  thinks  advisable. 

Notes  on  I 

(a)  There  is  a  prima  facie  case  for  choosing  the  membership 
of  the  General  Committee  from  the  membership  of  the 
Eeconstruction  Committees  of  the  various  countries. 

(b)  Travelling  expenses,  including  board  and  lodging, 
should  ordinarily  be  paid  by  the  national  Eeconstruc¬ 
tion  Committee  of  the  country  represented  by  the 
member  ;  but  the  Department  will  consider  an  applica¬ 
tion  to  meet  the  expenses  of  one  delegate  from  a 
country,  the  Eeconstruction  Committee  of  which 
cannot  afford  to  do  so. 

(c)  The  system  of  alternates  of  members  is  abolished. 
Nevertheless,  if  a  member  cannot  attend  for  some 
unexpected  reason,  he  will  be  at  liberty  to  send 
someone  to  take  his  place  and  that  substitute  shall 
have  the  voting  and  speaking  rights  of  the  member. 


1  See  page  19. 
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II.  The  General  Committee  shall  appoint  an  Executive 
Committee,  which  shall  consist  of  the  following,  the  names 
being  subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Administrative  Committee 
of  the  World  Council  : 

1.  One  member  from  each  of  U.S.A.,  Great  Britain, 
Sweden  and  Switzerland. 

2.  One  member  from  each  of  the  following  divisions  of 
Europe — Northern,  Western,  Southern,  Eastern,  Cen¬ 
tral  ;  these  members  shall  be  appointed  annually,  and 
none  of  them  shall  hold  office  for  more  than  three  years. 

3.  Members,  other  than  those  mentioned  in  11(2)  above, 
may  be  appointed  by  the  General  Committee. 

4.  These  members  ex  officios  : 

(a)  The  Chairman  of  the  General  Committee,  who  may 
be  appointed  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

(b)  The  Director  and  the  Secretaries  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment. 

(e)  The  General  Secretary  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches. 

(d)  The  Assistant  General  Secretary  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches. 


The  duties  of  the  Executive  Committee  shall  be  : 

1.  To  work  as  directed  by  the  General  Committee. 

2.  To  appoint  and  supervise  the  Business  Committee 
(for  which  see  below). 

3.  Generally  to  direct  the  Department  between  the  annual 
meetings  of  the  General  Committee. 


Notes  on  II 

(a)  The  meetings  of  the  Executive  Committee  will  ordi¬ 
narily  be  held  in  June,  September,  and  December. 

(b)  For  the  payment  of  expenses,  the  same  rules  apply 
as  are  outlined  for  the  General  Committee  in  I  Note  (2). 
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III.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  appoint  a  Business 
Committee,  consisting  of  : 

1.  The  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

2.  The  General  Secretary  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches. 

3.  The  Assistant  General  Secretary  of  the  World  Council 
of  Churches. 

4.  The  Director  of  the  Department. 

5.  The  Assistant  Director  of  the  Department. 

6.  The  Director  of  the  Material  Aid  Division. 

7.  The  Director  of  the  Befugee  Division. 

8.  The  Director  of  the  Bible  and  Literature  Division. 

9.  The  Treasurer  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches. 

10.  The  Director  of  any  Division,  which  may  be  formed 
within  the  Department. 

The  Business  Committee  shall  carry  out  work  specifically 
remitted  to  it.  It  shall  also  carry  out  work  on  its  own  initiative, 
but  always  within  the  limits  of  money  available  in  Geneva  for 
any  given  project.  It  shall  keep  the  work  of  the  Department  in 
motion,  between  meetings  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and 
have  authority  in  case  of  need  to  validate  projects,  duly 
validated  by  national  Beconstruction  Committees,  to  fix 
priorities  and  to  allocate  requests  to  giving  countries. 

Notes  on  III 

(a)  The  Business  Committee  will  meet  ordinarily  each 
month,  preferably  on  a  fixed  date,  the  same  for  each 
month,  except  in  the  months  when  the  meetings  of  the 
General  or  the  Executive  Committees  are  held. 

(b)  The  Business  Committee  will  inform  giving  countries 
of  their  meetings  in  sufficient  time,  to  allow  a  repre¬ 
sentative  to  be  sent  if  so  desired. 

IV.  The  Director  and  the  Secretaries  of  the  Department 
shall  meet,  if  possible  at  least  weekly,  preferably  on  a  regular 
day  and  at  a  fixed  hour,  for  general  consultation  and  infor¬ 
mation. 
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V.  The  Director  shall  have  powers  on  his  own  initiative 
and  judgment  to  meet  immediately  urgent  requests,  duly 
validated  by  national  committees,  and  other  urgent  needs, 
even  if  not  validated,  if  the  money  is  available  in  Geneva, 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Staff  Conference,  as  detailed 
in  IV  above. 

VI.  An  Annual  Conference  of  secretaries  of  Reconstruction 
committees  and  reconstruction  workers  shall  be  held  immed¬ 
iately  after  the  meeting  of  the  General  Committee  in  March. 

Notes  on  VI 

(a)  Two  delegates  may  be  appointed  by  each  country, 
giving  and  receiving,  the  appointments  being  such  as 
will  preserve  continuity  and  yet  introduce  new  mem¬ 
bers  from  time  to  time. 

(b)  The  general  plan  of  the  Presinge  Conference,  1945,  will 
be  followed,  though  the  subjects  should  vary.  Time 
will  be  given  for  intimate  fellowship  and  for  devotional 
exercises. 

(c)  For  the  payment  of  expenses,  the  same  rules  apply  as 
are  outlined  for  the  General  Committee  in  I  Note  (2). 

(d)  The  objects  of  the  Conference  are  to  build  up  friendship 
and  understanding  between  the  various  Churches  and 
countries,  to  study  national  problems  and  to  discuss 
the  best  means  of  meeting  them. 


STATEMENT  OF  POLICY 
OF  THE  YOUTH  DEPARTMENT1 


1 .  The  Youth  Department  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
owes  its  origin  to  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  Provisional 
Committee  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches  in  its  meeting  in 
Geneva  from  February  21st  to  February  23rd,  1946.  The 
resolution  is  as  follows  : 

The  Provisional  Committee  approves  the  setting  up  of  a 
Youth  Department  of  the  World  Council  with  a  special 
Committee.  The  task  of  this  Committee  and  Department 
will  be  : 

(a)  to  serve  as  the  centre  of  ecumenical  contact  and 
inspiration  for  the  youth  movements  directly  related  to 
the  churches  ; 

(b)  to  collaborate  with  the  international  Christian 
youth  movements  and  other  Christian  agencies  concerned 
with  youth  in  ecumenical  youth  activities. 

The  Provisional  Committee  authorises  the  Youth 
Department  and  its  committee  to  represent  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  on  the  Ecumenical  Youth  Commission 
which  is  the  organ  of  collaboration  between  the  various 
international  Christian  movements  and  agencies  concerned 
with  youth  work. 

2.  The  primary  task  of  the  Youth  Department  is  to 
help  the  churches  and  in  particular  the  youth  organisations 
of  the  churches  in  giving  to  their  youth  a  sense  of  participation 
in  and  responsibility  to,  the  Church  Universal  as  it  finds  its 
provisional  expression  in  the  ecumenical  movement. 


1  See  page  32. 
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The  Youth  Department  fulfils  this  function  in  the  following 
ways  : 

(a)  By  providing  an  avenue  for  cooperative  study  of 
the  needs  of  youth  throughout  the  world,  for  the  planning 
of  programmes  for  meeting  their  needs  and  for  the  advancement 
of  the  Christian  faith  among  youth. 

(b)  By  providing  a  medium  for  fellowship  and  exchange 
of  experience  among  the  leaders  of  the  church  youth  organisa¬ 
tions  and  movements  of  the  world. 

(c)  By  organising  international  and  ecumenical  meetings 
for  members  of  church  youth  movements. 

(d)  By  publishing  studies  and  ecumenical  programmes  and 
material  for  the  constituent  organisations  and  movements.  A 
first  undertaking  of  the  Department  should  be  a  survey  of  all 
the  existing  national  and  international  church  or  church- 
related  youth  organisations  and  movements. 

(e)  By  assisting  member  churches  anywhere  in  the  world 
in  the  development  of  national  ecumenical  youth  organisations 
where  such  organisations  do  not  already  exist  and  where  such 
help  is  requested. 

(f)  By  interpreting  the  convictions  and  concerns  of  church 
youth  to  the  World  Council  of  Churches  and  its  constituent 
bodies  and  by  arranging  opportunities  for  young  church  leaders 
to  follow  closely  the  work  of  important  ecumenical  committees 
and  conferences,  thus  carrying  forward  traditions  established 
by  the  conferences  on  Faith  and  Order  and  Life  and  Work. 

(g)  By  interpreting  the  life  and  work  of  the  World  Council 
of  Churches  and  the  ecumenical  movement  to  the  youth 
of  the  churches.  This  could  be  facilitated  through  visits, 
conferences  and  publications. 

(h)  By  stimulating  and  coordinating  financial  and  other 
types  of  assistance  by  church  youth  groups  for  the  church 
youth  agencies  and  movements  in  countries  which  need 
outside  help. 

(i)  By  collaborating  wdth  independent  international  Chris¬ 
tian  youth  agencies  and  movements  which  are  concerned 
with  youth,  in  ecumenical  activities  which  are  of  common 
concern. 
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3.  The  Youth  Department  shall  be  directed  by  a  committee 
appointed  by  the  responsible  bodies  of  the  World  Council, 
including  representatives  of  the  main  confessional  families  and 
the  main  types  of  national  or  regional  youth  organisations  and 
movements  which  are  participating  in  the  ecumenical  youth 
movements. 

4.  The  Youth  Department  shall  sustain  close  working 
relationship  with  youth  departments  of  its  member  churches 
and  with  national  ecumenical  youth  agencies.  Since  the 
World  Council  is  a  World  Council  of  Churches,  the  youth 
movements  of  the  churches  are  organically  related  to  the 
Council  through  their  respective  churches.  The  Youth  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Council,  therefore,  does  not  ask  youth  movements 
to  affiliate  themselves  directly  with  the  Youth  Department. 

5.  In  accordance  with  its  statement  of  functions  (Section  2 
above)  and  on  the  basis  of  the  resolution  of  the  Provisional 
Committee  (Section  1  above),  the  Youth  Department  will 
collaborate  with  the  international  Christian  youth  movements 
which  are  concerned  with  ecumenical  activities. 

In  doing  so  it  takes  its  stand  on  the  two  following  princi¬ 
ples  : 

(a)  that  the  Christian  youth  movements  which  are 
organised  independently  have  made  and  are  making  special 
contributions  in  such  realms  as  evangelism,  ecumenical 
education  and  lay  initiative  ; 

(b)  that,  in  recognition  of  these  special  contributions 
it  is  desirable  that  close  collaboration  be  encouraged 
between  the  independent  youth  movements  on  the  one 
hand  and  the  churches  and  church  youth  movements  on 
the  other  hand. 

This  collaboration  between  the  Youth  Department  of  the 
World  Council  and  the  independent  youth  movements  finds  its 
expression  in  : 

(a)  their  common  responsibility  for  the  organising 
and  following  up  of  the  World  Conference  of  Christian 
Youth  ; 

(b)  the  organisation  of  the  Ecumenical  Youth  Commis¬ 
sion  as  their  common  organ  for  consultation  and  planning. 


6.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  independent  Christian  youth 
movements  have  among  their  affiliated  movements  a  certain 
number  which  are  in  close  organic  relationship  with  member 
churches  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches,  these  movements 
are  invited  to  accept  a  consultative  relationship  to  the  Youth 
Department  and  its  committee. 


List  of  names  and  addresses  of  Committee  members 

Chairman :  Mlle  Madeleine  Barot,  rue  Blanche,  Paris, 

France. 

Vice-Chairman:  Mr.  William  Keys,  297  Fourth  Avenue, 

New  York  10,  N.Y. 

Secretary :  The  Bev.  Francis  House,  17,  route  de  Mala- 

gnou,  Geneva,  Switzerland. 

Dr.  Isaac  K.  Beckes,  203  N.  Wabash  Ave., 
Chicago  1,  U.S.A. 

The  Bev.  Wilton  Bergstrand,  2445  Park  Ave., 
Minneapolis  4,  Minn.,  U.S.A. 

Prof.  Paul  Buhler,  Lurlibadstr.  91,  Chur, 
Switzerland. 

Chandran  Devanesan,  c/o  National  Christian 
Council,  Nelson  Square,  Nagpur,  Central 
Provinces,  India. 

The  Bev.  Pierre  Fa  gel,  Hervormde  Jeugdraad, 
Vijgendam  4,  Amsterdam  C,  Holland. 

Miss  Jean  Fraser,  17,  route  de  Malagnou, 
Geneve. 

Dr.  W.C.  Lockhart,  Kingsway-Lambdon 
United  Church 

The  Kingsway  &  Prince  Edward  Drive, 
Toronto  9,  Ont.,  Canada. 

The  Bev.  Manfred  Muller,  Danneckerstr.  36, 
Stuttgart  (14),  Germany. 

The  Bev.  D.  T.  Niles,  Uduvil,  Chunnakan, 
Ceylon. 
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The  Rev.  K.  B.  Oster,  Jakobsbergsgatan  17, 
Stockholm,  Sweden. 

Prof.  Laszlo  Pap,  Kalvin-t^r  8,  Budapest  IX, 
Hungary. 

Mr.  A.  Schmemann,  96,  avenue  de  Clichy, 
Paris,  17e,  France. 

Dr.  George  Wu,  160  Yuen  Ming  Yuen  Road, 
Shanghai,  China. 
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